
POLICE MUST GET 
PRIORITIES RIGHT 


DEVELOPMENT 

Abbey barns to be 
made into homes 

CONTROVERSIAL plans to convert six dis¬ 
used barns on a historic site into homes 
and a visitor centre have been approved. 

Six homes will be created within the 
grounds of the historic scheduled mon¬ 
ument Halesowen Abbey as part of the 
development, after proposals received 
delegated approval from Dudley Council. 

Renewed plans were submitted by site 
owner Mrs Sue Tudor earlier this year after 
previous permissions expired. 

Halesowen Abbey Trust still had con¬ 
cerns about the project although the group 
welcomed plans to improve a footpath. 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


THE decision to axe five po¬ 
lice stations in Dudley — in¬ 
cluding Stourbridge — is a 
step towards the complete 
erosion of community polic¬ 
ing, warn campaigners. 

West Midlands Police have revealed 
that Dudley, Stourbridge, Halesowen, 
Kingswinford and Netherton will all 
be left without police stations under 
proposals to shut 28 bases in order to 
save £8.5 million. 

It comes after the news that 600 Police Com¬ 
munity Support Officers could lose their jobs 

The decision to close the stations has been 
criticised by Dudley North Labour MP Ian Aus¬ 
tin and Halesowen and Rowley Regis Conserv¬ 
ative MP James Morris. Margaret Scott, from 
the Stourbridge Township Council, said she 
was also appalled by the decision. 

But Stourbridge MP Margot James revealed 
she would not be opposing a move to shut the 
police station on Stourbridge ring road as she 
saw protecting the jobs of police officers as the 
most important issue. 

Conservative MP Miss James said: “I am not 
going to oppose the move but that doesn’t mean 
to say I’m not concerned. I think it’s important 
the police have a presence in Stourbridge. 

“The reason I am not opposing the closure 
is because that building is vast, under-utilised 
and costly. It is not really designed for modern 
policing and not a very effective use of cash. I 
would rather see money invested into frontline 
policing.” 

Alternative 

She added: “I would be interested to see al¬ 
ternative plans. I don’t think it’s going to close 
for a couple of years and if a suitable premises 
can be established in Stourbridge that would 
be ideal.” 

Mr Morris has launched a petition to fight 
the closure of Halesowen Police Station. 

“West Midlands Police needs to get its prior¬ 
ities right,” he said. 

“The proposals do not make sense and I will 
be fighting them tooth and nail. Halesowen 
needs to stand together in challenging these 
proposals.” 

His petition is online and a paper version will 
be available at his constituency office. 

Mr Austin has already campaigned against 
the closure of the front desk at Dudley’s main 
police station. 

The MP said: “We all know savings have to 
be made but these closures are a direct result 
of the Government’s decision to hand West 
Midlands Police disproportionate cuts that are 
twice as deep as places like Surrey.” 

Chairman of West Midlands Police Federa¬ 
tion Tom Cuddeford said: “The closures will 
take officers further away from the communi¬ 
ties they serve.” 


RAPPER AND ROCKER JOIN FORCES FOR CHARITY 



Rapper Lawson Smith, left, and singer Steve Heathcock, are releasing a single Stand Up For Children in aid of Children in Need 


THEY may be polar opposites when it comes 
to their choice of music — with one favouring 
Elvis and the other more at home with Jay Z 
— but a pub singer and a rapper have joined 
forces to raise as much money as possible for 
disadvantaged children. 

Steve Heathcock, from Stourbridge, has 
teamed up with Dudley rapper Lawson Smith, 
known as Soulkeeper, to create a song with 
proceeds being donated to Children in Need. 

The unlikely duo formed after meeting at 
the Britain’s Got Talent auditions. While 
neither of them did enough to impress Simon 


Cowell they kept in touch and decided their 
respective musical talents could be put to 
good use. 

Steve, aged 48, also known as The Show¬ 
man, has been singing in pubs and clubs for 
around 20 years and previously penned a song 
backing England for the 2010 World Cup. 

He said: “We co-wrote it. I put the chorus 
together and other bits and pieces and Law- 
son did the rap.” 

The track, called Stand Up For Children, 
took around two months to put together and 
was recorded in Birmingham. 


Steve said he was spurred on by his own 
difficulties growing up to try and help those 
less fortunate. 

“Last year I decided I wanted to do some¬ 
thing for Children in Need. I thought rather 
than just give a tenner, as an artist and singer 
songwriter, let’s do something positive. 

“My childhood was not fantastic, I was in 
care, so I want to be the voice of the kids who 
are having a tough time. 

“When I was a kid we didn’t have Chil¬ 
dren in Need. They are a great charity and I 
wanted to give something back.” 


CHARITIES 

Marathon mayor 
plans heroic effort 

THE Mayor of Dudley will be pounding 
the streets in a charity half-marathon 
dressed as Black Country Mon. 

Councillor Steve Waltho will don the 
tights and cape as the popular local 
hero for the Great Birmingham Run 
on October 18. He will be joined by a 
team of runners, also dressed as Black 
Country Mon, for the 13-mile course in 
aid of his five charities. 

People wanting to sponsor him can 
via mydonate.bt.com/charities/may 
orofdudleyscharities 

RETAIL 

Morrisons shelve 
new supermarket 

MORRISONS has shelved plans to build a 
new supermarket in Kingswinford, which 
would have created 300 jobs. 

The supermarket giant had intended 
to demolish its existing store and build a 
replacement next door. But plans for the 
store in Stallings Lane have now been put 
on hold, the supermarket firm confirmed. 

The decision comes just weeks after 
Morrisons announced two stores in 
Sandwell were among 11 earmarked for 
closure after revealing a slump in profits. 

Morrisons was originally given permis¬ 
sion to replace its existing store in King¬ 
swinford in 2013. 


INSIDE 


RACE TO SAVE 
THE HEATHENS 



www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 
Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

telephone: 01902 897000 

Showroom Opening Hours: Mon-Thur 10am-6pm, Fri day 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3.30pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


...are 33 years old this month 

. and to celebrate, throughout 
Y Y ^ /? \) A October we are giving 

33% off all orders 



So now you can have your cake and eat it! 
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The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
at life 
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NIGEL HASTILOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on 




Sad day as Broadfield House closes 



Broadfield House glass museum 


AN acclaimed museum has closed its 
doors for the final time after more than 
35 years of exhibitions and events. 

Staff and artists at Broadfield House 
Glass Museum said it had been a ‘very 
sad day’ but were delighted so many 
people came along on closing day to 
give the site a fitting send-off. 

The decision to close the museum 
was made as plans for a new £5 million 
museum of glass to be built in Word- 
sley gathers pace. It will be based on 
the White House Glass Cone site, op¬ 
posite the Red House Glass Cone, in 
High Street. 


The museum off Compton Drive, 
Kingswinford was well known to glass 
enthusiasts across the world and fea¬ 
tured in a number of television shows. 
Items exhibited dated from the 17th 
century up to the present day. 

Glass artist Allister Malcolm, who 
had his studio based at the museum, 
said Wednesday had been a day of 
mixed feelings. 

“Obviously it was a very sad occa¬ 
sion having to say goodbye to Broad¬ 
field,” he said. “A lot of people from 
the community were very sad to see 
it go. 


“However there was also optimism 
as well with people looking forward 
to the future in the shape of the new 
museum. 

The new museum is being funded 
by a £2.13m European grant and 
the proceeds of the sale of Broadfield 
House will be part of the council’s con¬ 
tribution. Collections from Broadfield 
House will be mothballed at the site in 
the meantime. 

Broadfield House was built as a 
farmhouse in the 18th century. In the 
1800s its was transformed into an im¬ 
posing three-storey residence. 


Bid to create magic 
spell led to flat blaze 

A LONELY man trying out a 
‘magic spell’ in a bid to make 
new friends accidently set fire to 
his flat in Dudley instead. 

Duane Thurstance says he was giv¬ 
en instructions at a magic shop to set 
fire to a life-size cardboard cut-out of 
a television character. 

This he later did at his fiat in Broad 
Street on July 25 last year. The 26-year-old 
who has mental health issues and cerebral 
palsy walked out of the building and failed 
to tell anyone what he had done, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

When the room erupted into flames, 
other residents in the block of flats were 
forced to flee to safety outside. The prop¬ 
erty suffered £3,000 damage as a result. 

Thurstance, who admitted an offence of 
arson reckless as to whether life was en¬ 
dangered at an earlier hearing, was found 
by police a short distance away from the 
scene after people in the area provided a 
description of him. 

Mr Howard Searle, prosecuting, said: 

“He admitted that he had started the fire 
and told the officers he was practising 
witchcraft to obtain a friend. He started a 
fire so that an appropriate image would ap¬ 
pear to him. That didn’t happen so he left 
it. It was a life-size cardboard cut-out of a 
character from a TV series.” 

He told Wolverhampton Crown Court 
that at the time the defendant was in 
breach of a community order for a robbery 
in 2013. 

Candles 

Mr Stephen Cadwaladr, defending, said: 

“This offence arose after he was told by 
people who should have known better at a 
magic shop, that the spell would help him 
to meet people he could call friends. 

“It consisted of setting down candles in 
circles and burning a small photo of some¬ 
body in a pot placed in the middle. Needless 
to say it was not successful. He says he only 
intended to singe the cardboard cut-out. 

“I submit that his culpability is not very 
high. He is receiving effective treatment 
from two NHS nurses. His problem is that 
he is vulnerable.” 

Judge John Walsh sentenced Thurs¬ 
tance, now of Wilbraham Court, Moat 
Road, Walsall, to a three-year community 
order. 



Marie Whitehouse, front, with from left, Bryan Plant, Lance Cartwright, Josie Bennett, Margaret Bytheway, June 
Davies, John Bennett, Sue Cartwright and Bob Bytheway 

GREEN-FINGERED gardeners in just below the level five award of really positive. Some were about 


the Black Country are celebrating ‘outstanding’, 
after winning an In Bloom neigh- Six projects in the Black Coun- 
bourhood award for their commu- try were among the entrants to 
nity work. the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ ini- 

Amblecote Allotments, near tiative, which is part of Britain in 
Stourbridge, which has 102 plots, Bloom. 

won the level four award after Marie Whitehouse, lettings sec- 


our facilities, as we have a good 
range of on site facilities. 

“We do a lot of work with local 
people and organisations and that 
impressed them too.” 

Gardening campaigns across 
the region picked up Royal Horti- 


judges looked at three areas of their retary of the allotments, said: “It cultural Society (RHS) awards for 


community involvement, including was fantastic, and everyone was 
with local school pupils and demen- extremely pleased with the result, 
tia patients. especially considering it was our 

The level four award classed the first time of entering, 
allotments as ‘thriving’ and was “The comments we received were 


helping clean up their communi¬ 
ties. 

Mrs Whitehouse said they aim 
to go one better next year to gain a 
prestigious level five award. 


Agency bill 
for borough 
schools is 
nearly £5m 

ALMOST £5 million was spent on agen¬ 
cy staff at schools across Dudley in a 
year, figures reveal. 

Schools forked out thousands of 
pounds on providing cover during 
2014/15. Casual workers were brought 
into to cover sickness absences and ma¬ 
ternity leave. 

The figures, revealed under the Free¬ 
dom of Information Act, did not include 
academies, which are run independently, 
but related to primary and secondary 
schools, special schools and nurseries. 

Teaching cover cost £3.8m, while over 
a million spent on support staff. Expend¬ 
iture can also cover full-time teachers 
covering other lessons or weekends. 

Thorns Community College in Brier- 
ley Hill spent most on agency staff dur¬ 
ing the period, paying out £336,000. 
This was followed by the Priory Primary 
School which spent £193,000. 

Other big spenders were the Pens 
Meadow Special School in Stourbridge, 
which spent £172,000, the Brier Special 
School in Kingswinford, which paid out 
£154,000, Dudley’s Hillcrest Secondary 
School, which spent £132,000, and Col¬ 
ley Lane Primary School in Halesowen, 
£118,000. Old Park Special School in 
Brierley Hill spent £232,000 on other 
support staff, while the Coseley School 
paid £135,000. 

Councillor Ian Cooper, boss of chil¬ 
dren’s services, said: “School governors 
and head teachers manage their own 
budgets and make financial decisions 
in the best interests of pupils and the 
whole of the school.” 

Warning on tool 
thefts from vans 

THIEVES have been stealing tools from 
vans in the Quarry Bank area prompt¬ 
ing a police warning. 

Officers claim people have been leav¬ 
ing windows open due to milder weather 
of recent weeks and have been targeted. 

There have also been thefts and at¬ 
tempted of catalytic converters from ve¬ 
hicles in the area. 

Police have urged people in the area to 
remain vigilant. 

Sergeant Liz Benson, of the Quarry 
Bank and Dudley Wood Neighbourhood 
team, said: “There has been an increase 
in thefts from motor vehicles. This could 
be due to the hot weather and people 
leaving windows open.” 

She added: “This will remain a pri¬ 
ority until the next PACT (community 
police meeting) meeting.” 

Bowling club boost 
for quake charity 

A BOWLING club raised £300 for vic¬ 
tims of the Nepal earthquake. Crystal 
Bowls Club at Stevens Park, Wollescote, 
staged the event on September 17 with 
a football theme. Organisers thanked 
Sainsbury’s, Amblecote, Tesco and Wait- 
rose in Stourbridge for donating prizes. 



Est.1973 

Wollaston 


Bathrooms Ltd 


“Adapting your bathroom tor you.” 

A wide range of bath and showering options are 
available, all designed to make bathing and 
showering easier and safer for you. 
“Save” you nay be entitled 
to zero rated VAT 


Visit our showroom 


FREE No Obligation Supply Only 


9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH 
Tel: 01384 374237 or 08001582456 

email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk 


Monday-Friday 
8.00am-5.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 


Survey and Quotation Service Available 

trade enquiries welcome 


ELV 

RECYCLING LTD 



• Vehicle Recovery. 

Depollution and Disposal 

• Top Prices Paid • DVLA 
Certificate of Destruction 

• Authorised Treatment Facility 


• NEW PARTS DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN! 
• Parts Line Call Direct 07875 470537 


All makes and models including tyres and batteries, 
cheap prices, delivery available, 

1 month’s warranty on all parts 

Opening times: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm 
and Saturday 8.30 am-1.00 pm 
Fast and Friendly Service 
ELV Recycling (Mids) Ltd Brierley Hill 

01384 77308 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
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Nearly one 
thousand 
temp jobs 
at council 

NEARLY 1,000 staff are being em¬ 
ployed on temporary contracts by 
Dudley Council. 

The 978 employees hired by Dudley 
Council are paid on average £11.52 
per hour, well above the national min¬ 
imum wage of £6.50. 

The majority are employed by the 
authority to work in schools across 
the borough. A total of 462 temporary 
staff work as either teachers or teach¬ 
ing assistants. 

Other roles include administration 
assistants, library assistants, park 
rangers and social workers. 

The authority was criticised in June 
when it emerged it was forking out 
£800 a day on employing an interim 
chief officer for children’s services. 
The council has twice tried unsuccess¬ 
fully to fill the post. 

Necessary 

Councillor Judy Foster, cabinet 
member for corporate and customer 
services, said: “The work of the coun¬ 
cil is very varied and sometimes it is 
necessary to use temporary staff, such 
as seasonal staff who are required to 
work at specific times of the year, or 
those filling a statutory role which 
cannot be left vacant.” 

She added: “We employ temporary 
staff on occasions until a permanent 
member of staff can be found to fill 
the role. 

“In all instances we ensure that the 
right person is taken on for the role 
to ensure we continue to provide first 
class services for borough residents.” 

whodunnit play 
has a funny twist 

THE audience will be kept guessing 
next week as an amateur dramatics 
society brings its murder mystery 
show to Kingswinford. 

Murder in Play, at Kingswinford 
Methodist Church for four nights 
until Saturday, is a whodunnit with 
plenty of laughs. Wordsley Amateur 
Dramatic Society will be performing 
the comedy. 

Director Andrew Rock said: “It is 
a murder mystery with some great 
laughs and some very over-the-top 
performances.” 

The play tells of a theatre company 
presenting a murder mystery in which 
the murder is all too real. Tickets 
cost £7 and can be ordered by calling 
(01384) 273026. It’s £6 for pensioners 
and full-time students under 21. 

Peaky Blinders in 
return to locations 

FILMING was due to start on the new 
series of Brummie gangster drama 
Peak Blinders this week. The third se¬ 
ries is expected to be shot on location 
in the Midlands again, including the 
Black Country Living Museum. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Edwards in pride of place at town's heart 



Mayor Steve Waltho, Conor Devlin 
and freestyle footballer Colin Nell 


HE is one of Dudley’s most loved 
footballing heroes and now Duncan 
Edwards’ statue has been given new 
prominence in the heart of the town. 

Members of his family were among 
scores of people who attended a 
re-dedication ceremony last week. 

The Manchester United and Eng¬ 
land star’s statue has been reposi¬ 
tioned as part of a revamp of the town 
centre. 

It would have been Edwards’ 79th 
birthday on October 1 and he remains 
a legend to many in the Black Coun¬ 
try. 


Duncan’s cousin Keith, 78, at the 
ceremony said: “It means a lot to all of 
us. We come down here twice a year, 
on the day Duncan was born and the 
day he died. The whole family are so 
proud.” 

The statue has been moved across 
the market place to the Castle Street 
side as part of a £6.7 million revamp. 

Coachloads 

Three coachloads of Manchester 
United fans travelled to Dudley for 
the special service. 

Brian Mulholland, from the Man¬ 


chester United Supporters Club, said 
the re-dedicated statue would become 
a pilgrimage site for thousands of 
Manchester United fans. 

Mr Mulholland, 65, said: “It’s a 
credit to the town, Dudley Council 
and especially to Duncan’s family.” 

A new plinth on the statue was un¬ 
veiled by Mayor of Dudley Councillor 
Steve Waltho and Duncan’s third 
cousin, 12-year-old Connor Devlin. 

Duncan Edwards died aged 21 from 
injuries sustained in the 1958 Munich 
air disaster. 


Sunday market 
opens for business 

DUDLEY Market will open on Sun¬ 
days for the first time ever in the lead 
up to Christmas. 

Bosses hope the change, which 
comes into effect from October 25, will 
‘bring life back in to the town’. 

A new company called Dudley Mar¬ 
ket Traders now run the market. 

It is the first scheme of its kind in 
the Black Country, with Dudley Coun¬ 
cil retaining ownership of the market 
but handing over its running to the 
traders. 

The market currently runs six days 
a week. 

Glamorous ball is 
for Beacon charity 

A LEADING West Midlands IT ser¬ 
vices provider has stepped forward to 
ensure a charity’s 140th anniversary 
ball is a glittering success. 

Oosha Ltd, based in Broadlands, 
Wolverhampton, is sponsoring the 
Beacon event tomorrow (Fri). 

The glamorous black tie ‘Hollywood 
Ball’ will be held at the Copthorne 
Hotel, Merry Hill, and tickets are 
priced at £30 per person, which in¬ 
cludes a three-course meal and wel¬ 
come drink. 

More information is available at 
www.beaconvision.org website. 

Music and food 
in celebrations 

A MUSIC event with Caribbean food 
is just one of the events taking place 
in Dudley to celebrate Black History 
Month. 

The theme for this year’s event 
- which takes place this month - is 
past and present. Events include local 
history talks, free taster sessions for 
an ancestry website and a variety of 
events celebrating black history. A 
free music and food tasting event at 
Dudley Library takes place on Satur¬ 
day, October 17. 

Restaurant revamp 
for pub at Castlegate 

A PUB will be transformed into a Har¬ 
vester restaurant under plans which 
will create jobs in Dudley. 

Bostin Fittle, based on Castlegate 
Park, near Dudley Archives and the 
Black Country Living Museum, has 
been taken over by pub group Mitch¬ 
ells and Butlers. 

The pub will be re-branded as a 
Harvester with a new menu and a re¬ 
vamped interior. 

It was among 173 sites acquired 
from the Orchid pub estate in 2014. 

Charity choral concert 

A CHARITY concert will see Wul- 
fruna Ladies Choir joined by Coseley 
Male Voice Choir at St Chad’s Church 
in Oak Street on Saturday, October 24 
from 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £5 with proceeds to the 
Leukaemia Appeal Fund for the Geor¬ 
gina Unit at Russells Hall Hospital. 


New homes proposed 
for health centre site 


MORE than 100 homes will be built 
on the derelict site of a former 
health centre in Wordsley, under 
new plans. 

NHS Property Services has submitted 
an application for 129 homes on the emp¬ 
ty Ridge Hill Hospital site - eight years 
after homes were first mooted. 

Most of the current buildings on the site, 
including the Keeling Centre and Shousters 
House, which are currently empty, would be 
demolished as part of the proposals. 

But the existing Ridge Hill Centre LIFT 
building, Pens Meadow School and bungalows 
and residential accommodation for assisted liv¬ 
ing would be retained. 

Councillors in Wordsley have welcomed the 
proposals. Councillor Derrick Hemingsley said: 
“I think this is excellent news. We’ve been 
waiting for something to happen here for a 
long time. 

“The grounds have been left as a sort of wil¬ 
derness. This application is positive news for 
the area. 

“My only concern is the impact on the high¬ 
ways network around that area. I think this 
needs to be looked at by the developer. But 
overall I am supportive.” 

Plans for homes to be built at the site were 
first lodged back in 2007 but did not come to 
fruition. 

In 2011, plans were backed by Dudley plan¬ 
ners for 144 homes, relying on improvements 
to the junction of Brierley Hill Road and widen¬ 
ing of the existing Ridge Hill access road. But 
this fell through. 

Active 

The application states: “In its current form 
the site does not contribute to the local area, 
landscape or open space network. 

“The proposed development will re-establish 
an active use of the site and a new community 
to benefit from existing open space, which will 
contribute towards local provision and be bet¬ 
ter used by local residents.” 

When the plans were initially unveiled, NHS 
Property Services spokesman Jeremy Peters 
said: “Disposing of property that is no longer 
required by NHS commissioners enables rein- 
vestment in improved NHS service.” 



Susan Nock with eight-week-old Ollie, who has become an internet 
superstar after his video was seen a million times across the globe 


Puppy 
dog tale 
all over 
internet 


A CUTE dog’s tale of woe - 
combined with an adorable 
home video - has taken the 
internet by storm. 

The 16-second clip of 
eight-week-old Bichon Frise, 
Ollie, has been viewed by 
more than 1.2 million people 
across the planet in a mat¬ 
ter of days. The short video 
shows the pup enjoying hav¬ 
ing his stomach rubbed. 

Owners Chris and Susan 
Nock, from Stourbridge, 
only posted the video on 
Facebook after being told by 
vets that Ollie was fighting 
for his life. 

They were told he may 
not survive 48 hours — after 
falling ill just two days after 
his new owners had col¬ 
lected him. 

A blood test revealed Ollie 
had E.coli and the pet has 
since made a full recovery. 

Chris said: “I had taken 
the video the day we got 
him. He was on my lap so I 
gave him a little belly rub, 
that was it. After we put it 
on Sue’s wall things went 
nuts. It had over one million 
views in two days.” 

What has helped them are 
the messages of support re¬ 
ceived via Facebook, where 
the video has been shared 
more than 48,500 times. 



ABLE & BROMLEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 


WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 


UPTO 
75% OFF 


Sofa’s, Vinyls 
and Laminates 




_ Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


www. ablecarpets. co. uk 

FREEPHONE 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


PERMANENT MAKE-UP 


Cosmetic Contour 


3-D Hair Stroke 
Eyebrows 

£295 


with a FREE retouch 

within 3 months 



Available in 
Stourbridge and 
Bromsgrove 

0800 

0820852 


APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE 

Saturday 31 st October 
and Monday 2 nd 
November 



www.cosmetic-contour.com 


UnitSsixty Skotepark 

Shop and Cafe 

Block F, Bays 5+6 
The Stourbridge Estate 

Mill Race Lane I 

Stourbridge 
West Midlands 
DY8 1JN 

01384 376728 

www.unit3sixty.com 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



“WE try to ensure that there is no be¬ 
haviour, language or imagery which could 
be considered racist, sexist, homophobic, 
transphobic or ablest.” Student Union 
spokesperson explaining why students at 
the University of East Anglia have been 
asked not to wear “stereotypical” sombre¬ 
ros handed out by a Mexican restaurant. 
“Who’s going to be offended - Speedy 
Gonzales?” Unnamed student, miffed at 
above ruling. 

MY campaign to award exclamation 
marks to British towns and villages is gath¬ 
ering pace. As I noted a few days ago, the 
Devon village of Westward Ho! Is the only 
place with one. So far your suggestions for 
exclamation-ennoblement include Tring! 
and Middle Wallop! 

ANACHRONISM Abbey. More 2015 
terms allegedly spoken at Downton in 
1925. Walking alone is “so liberating.” 
Having a local hospital is “a huge plus.” 
One character has been “put through an 
emotional wrangle.” Not to mention the re¬ 
peated use of the word “pregnant” which 
was a medical term in those days and not 
used in polite chat. 

MY German diesel is rated at 40 miles 
per gallon. God knows how much I may 
have been short-changed by the emis- 
sions-fiddling scandal, and how much 
compensation the blighters owe me. So I 
filled the tank, recorded the total mileage 
and divided it by the gallons consumed, 
which is the only true test of any car’s fuel 
consumption. It does not do 40mpg. It 
does41.25mpg. 
Do I owe them? 

THE Drama 
Channel has 
replayed the 
entire 1995 
BBC adapta¬ 
tion of Pride 
and Prejudice 
to mark its 20th 
an niversary. 
The big surprise is to discover online that 
Jennifer Ehle, the definitive English rose 
who played Elizabeth Bennet, was actually 
born in North Carolina and speaks with an 
American accent, y’all. 

THE death toll at last week’s Hajj disas¬ 
ter is now reckoned to be over 1,000. Sau¬ 
di Arabia’s most senior cleric insists that 
the crush was “beyond human control.” 
Nonsense. It wouldn’t have happened in 
Disneyland. 

DAVID Cameron goes to Jamaica and 
local activists start demanding reparations 
for the slave trade. This may be the right 
time for us Yorkshire folk to raise the issue 
of the Harrowing of the North, carried out 
by the Normans in 1069. The whole re¬ 
gion was laid waste and thousands were 
slaughtered or died of famine. If it had not 
been for the Harrowing I feel sure I would 
be living in a much bigger house, earning 
far more money and would not have lost 
my hair. Shall we say £20 million? 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Call for action after raids on homes 


BURGLARS are targeting homes in 
Pensnett with residents reporting a 
series of break-ins taking place dur¬ 
ing the day and at night. 

Corbyns Bromley Tenants and 
Residents Association said the situ¬ 
ation had got so bad many people no 
longer feel safe in their own homes. 

They have called on police to take 
action to deal with the problem and 
claimg a promised increase in patrols 


around the area has failed to mate¬ 
rialise. 

The association said the most re¬ 
cent daytime burglary had taken 
place at an address in Derwent Close 
last week and in another they said 
an elderly resident had only left her 
home for a couple of hours and re¬ 
turned to find her property had been 
ransacked. 

Residents have taken to social 


media, posting information on the 
burglaries on Facebook and warning 
people to be on their guard. Via Twit¬ 
ter they have also appealed for police 
to take more action. 

Glass 

Spokesman for the association Mi¬ 
chelle Morgan said: “Recently there 
has been at least two burglaries a 
week in the area and this has been 


ongoing for around six weeks. In a lot 
of the cases panes of glass are being 
removed from windows allowing the 
burglars to get inside the properties. 

“Understandably people are very 
concerned. It has reached the point 
now where people do not feel safe in 
their own homes” 

Police said that man had been ar¬ 
rested after an attempted break-in in 
Mayflower Drive on September 28. 


Bedroom tax benefit 
cut causes debt misery 


by Richard Guttridge 


MORE than half of the thou¬ 
sands of people in Dudley 
borough who have been hit 
by the so-called bedroom 
tax are currently in rent ar¬ 
rears. 

Around 2,300 people in Dud¬ 
ley have seen their benefits cut 
under the policy introduced by 
the Coalition Government two 
years ago. 

People living in housing associ¬ 
ation or council homes with spare 
bedrooms lost benefits as their prop¬ 
erties were ‘under-occupied’. 

Ministers said the policy was in¬ 
troduced to help free up housing 
stock for larger families but oppo¬ 
nents have slammed it as a draco¬ 
nian measure which is hitting some 
of the most vulnerable people. 

Figures released by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil revealed there are currently 
2,366 people whose benefits have 
been cut because they have at least 
one spare bedroom, with 1,299 of 
these in rent arrears. 

The authority has been working 
to help some of those affected move 
to smaller accommodation, with 273 
having secured new homes between 
April 2013 and March 2015. 

Housing benefit was reduced by 
14 per cent for households with one 
spare bedroom and a quarter for 
two. 

The National Housing Federation 
has said the bedroom tax is ‘heap¬ 
ing misery and hardship’ on families 
who were already struggling. 

Survey 

A survey produced by the group 
last year claimed one in seven fam¬ 
ilies who have been affected were 
facing eviction. 

Former Dudley Council leader 
David Sparks, for Quarry Bank and 
Dudley Wood, said it was ‘inevitable’ 
that people would struggle when the 
measure was introduced. 

The Labour councillor said: “The 
bedroom tax is a misguided and 
unjust tax and it is no wonder the 
whole thing is in a mess. The sooner 
it is abolished the better.” 


Grateful Thomas can play it again 



Recovery — now 14-year-old Thomas Saddle has returned to his love of music 


A MUSICAL teenager has 
made a dramatic recovery 
from a condition that left 
him feeling like ‘a hunch¬ 
back’ and forced him to stop 
playing his instruments for 
months. 

Thomas Saddle, aged 14, 
from Halesowen, was diag¬ 
nosed with hyper-kyphosis, 
which causes the spine to 
curve forwards excessively. 
If untreated, it can lead to 
fatal heart and lung prob¬ 
lems. 

The youngsterfrom 
Cherry Orchard Avenue is a 
keen cellist and saxophonist, 
but had to refrain from play¬ 
ing both while he attempted 
to resolve his health prob¬ 
lem. He spent 12 months on 
an NHS waiting list before 
seeing a consultant. 

Thomas and his family 
were told spinal fusion sur¬ 
gery was his only option but 
this involved major risks 
and a long recovery. 

His worried parents 
Claire and Mike decided 
to search for other options 
and discovered a clinic in 
London, Scoliosis SOS, who 
gave Thomas an exercise re¬ 
gime which has led to a dra¬ 
matic improvement. 

Thomas said: “There are 
not any words to describe 
how grateful I am. I no 
longer look like I am tilted 
forward. I feel like a normal 
teenager again, not some 
hunchback boy. 

“If I hadn’t had the treat¬ 
ment I would have been 
facing surgery and be look¬ 
ing at spending the next 
six months practically bed- 
bound. 

Now Thomas has re¬ 
turned to his beloved music. 

He added: “I can forget 
all my worries when playing 
music, without it I just felt 
lost.” 


Chiefs are 
criticised on 
figures for 
oars’ falls 

HEALTH chiefs in Dudley have been 
criticised for failing to cut the number 
of falls which result in people being 
admitted to Accident & Emergency. 

At 2,500, Dudley has the highest 
rate of falls per 100,000 people aged 
65 or over, compared to other councils 
in the West Midlands. 

Officials say that Dudley’s perfor¬ 
mance on falls prevention remains 
‘poor’ in a report to Dudley Council’s 
people service’s scrutiny committee. 

A new strategy is being proposed 
to tackle the issue, including encour¬ 
aging people to improve their bone 
health from an early age through 
physical activity and healthy eating, 
to early detection of those people at 
risk of falling and the provision of 
support. 

Approach 

Councillor Rachel Harris, who 
oversees public health matters in the 
borough, said: “We owe it to the peo¬ 
ple of Dudley to make sure that the 
approach we are taking in helping to 
prevent falls is the right one. 

“The development of a system-wide 
approach to falls prevention — start¬ 
ing from encouraging the whole pop¬ 
ulation to improve their bone health 
from early age, through physical ac¬ 
tivity and healthy eating, to early de¬ 
tection of people at risk of falling and 
enabling them access to appropriate 
interventions in a timely way, across 
all providers and partners — is clearly 
the way forward and makes absolute 
sense.” 

Hippodrome may 
still be rescued 

DUDLEY Hippodrome could still be 
saved from demoliton after six groups 
expressed an interest in redeveloping 
it. 

Parties wanting to take over the 
derelict theatre, last used as a bingo 
hall six years ago, had until this week 
to tell planners they were interested. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, 
cabinet member for planning and 
economic development, said the au¬ 
thority was not yet sure if the schemes 
were viable. Councillor Ahmed added: 
“We will continue to work with these 
groups to see how viable and deliv¬ 
erable their business plans are and 
we will be making a decision on this 
building once and for all by the end 
of the year.” 

A previous plan involving the Rok 
Group fell through. 

Brewery plans German 
style beer festival 

A BREWERY is holding a German 
style beer festival. 

The three-day Oktoberfest is taking 
place at Green Duck Brewery’s Bade- 
lynge Bar in Rufford Road runs from 
October 22 to 24. 

There will also be music and food. 


GAJUJAV 


Est 1976 
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For complete peace of mind and a friendly service, 
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge DY81TA. 01384 372246 




Open since 1976 Gasway has been your first choice for Gas Fires, 
Surrounds, Cookers and much more, all at competitive prices. 

Why not visit Dave, Jon and the team today for 
FREE expert advice and quotes. 

• Cookers Supplied and Fitted 

• Gas Fires and Fire Surrounds 

• Electric Fires and Fire suites 

• Servicing Spare Parts 

• Central bleating Systems 
Supplied and Fitted 


• Fire Guards / Companion Sets 
► All at competitive Prices 


Free standing gas stoves 
Natural gas or Ipg 
Can be fitted into class 1, class 2 
and pre cast flues 
Flue and venting options 
Manual control with integral ignition 
Log fuel bed 


Up to 78% efficient 
3.6k output 
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Mobile G rooming Salon 

For An Appointment 

Tel: Jo 07502 777701 

Joannefcendr*ck68@hotmail com 
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Bosses give 
pledge on 
hospital 
transport 

HEALTH bosses vowed to ensure 
guidelines are followed for elderly pa¬ 
tients after complaints over a hospital 
transport service in Dudley. 

Patient-care firm NSL took over the 
service at Russells Hall Hospital in 
April, from previous provider Ambu- 
line. But several patients claimed they 
were told they could no longer receive 
free transport as they were in receipt 
of mobility allowance. 

The firm has since overturned the 
decision after holding discussions 
with a disability support group, Stour¬ 
bridge MP Margot James and Dudley 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG). 

Access in Dudley, which champions 
the rights of disabled people, said NSL 
had been enforcing criteria that had 
never been enforced before. Dudley 
CCG said the ‘criteria and call han¬ 
dler process’ had been reviewed to 
ensure people were not being unfairly 
turned away. Dudley CCG chief ex¬ 
ecutive Paul Maubach said: “There 
are clearly set out national guidelines 
which should be followed.” 

NSL spokesman Luke Allen said: 
“Following discussions with the CCG 
and Access in Dudley we have now 
improved our booking process. We do 
still ask the mobility allowance ques¬ 
tion, however, this is to ensure we 
correctly assess the patient’s needs 
and does not influence the decision to 
provide transport.” 

Miss James said: “I am most im¬ 
pressed with how receptive the CCG 
and NSL have been. It does look firm 
now that people who are entitled to 
assistance will be getting it again.” 


Gas leak blaze 
quickly put out 

FIRE crews were called to a house 
blaze in Wollaston sparked by a leak¬ 
ing gas valve. 

The fire centred on a electric meter 
in the basement of the High Park Av¬ 
enue house. 

Fire crews from Stourbridge and 
Brier ley Hill attended the incident. 

A West Midlands Fire Service 
spokesman said: “It was a small fire 
involving a electric meter in the base¬ 
ment of a two-storey house. The fire 
was put out on arrival.” 

He added: “A gas leak was detected 
in the premises and the gas was iso¬ 
lated and the premises were venti¬ 
lated. 

“We had two fire fighters wearing 
breathing apparatus and a gas detec¬ 
tion monitor was also in use.” 


Cannabis plant find 
prompts three arrests 

MORE than 150 cannabis plants have 
been found growing at a property in 
Lye. 

Three people were arrested after 
police raided the building in Enter¬ 
prise Drive on Thursday evening. 


£250k church overhaul gets green light 



St Thomas and St Luke (Top Church) 


A £250,000 overhaul of Dudley’s Top 
Church has been given the go-ahead, 
ensuring the historic site can be pre¬ 
served for generations to come. 

The work, partially funded by Her¬ 
itage Lottery cash, is set to take place 
next year and will be carried out in 
three phases at the Grade-II listed St 
Thomas and St Luke Church, in High 
Street. 

As part of the project, walkways 
and ladders will be installed on the 
roof, glass panels added to the main 
doors and one of the site’s 11 windows 
restored. 


Church leaders said the improve¬ 
ments were crucial in ensuring the 
building could be properly maintained 
in the future. 

Dudley Council has approved the 
scheme and cash from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund is set to be finalised in 
December. The fund has agreed in 
principle to provide £169,000 towards 
the project. 

Members of the church will be mak¬ 
ing bids to other funding groups to se¬ 
cure further cash towards the project. 

They said ladders and walkways 
were desperately needed on the roof, 


which cannot be safely accessed at the 
moment, which means scaffolding has 
to be put up around the entire build¬ 
ing if work is required. 

The church is one of the three ear¬ 
liest in the country to use cast-iron 
in its construction, including the 
window frames. But the metal in the 
frames has started to oxidise, posing 
a risk to stonework, and needs to be 
cleaned and restored. 

The window will be totally removed 
so the work can be carried out, and 
if effective could be extended to the 
other 10 windows. 


Children's centres may 
host health services 


EXTRA services will be moved into 
children’s centres across Dudley, as 
part of a shake-up in the borough. 

The changes are coming about because 
the responsibility for commissioning pub¬ 
lic health services for children has trans¬ 
ferred from NHS England to local author¬ 
ities. 

A report presented to the Dudley Council’s 
People’s Service committee sets out options 
to improve the integration of services. Among 
the proposals is locating midwifery services, 
health visitors and family support workers in 
children’s centres. 

A weekly multi-agency safeguarding group is 
also proposed to discuss new ways to improve 
early intervention and ensure referrals into 
children’s social care services are appropriate. 

Moving the registration of new births to chil¬ 
dren centres will also be explored to increase 
the numbers of vulnerable families accessing 
other available services. 

The report states the advantage of the coun¬ 
cil taking over responsibilities is that it has the 
potential to provide a more cost-effective ser¬ 
vice built around individual needs. 

Benefit 

Deborah Harkins, chief officer for health and 
well-being at Dudley Council, said: “The bene¬ 
fit of bringing these services together is to pro¬ 
vide an integrated service with a single point of 
access for children and families. 

“There is a slight variance in roles between 
different providers in supporting children and 
families, so this transfer will enable them to 
work more closely together around families’ 
needs. Pilot sites are still to be decided. 

“The new weekly safeguarding group will 
allow our frontline professionals an opportu¬ 
nity to share intelligence around safeguarding 
issues and fulfil their duty to contribute as part 
of a multi-agency approach. 

“Birth registration at a locality level enables 
new parents to be known to the locality team, 
who can introduce them to local centres and 
services they can access.” 

She added: “This development is in the very 
early stages of consideration. 

“We will consult local communities if it is felt 
there is merit in these proposals before taking 
any final decision on how this provision will be 
shaped.” 


Stars show they have wow factor 



TV stars Jake Quickenden and Stephanie Pratt meet fans during Intu Merry Hill’s special student night 


FORMER X Factor singer turned 
I’m A Celebrity star Jake Quick¬ 
enden and reality TV star Steph¬ 
anie Pratt wowed the crowds at a 
special students’ night at Merry 
Hill shopping centre. 

The famous pair were guests of 
honour as Intu Merry Hill centre 
held its annual student night of¬ 
fering discounts at the shopping 
complex. 

They appeared on stage and 
took part in a game where they 


were joined by members of the 
crowd to try and remember the 
lyrics of songs. 

Jake, who won an army of fans 
during last year’s X Factor and 
I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here, was mobbed with requests 
for pictures and autographs. He 
was mentored by Mel B in the 
star-making show before entering 
the celebrity jungle and finishing 
as runner-up to superbiker Carl 
Fogarty. 


He was happy with the reaction 
he received, saying: “They were 
all lovely, it was really nice. I have 
been to Birmingham quite a few 
times, it is the first time in Dudley 
but it won’t be the last.” 

Glamorous Stephanie was due 
to be accompanied by fellow Made 
In Chelsea star Jamie Laing but 
he was unable to make it. 

Charlotte Hall, aged 17 from 
Stourbridge, who met Jake, said: 
“I am speechless, he is beautiful.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Meeting to discuss 
blood disorder ITP 

A MEETING will be held at a Dud¬ 
ley church to offer advice about a rare 
blood disorder. 

People are invited to discuss their 
experiences with the blood disorder 
Idiopathic Thrombocytopenic Pur¬ 
pura (ITP), which affects the immune 
system and impedes blood clotting. 

The event will be taking place at 
the Zoar Methodist Church on Abbey 
Road, in Lower Gornal, on Saturday 
from 7pm to 8.30pm. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

For more information contact Han¬ 
nah Taylor on 07775433314. 

Memory tree is 
to help charities 

A MEMORY tree event will be held 
in aid of charity. Organised by Wom- 
bourne Funeral Services, the event 
will be held on October 23 and 24, 
raising money for Midlands Air Am¬ 
bulance and Wombourne Volunteer 
Bureau. 

The family business raises money 
for charities every year. 

This year’s memory tree event will 
be opened by Wolves legend Derek 
Parkin on the Friday and Nick Owen 
of Midlands Today on the Saturday at 
9.30am at 124 Bridgnorth Road, Wom¬ 
bourne. For details call 01902 892635. 

Ultimate cafe has 
created 15 jobs 

A CAFE has opened its second UK 
outlet in Dudley, creating 15 jobs. Ul¬ 
timate Cafe is within leisure store Ul¬ 
timate Outdoors at Merry Hill. 

The cafe, in partnership with The 
Interesting Eating Company, has 
quirky offerings including speciality 
pancakes. Director Andrea Edwards, 
said: “Having opened the original Ul¬ 
timate Cafe (in Preston) almost one 
year ago, it’s fantastic to see how far 
we have come in a relatively short 
space of time.” 

Spooky spectacular 
at the safari park 

ILLUMINATED dinosaurs, spooky 
scarecrows and plenty of pumpkins 
will greet visitors to West Midland Sa¬ 
fari Park in the run up to Halloween. 

The attraction has launched its 
Spooky Spectacular with ghoulish go¬ 
ings-on and special sea lion show. 

More than 100 scarecrows and 1,700 
pumpkins are used in the event until 
November 1. Opening will be extended 
until 9pm on weekends and during Oc¬ 
tober half term. Animal reserves close 
at 4pm. See www.wmsp.co.uk 

War games in library 

THE Friends of Sedgley Library have 
arranged a war gaming demonstra¬ 
tion in the library on Saturday, Octo¬ 
ber 10 from 4pm. 

People will have a chance to try out 
table-top battling featuring an ancient 
Greeks versus Romans demonstration 
at the library off Ladies Walk. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don't replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 
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CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Slogan was 
olumbing 
:he depths 
for rugby 


I KNOW nothing about rugby, and to be 
frank I find the oval-ball game about as 
interesting as a box set of Downton Ab¬ 
bey. 

But the England team went into this 
World Cup under the slogan “let’s get the 
job done.” 

That’s not a battle cry, it’s an advert for 
a plumbers’ merchant. No wonder they 
were ballcocks. 


MAYBE the story about the Govern¬ 
ment allowing police forces to use devi¬ 
ous, covert methods to snare speeding 
drivers, and then changing its mind fol¬ 
lowing tabloid intervention, should be 
treated with a degree of scepticism. 

But what says so much about Brit¬ 
ain today is the explanation given by 
the Government for dropping the code 
of practice which said cameras only be 
bright yellow and only located at accident 
blackspot. “A Department for Transport 
spokesman said the 2007 rules were out 
of date,” said the report. 

Oh yes, out of date. That time-hon¬ 
oured, catch-all phrase for everyone with 
no other justification for their actions. 
Aside from the fact that the guidelines 
were introduced only eight years ago, 
since when has transport legislation been 
about the whims of fashion? 

There are lots of things about our judi¬ 
cial systems that are out of date. Judges 
wearing wigs, Lords wearing ermine. Ti¬ 
tles like Lord Chancellor and Mr Justice 
Smith. By and large they are harmless, 
and if anything maybe give a bit of gravi- 
tas to the proceedings. 

But rules saying that speed cameras 
should be sensibly located and not hid¬ 
den from view? Surely that’s just fair play 
and common sense. 

If the guidelines do need updating, how 
about adding a requirement that every 
camera should be clearly marked with 
what the actual speed limit is? I know at 
this point the pedants will point out that 
in the absence of a sign to the contrary 
national speed limits apply, which means 
30 in a built-up-area, 60 on a single car¬ 
riageway, and 70 on a double. But why 
not make it easy? They do want people 
to stick to the limits, don’t they? 

Meanwhile, it was revealed at the 
weekend the closure of 28 police stations 
around West Midlands. We all know cash 
is short and cuts have to be made, but 
how can it be right leaving a town the size 
of Dudley without a police station, and 
then spending money on hidden speed 
traps? Maybe they think police stations 
are out of date as well. 


THEN again, there are some things 
about life today I find difficult to get my 
head around. 

Like how is it that the most popular 
programme on television today is about a 
bunch of people baking cakes? 



Sam strokes a cheetah while working at Dudley Zoo in 1962 



Thank you gifts - one of the paintings created for Dudley Zoo 



Sam’s father would tell him stories about leopards 


Artist’s inspiration 
fired by time at zoo 



Former zoo keeper Rama Samaraweera with his oil paintings of animals 


Zoo keeper sacked because of 
too much time spent drawing 
animals says thanks for career. 

HEATHER LARGE reports 

GROWING up listening to stories 
about leopards prowling the jungle 
inspired Rama Samaraweera to be¬ 
come a keeper at Dudley Zoo. 

But this love for big cats also got the 
self-taught artist the sack from the Cas¬ 
tle Hill attraction - because he spent 
more time sketching the animals than on 
his zoo duties. 

Now aged 89, he has created three original 
oil paintings for the zoo to say thank you for 
being his ‘art school’ and also to make amends 
for ‘not being the best ever zoo keeper’. 

Birmingham-born Mr Samaraweera, known 
as Sam, began working at the attraction in 
1962, and before getting the elbow became 
fond of many of the animal residents, who he 
loved to study and draw. 

Encouraged 

His love of animals came from his father, a 
doctor and surgeon from Ceylon, now known 
as Sri Lanka, who told him stories about the 
wild animals and encouraged his art. 

He said: “As a four-year-old I drew tigers 
and other animals and was always encouraged 
by my father. 

“Dad trained in the UK and worked as a GP 
in Birmingham, where I was born. He told me 
stories of leopards and elephants in the jungle 
and told me I was an artist and not a doctor. 

“Forty years later I became a self-employed 
artist, having learned to understand the big 
cats and other animals whilst working as a zoo 
keeper at Dudley Zoo. 

“I was soon sacked for spending too much 
time drawing and studying the animals. This 
was my only art school.” 

Mr Samaraweera said he grew a particular 
soft spot for some of the animals during his 


time at the attraction. He added: “I fell in love 
with Grace the giraffe, who took a banana 
from my coat pocket each day with her long 
tongue. 

“I used to walk the cheetahs round the zoo, 
which always caused excitement, and much 


amusement when one lay down and would not 
be budged. It often took two keepers just to 
move it!” 

After leaving the zoo his art career took off, 
leading him to exhibit at the Royal Academy, 
The Society of Wood Engravers, The Graphic 


Society, The Society of Wildlife Artists and 
The Pastel Society. In the 1970s his ‘Clouded 
Leopard’ picture was the biggest-selling print 
in America. 

He said: “After training as a teacher, my 
wife Sue and I went to teach in Jamaica and I 
lectured in art and English literature. 

“Later my publisher and great friend, the 
late John Solomon, gave me my first 

London exhibition, which sold out. John 
then published several prints during the 1970s 
and my painting of a clouded leopard became 
the best-selling print in America. 

“The house we now live in is called Solomon 
House, after John Solomon, and the royalties 
from the leopard print and many others paid 
for our home. 

“John told me I must paint for love and 
never money - and I never forgot this sound 
advice. Like most artists, I am very driven and 
have to go to my studio every day.” 

Mr Samaraweera, who now lives in South 
Wales, wanted to thank the zoo for inspiring 
his career as an artist, which has spanned five 
decades. 

His nephew Phil Brooks, who is head of pho¬ 
tography at Dudley College, delivered the art¬ 
works to the zoo. 

Professional 

“The three pictures are to say thank you to 
Dudley Zoo for inspiring uncle Sam and also 
to try and make amends for him not being the 
best ever zoo keeper. 

“He’s been a professional wildlife painter for 
the last 50 years and to this day credits Dudley 
Zoo as the catalyst for his career. Uncle Sam 
was only at the zoo for a year but he did love 
the animals, especially the big cats. 

“His doctor says it’s the painting which 
keeps uncle Sam young because he gets so 
deeply lost in his work that it puts him into a 
meditative state.” 

Zoo director Derek Grove said: “We are so 
grateful to Sam for giving us these incredible 
pieces of art. “I’m glad he’s enjoyed such a re¬ 
warding career in art after leaving zoo keep¬ 
ing behind and we’ll definitely make sure the 
paintings take pride of place at Dudley Zoo.” 



digital and lithographic print & design 


leaflets flyers posters banners invoices 
businesscards complimentslips letterheads 
lamination ncrbooks pads deliverynotes 
brochures plancopies/scans raffletickets 
rubberstamps faxservice colourcopies 
black&whitecopies freelocaldelivery 
Parkfield Road I Stourbridge I West Midlands I DY81 HD 
T 01384 482109 

E brierleyprinters@btconnect.com 2 $ 
www.brierleyprinters.co.uk 


Homeclad 




TILE EDGING 


BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 ■£ 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



Muison De 1m Beualer 

WHEAi STYLE IS CREATED 

We deal in best 
quality hair extensions, 
wigs, ponytails, 
hair accessories, 
afro Caribbean, 
beauty products, 
contact lenses. 
Beauty Room Now Open 
Slails, Eyelash Extensions 
and Waxing 
Professional 

Btair & “Beauty 

Supplies J 


07746 397 441 / 01384 378589 

126 High Street Stourbridge, DY81D 




-v 

Gardening Services & Shed 
Re-felts Also Undertaken. 


Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beaten!! 

Ol384 834197 
07927 014217 






























































Drones — execution without trial 


APPARENTLY launching killer drone 
planes flown by remote control by the RAF 
in Great Britain to kill people in foreign 
lands is considered legal by our Govern¬ 
ment, even though we are not actually at 
war with the country being attacked by our 
remote-controlled terminators. 

Predator drones, like all machines, lack 
the human qualities of judgment, mercy, 
and compassion and their operators are 
in no danger, hidden away in a warm and 
comfy RAF bunker. 

What has happened to the Geneva Con¬ 


vention? Britain once led the world in de¬ 
mocracy, Magna Carta, joining NATO, the 
UN, and European Human Rights Conven¬ 
tion. Now we see a British Prime Minister 
ordering the death of people with no trial. 

Anonymous killer drone operators never 
answer the consequences for their actions. 
Mr Cameron ordered the execution, but his 
henchmen or women are never named and 
shamed. Will we ever have drone executions 
on British soil? 

G E FANTHOM 
Swindon Village 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Private care sector 
a crisis 


Cameron 
is right on 
migrants 

TIM Farron has condemned 
the Government for their 
stance on the Syrian refu¬ 
gee crisis, but the Liberal 
Democrat leader and La¬ 
bour party supporters must 
realise we just cannot take 
in endless amounts of mi¬ 
grants that we are unable to 
cope with. 

Estimates suggest that 
with current birth rates, the 
UK’s population will rise by 
a projected 20 million in the 
next 30 years. 

This rise in our popula¬ 
tion is already putting im¬ 
mense strain on our public 
services, school places, hos¬ 
pitals, now the Government 
want a million houses built 
over the next few years, if 
they can find the space. 

So I think David Cameron 
is right to restrict the num¬ 
ber of Syrian refugees com¬ 
ing to Britain to 20,000 over 
a five-year period, while at 
the same time giving gen¬ 
erous financial support to 
refugee camps in the Middle 
East, which in turn could 
deter people from making 
life threatening efforts to 
gain entry into Europe. 

A P CUFF 
Stourbridge 


is facing 

CURRENTLY across the 
West Midlands some 26,300 
people are looked after in 
residential care and a sim¬ 
ilar number receive care 
packages in their homes. 

The majority of that care 
is from private providers, 
who, according to regional 
figures released by Skills 
for Care - the development 
body for adult social care in 
England - employ a stagger¬ 
ing 125,000 carers. 

It’s an immense work¬ 
force and sadly, like no time 
ever before, is under threat. 

Care businesses in this 
part of the country rely 
heavily on local authorities 
purchasing beds as a pri¬ 
mary income generator. 

Revised regulatory gov¬ 
ernance, government 
austerity measures, the 


Chancellor’s living wage leg¬ 
islation and councils paying 
fees for the last nine years 
that have not tracked the 
real cost of care, now result 
in homes on the verge of 
closure. 

Occupancy across the re¬ 
gion is running at 97 per 
cent. When our homes fail, 
where will we put those who 
are displaced? We have been 
creative and made savings 
to the point where there are 
none left to make without 
compromising Commission 
regulation. 

We are appealing for MPs, 
councillors, local authority 
officers and Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Groups to join 
with us to find a way ahead. 

DEBBIE LE QUESNE 

West Midland 

Care Association 


Rules will go 
up in smoke 

HOW can the new law on 
smoking be policed? The 
law now says that, it is il¬ 
legal to smoke in a car with 
a person under the age of 
18 in the vehicle. Not only 
has the perpetrator got to 
be seen by a police officer, 
apart from being in a child’s 
seat, how will a PC know if 
the passenger is under the 
age? 

What if the driver is 
under 18 and smoking? 

Every day drivers can be 
seen using mobile phones, 
speeding, driving through 
traffic lights on red, parking 
on zigzag lines at pedestrian 
crossings. How many are 
caught by the law? 

The chances of them 
being caught in the future 
are probably even less than 
you thought. 

There are not enough 
police to turn out for break- 
ins, and it will get worse, 
just ask any police officer. 

N D CADDICK 

Coseley 

Appointment 
admin snag 

YOUR article regarding 
missed NHS appointments 
made no reference to the 
amount of appointments 
missed through lack of ap¬ 
propriate administration. 

I was referred by my GP 
and the letter notifying me 
of the appointment was 
dated and actually post 
marked a further seven 
days after that! I was lucky 
that the actual appointment 
was a further month down 
the line. The often forgot¬ 
ten administrators are an 
important link and should 
not be the first to go in any 
cost-cutting exercises. 

MICHAEL TROON 
Wollescote 



ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COONTRY 
SALE NOW ON 


Over 200 Part Rolls 
ALL LESS 50% 

k At STD we have the best 
^ fitters and we are NEVER 
undercut on price 



Normal 
Price sq yd 

Contract Quality 

Axminster 80/20 £79.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 £59.95 


100% Wool Naturals £19.95 
Tomkinsons 

80/20 Wool Twist £35.00 
Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 £35.00 
Heavy Duty Saxonys £19.95 
Stainfree Heavy Twist £18.95 
Gel Back Kitchen Carpet £12.95 


Sale 
Price sq yd 

£29.95 

£17.95 

£7.95 

£9.95 

£12.95 

£9.95 

£6.95 

£3.95 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 



Experience 


EOR AIL YOUR NEW WINDOWS 




DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 


IMML 


UPVC FRONT ■ UPVC 
DOOR ■ BACK DOOR 


£375 OP® 

Fitted 0®(o^g 


From 

£450 

Fitted 


Latest Colours Beautiful 

Composite Coloured 
Doors upvc Doors 
from from only 

£750 £550 

fitted fitted 

CALL IN TODAY FOR A BROCHURE 


Certass 
Insurance 
10 year i 
guarantee J 


QUAIllilWj 


01384,292484, TO) KIND) OUT MOREL.., 




W OLLAST ON I SHOWROOM 


ITelilOi1r384t2v24B4 www.dudleydoors.com 
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The 350 hp Sunbeam on Pendine Sands, first car over 150 mph 



The JCB DieselMax on Bonneville Salt Flats Boulton & Paul wind tunnel model of the 350hp Sunbeam 



George Eyston’s Thunderbolt under construction 



Producing records 
at a rate of knots 


STAFFORDSHIRE may 
well be the greatest coun¬ 
ty in the world for produc¬ 
ing Land Speed Record 
breaking cars. 

The chief engineer at the 
Sunbeam Motor Car Co in Wol¬ 
verhampton, Louis Coatalen, 
was a great advocate of racing, 
and it was his post-First World 
War racing car usually called 
the Sunbeam 350 hp which 
first broke the World Land 
Speed Record (LSR). 

It was powered by a version of 
a V12 Sunbeam Manitou aero en¬ 
gine, and after the famous pilot 
Harry Hawker had crashed it at 
Brooklands, Malcolm Campbell 
took it to the Saltburn Speed Tri¬ 
als and set a world record time of 
138.08 mph, which was not ratified 
because only stop watches were 
used for timing. 

Boulton & Paul of Norwich then 
tested it in their wind tunnel and 
improved its aerodynamics with 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


a new cowl and streamlined tail. 
Campbell took it to Pendine Sands 
in September 1924, and set an 
official LSR of 146.16 mph. The 
following year he went back, and 
increased his record to 150.87 mph, 
the first car in the world to exceed 
150mph. 

Recently Campbell’s grandson 
drove the newly restored 350 hp 
Sunbeam on Pendine, though at a 
more sedate pace. 

In March 1926 Henry Seagrave, 
one of the other great names in 
speed record attempts, took the 
brand new Sunbeam Tiger racing 
car to Southport sands and raised 
the record to 152.33 mph. 

This car, which had the smallest 
engine ever to hold the LSR, still 
exists in Utah, where it was driven 
at 159 mph in 1990. 

Next, Coatalen produced a pur¬ 
pose-built LSR car for Henry Sea- 
grave to attempt to break the 200 


mph barrier for the first time. Fit¬ 
ted with two 450 hp Sunbeam Mat- 
ablele aero-engines, the lOOOhp 
Sunbeam, aka Slug, achieved 
203.79 mph on Daytona Beach in 
March 1927. 

The baton was now passed to 
Coseley, where Bean Cars built the 
Thunderbolt for George Eyston, 
powered by two 36.7 litre Rolls- 
Royce V12 engines. 

With this car Eyston took the 
record at Bonneville Salt Flats, 
in November 1937 with a speed 
of 311.49 mph. The LSR changed 
hands several times over the next 
few months, with John Cobb in 
competition with Eyston, who 
raised it to 345.49 mph in August 
1938, and finally 357.50 mph in 
September. 

Staffordshire returned to the 
world of speed records in 2006, 
when Uttoxeter’s JCB sent their 
specially commissioned JCB 
DieselMax, powered by two tur¬ 
bo-charged JCB diesel engines to 
Bonneville, and broke the LSR for 
diesel powered-cars at 328.77 mph. 



The 350hp Sunbeam at Brooklands before streamlining 


Brierley Hill Bathrooms 







































Bully send off for 420 
village charity runners 


HUNDREDS of runners were 
under Steve Bull’s starting 
orders as record numbers 
took part in the annual Kinver 
and Enville ‘two villages’ 10k. 

A total of 420 people took part 
on Sunday at Enville Hall, a new 
venue for the event in aid of Dud¬ 
ley charity Action Heart. 

The run, over 10k and a fami¬ 
ly-friendly 2k course, is organised 
by Rotarians and was celebrating its 
tenth year. 

All money raised by the partici¬ 
pants is donated to Action Heart, with 
all costs covered by event sponsor 
BodyKraft. 

BBC Midlands Today presenter 
Nick Owen was on hand to start the 
2k runners before the Wolves legend 
took over for the main event. 

Selfie 

Roy Sanders, President of Kinver 
Rotary Club, said: “Steve was great 
with us. Really, he is just like your 
best mate. 

“Anyone who wanted a selfie there 
was absolutely no problem. He was 
very approachable.” 

The run has previously started from 
Potter’s Cross but organisers arranged 
a switch this year to Enville Hall, a 
working estate near Kinver that is still 
a family home. 

The extra open space allowed the 
rotary club to bring in a bouncy castle 
and entertainment for children. 

Graham Wildgoose, aged 52, from 
Wordsley, was among 18 runners tak¬ 
ing part from Dudley Kingswinford 
Running Club. 

“It was the first time I have done the 
event and I can tell you that is a real 
tough run,” he said. 

“As a club we did really well. Our 
man Ben Foster won the whole race.” 



Wolves legend Steve Bull starts the Kinver 10k race at Enville Hall, near Kinver 



Richard Homer with sisters Anna and Lucy Hingley and Dave Stewart of Stourbridge 



DOMESTIC 



r 'i 

TUMBLE 

DRYERS 

From 

£129.00 

L_ J. 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

From 

£149.00 




VACUUM 

CLEANERS 

From 

£30.00 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£129.00 


175, HIGH STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 3BU 
TEL: 07538 005 637 OR 07429 705 750 



■r Replace the 
Existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
< room you can use 
W. all year rounded 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON OCTOBER INSTALLATIONS 

IS r indows^]||l 

R | | Jj Conservatories^/^ 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Orangeries^yorches; 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Fascias & Soffit Boards 


Guardiar 

Warm Roof 


VERY 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 






Repair 

Service 

Available 


Every window and 
conservatory is custom made 
to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience 
and know how than Rydale, 
and that’s why we have 
been in business for more 
than 30 years. 


ULTIMATE SECURITY GIARANTEE 


RydalejtakeTsecurity 


/ery seriously te d 


g c 


on ALL products 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give Rydale a ring 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


are 33 years old this month 



...and to celebrate* throughout October we are offering 

33% off all orders 

So now you can have your cake and eat it! 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 








www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


Showroom Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, 
Saturday 10am-3.30pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


Orangeries and 
^ Conservatories 
01902 897000 


Q -iiVTi 


fil 



Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 
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ENTERPRISE GLASS & 
GLAZING Ltd 

of Brierley Hill 

Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the 
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since 
the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading 
manufacturer, supplier and installer of quality 
windows, conservatories and 
doors direct to the public. 


MISTED 

luffirsg 

We replace any size quickly, 
call today for FREE quotation 

01384 57lii§ 


Design & Service 
You Can Trust! 




Kill 



> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 

From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working luce 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

w THE GUILD 

VftV OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN . 2 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01384 232413 01299 877718 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 

Thursdays 9am - 7pm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


I VISA 1 I 




www.qkm.org.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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OPPORTUNITY 


6ALL NOW LFOR 
IRREE 


mm 


QUOTATION 

UPVC CLEANING 


JET WASHING SERVICES 

• GET YOUR DRIVE PROFESSIONALLY 
JET WASHED FROM ONLY £100 

• AREA SANDED & WEEDS KILLED 


• CONSERVATORY AND 
ORANGERIES PROFESSIONALLY 
CLEANED 

• GUTTER, FASCIAS, SOFFITS 
CLEANED AND FLUSHED CLEAR * WE ALS0 SEAL > REPAIR, 

•WINDOW FRAMES AND RELAY BLOCK PAVING 

PORCHES DEEP CLEANED AND PATIO AREAS 

www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 
Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 



CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


■ 


'—I 

QuEENiiB LINDS 

l| | - - 


l|p* 


3 for Cl00 





3forC129 3 for C199 


orid« Vanotian Roman, "ni*or, Vert col. Valur Seated ^ 

_*ippl.ed8 Fitted within 5 days ^ 

~ OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK* | 
^0.3OAM TILL 7PM; 3 ^ 

m * 

MEASURING^ 

AFITT1N0 ♦ 

ttJfonth Guarani** T*rm» t Condition* Apply ► 



3 Vertical 
Blinds 

-£89 


FREEPHONE 

07707 435964 www.Quotnbllftdf.co .ia 0800 907 8631 


Everyone gets what 
no one voted for 


DANIEL 
WAINWRIGH? 



THE kingdom of Mercia ris¬ 
ing up to challenge the ex¬ 
pansionist West Midlands 
Combined Authority has a 
certain romance to it. 

Of course it’s really rather more 
bureaucratic than that. 

The counties of Staffordshire and 
Shropshire don’t see themselves as 
part of what is commonly known as 
the West Midlands, or do they want to 
be left behind to become a leafy meat 
in the sandwich of a Northern Power¬ 
house and a Midlands Engine. 

The rural counties are facing the 
same dilemma that the Black Country 
and Birmingham had a year ago. 

If they do not throw their lot in 
with someone, they risk losing out on 
investment and powers to the likes of 
Greater Manchester. 

Pride 

But they also have their own pride 
and their own identities. Similarly, 
they have their own separate issues. 

Staffordshire is not Birmingham, 
even if many people in some parts of 
it happen to work in the second city. 

So the suggestion by MPs Gavin 
Williamson, Jeremy Lefroy and 
Karen Bradley is for Staffordshire, 
Shropshire, Derbyshire and Notting¬ 
hamshire to join forces in a ‘Mercian 
economic partnership’. 

Mercia is a much nicer name than 
West Midlands Combined Authority, 
or WMCA, which seems to be racing 
ahead, if the leaked document about 
its bid for devolved powers is anything 
to go by. No-one connected with the 



Would George Osborne go for the nationalisation of the M6 Toll? 


WMCA is allowed to talk about what 
is meant to be a work in progress. 

For a start, until this document 
came to light there was no firm plan 
to accept an elected mayor. 

Now we find the first citizen of the 
West Midlands is not only very much 
on the cards but also set to have the 
power to levy council tax. And there’s 
an ambitious bid for millions of 
pounds of taxpayers’ money to make 
the M6 Toll free to use. 

It might well put paid to any sug¬ 
gestions of reviving the Western Or¬ 
bital Route. But would the Chancellor 
go for it? Nationalising a private com¬ 
pany doesn’t sound particularly Tory. 
Yet if it’s in the powers of a democrat¬ 
ically elected regional mayor, George 
Osborne can wash his hands of the 
whole thing. Another thing we have 


learned is that Telford and Wrekin 
wants in to the WMCA, following Can¬ 
nock Chase and Tamworth. 

The three won’t be full members, 
but rather ‘non-constituent’ ones. 
What that means is a seat at the table 
and voting rights, but no involvement 
in the devolution deal. That leaves 
them free to sign up to the Stafford¬ 
shire MPs’ grand Mercia plan as well. 

It’s all starting to get a little messy. 

There’s also still the issue of a small 
but vocal group of people who feel 
rather cheated that they will not get 
a referendum on the matter. 

And there’s the rub on devolution. 
It’s all meant to be about democracy 
and putting power in the hands of the 
people. But as things stand, every¬ 
one’s going to get what no-one voted 
for. 



"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 













































































'I blubbed like a baby 
but I'm still standing' 


A PROUD son has created a touch¬ 
ing video revealing how his father 
defied medics who told him he had 
just one year to live. 

Adrian Webb was diagnosed with 
skin cancer in September 2012 after 
his wife Michelle noticed a mole on 
his back had changed colour. 

In the video Adrian’s son Josh,a 
22-year-old deputy manager at Aldi, 
holds up cards explaining that the 
cancer spread to his father’s lungs, 
spleen, liver, bowel and spine. 

Doctors gave him a year to live, 
but he has beat the odds and has 
now pledged to raise £25,000 for 
Cancer Research UK to help others. 

It initially gives the impression 
Adrian didn’t make his 50th birth¬ 
day this year, but the final clips show 
Adrian walking into shot with a card 
reading ‘Thanks to research - I’m 
still standing’ and he hugs his wife 


and 19-year-old daughter Amelia. 

The music distribution manager 
from Netherton credits trial drugs 
for keeping him alive so far. 

He said: “The consultant said I 
might have as little as 12 months 
left. I blubbed like a two-year-old 
because I thought it was all over. 

“Once I’d stopped blubbing I said 
OK what can you do for me? That’s 
when they said that there might be 
a trial drug option.” 

So far Adrian has been given three 
drugs and been told his cancer has 
shrunk to a trace. He added: “I’m a 
very positive person. I have to see 
my daughter get a degree, I have to 
see both my children get married.” 

The Stand Up To Cancer fundrais¬ 
ing initiative were so impressed with 
the film they have showcased it on 
their Facebook page, where it has 
been viewed more than 5,000 views. 



Still standing — Adrian Webb with son Josh, 22, whose video celebrated his determination to survive 


Volunteers needed 
for diabetes support 

DIABETES UK is looking for people in Dudley with 
Type 2 diabetes who are interested in helping to support 
others who also have the condition. 

The charity is pioneering a new service called Type 2 
Together, which will connect people who have Type 2 
diabetes in local surroundings. Diabetes UK is seeking 
to recruit and train volunteers with Type 2 diabetes in 
Dudley to lead these relaxed, informal group sessions. 

Peter Shorrick, Midlands Regional Manager for Dia¬ 
betes UK, said: “We know that people with Type 2 di¬ 
abetes can often feel worried or unsure about how best 
to manage their condition. The new service is all about 
helping people meet others who also have the condition, 
and supporting them to learn more about how to manage 
their diabetes better.” 

Would-be volunteers will need to be able to commit to 
a day of training and a few hours of volunteering each 
month. Diabetes UK will provide practical tools and a 
specialist educator to help support them. 

To find out about volunteering, or to register, call 0345 
123 2399 or email Type2Together@diabetes.org.uk 


Motorway 
upgrade 
plans are 
‘re-heated’ 

A £1.8 billion package of motorway improve¬ 
ments has been branded as ‘re-heating’ old 
plans announced multiple times over the 
past five years. 

Highways England unveiled 10 projects to cut 
congestion and improve journeys in the West Mid¬ 
lands at an even in Birmingham. 

The schemes include: 

Building the M54/M6/M6 
Toll link road —first an¬ 
nounced in 2003, revived in 
2010 and funding commit¬ 
ted in 2013. 

Constructing two new 
bridges at junction 10 of 
the M6 at Walsall to widen 
the roundabout and create 
four lanes — announced in 
July last year by Chancellor 
George Osborne. 

Upgrading the M6 junc¬ 
tions 13-15 from Stafford 
to Stoke to four lane ‘smart 
motorways’ with variable 
speed limits — first revealed 
in summer 2013. 

M5 improvements be¬ 
tween junctions 5 and 7 — 
announced in December. 

Highways England re¬ 
gional director, Tim Harbot 
said: “These new schemes 
will bring huge improve¬ 
ments to journeys around 
the Midlands. 

Record 

“The Government has 
committed record funding 
to specific transport projects 
here so the Midlands can act 
as a transport hub for the 
entire country. 

“As Highways England, 
we’re delivering that in¬ 
vestment to help to unlock 
billions for the economy by 
increasing road capacity, 
improving the flow of traf¬ 
fic and improving safety 
and accessibility for all road 
users ?? 

But Warley MP John 
Spellar was critical, saying 
many of the schemes had 
been announced at least 
three times in the past year. 

He said: “I am absolutely 
astonished that the trans¬ 
port department and their 



John Spellar MP - astonished 


companies are continuing 
to re-heat existing proposals 
and give the impression that 
they are new. 

“Good hardy folk in the 
Black Country and West 
Midlands will not be fooled 
by this. We want less talk 
and more action. When will 
they learn?” 

A Highways England 
spokesman said it was the 
first time the company, 
which has replaced the 
Highways Agency in April, 
had discussed details of the 
plans. 

Officials met with suppli¬ 
ers to set out how the money 
will be spent to improve the 
roads. 

In total, £600 million will 
be spent on maintenance, 
including £160m to resur¬ 
face more than 900 miles 
of carriageway, £225m for 
repairing and renewing 
structures like bridges and 
viaducts, and £60m to im¬ 
prove vehicle barriers by 
2020. 

Bosses said they are yet to 
choose what route the M54/ 
M6/M6 Toll link road will 
take. 


For first-time buyers 

THE Tipton and Coseley Building Society has launched a 
100 per cent mortgage to help first-time buyers get on the 
property ladder. The Tipton’s 100 per cent Family Assist 
mortgage has been designed to help those who don’t have 
a deposit borrow up to 100 per cent of the property’s pur¬ 
chase price, with a charge taken against a family member’s 
property as security. It has a variable rate of 3.99 per cent. 



Fiona corner group. WAS £909 


Pay nothing until next year* 

No deposit... No interest ever! 
Final week... last few days to save! 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


ILLIAM&SONS www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Backed up by our Price Match Promise! 
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0% APR *D e f erre d interest free credit offer available on balances over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0.00. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 

REPRESENTATIVE Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Subject to status. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 



























“I switched and 
saved over £300” 


Sign up to Dudley’s Big Switch and we will 
get energy companies to compete to win 
you as a customer 


It’s free to register 
and we will aim to 
get you the very 
best energy deal 


Register by 12 Oct 2015 


Simply call Dudley Council Plus on 


0300 555 2345 



Why Woodrobes? 


woodrobes 


Call 01562 825033 

for your FREE no obligation quote 

Treat Yourself 


bespoke fitted 
bedrooms 
made in 
the UK 


Style 

Traditional or modem style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 

Quality 

We manufacture our own 
fitted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 

Choice 



Our range of 25 styles and 
60 finishes leaves you spoiled 
for choice 

Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 

Guarantee 

All our products carry a 10 
year guarantee, giving you 
peace of mind 


From Classic To Contemporary 



And Everything In-Between 


Over 70 colours and finishes, 24 different styles, dozens of 
sliding door combinations with soft closers, touch-to-open 
drawers and the Woodrobes quality guarantee. 
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Established 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI I 6XJ 


Guest digs 
in for talk 
about bulbs 

Clent Gardening Club 

AT the beginning of Sep¬ 
tember the club held the 
Annual Clent Flower Show 
in conjunction with Clent 
WI and there was a splendid 
array of flowers and produce 
on display from club mem¬ 
bers and guests. 

The WI members were 
not to be outdone with their 
own displays of cakes, pre¬ 
serves and crafts. A large 
number of parishioners and 
guests enjoyed the displays 
and next year it is hoped to 
hold a bumper show as it 
will be the show’s 70th an¬ 
niversary. 

The club’s monthly meet¬ 
ing in September welcomed 
guest speaker Dr John Page 
to give a talk on introduc¬ 
ing bulbs. His talk was il¬ 
lustrated with a splendid 
array of photographs of 
bulbs flowering throughout 
the year both in the UK and 
beyond. 

He gave advice on the cul¬ 
tivation and care of bulbs 
with different varieties re¬ 
quiring different levels of 
care and attention which 
was attentively received by 
his audience. 

At the end of the meeting 
the chairman announced 
the results of the monthly 
competitions and reminded 
members that the next 
monthly meeting is on Fri¬ 
day October 23 when Ingrid 
Millington will give a sea¬ 
sonal talk entitled Autumn 
in the Garden. 

Meetings which are held 
at Clent Village Hall on the 
fourth Friday each month. 
Visit https://clentgardening- 
club.wordpress.com or call 
chairman Martin Grange 
01562 883009 or 07917 
184762 for more details. 


Evening not to be 
missed for villagers 


Relating history 
of Lunar Society 

Amblecote History Society 


THE next meeting of the Amblecote History Society 
will take place on Wednesday, October 14, starting 
at 7.30pm in the Furnace Theatre at The Ruskin 
Centre in Amblecote. 

The speaker will be Andrew Lound who will relate 
the story of one of the most influential groups in the 
18th century, the Lunar Society, whose interests in 
astronomy based on new research has revealed some 
surprising facts. 

Andrew presents his Odyssey dramatic presenta¬ 
tion about the astronomical work of James Watt, 
Matthew Boulton & Joseph Priestley - a dramatic 
presentation, beautifully illustrated and accompa¬ 
nied by music and presented with 18th century flair! 
Not to be missed, so arrive early to get a good seat in 
the larger theatre at The Ruskin Centre. 

Visitors are always most welcome at a small ad¬ 
mission charge of £2 on the door. 

The society meets on every second Wednesday of 
the month and enjoys a varied programme with out¬ 
door meetings during the summer months. 

To learn more about the society and the remain¬ 
der of the 2015 meeting programme as well as to 
access many interesting articles and photographs of 
the area visit: www.amblecotehistorysociety.org.uk 


Sedgley Local History Society 


THE first Andrew Barnett & 
Trevor Genge Memorial Lecture 
takes place tonight (Thursday 
October 8) at 7.30pm in St An¬ 
drew’s Church, Bilston Street, 
Sedgley. The speaker is Ned 
Williams the well known Black 
Country historian and author. 

Ned explores the Gornals (the 
subject of his 50th book) and 
shares his warm affection for 
the villagers and their traditions. 
This illustrated presentation re¬ 
flects a flavour of Black Country 
life still around, but fast disap¬ 
pearing. 

For past and present Gornal 
folk it is an evening not to be 
missed. 

As usual visitors are invited to 
come along - admission £1. An¬ 
nual membership of the society 
costs £5 and gives free access to 
the programme of talks. 

Schoolteachers. Andrew Bar- 
net and Trevor Genge were 
co-founders of the Sedgley Local 
History Society in 1984. Andrew 
launched the Sedgley Local His¬ 
tory Museum, which closed in 
2004, and Trevor published five 
books on the Sedgley Manor vil¬ 
lages. Both were avid research¬ 
ers and staunch supporters of 
conservation projects). 


Odes on experience of life 


MEMBERS and visitors met on September 
23. The meeting began with the speaker 
Ken Gilkes whose talk was entitled Odes of 
Life and Laughter. 

He began by saying how boring his life is 
and how he only knows what day it is ac¬ 
cording to which breakfast he is given. 

This struck a chord with the group and 
then from start to finish the ladies never 
stopped laughing as he recited his odes, 


MyTime Over Fifties 


written in response to his experiences of 
life. MyTime Over Fifties meets in the Am¬ 
blecote Room at Stourbridge Town Hall on 
the fourth Wednesday in the month. The 
next meeting is on October 28 when Linda 
Ellis will update the group on macular de¬ 
generation. For more details call Audrey on 
01384 864223 or Graham on 01384 393499. 
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Business pals help to 
furnish homes for veterans 


TWO best friends from Brierley 
have put their DIY skills to the test 
by lending a helping hand to veter¬ 
ans in Manchester — and their work 
can be seen on a popular TV show. 

David Perry and Jamie Wood, 
from Stourbridge, were approached 
by DIY SOS to help them spend 
two weeks transforming streets in 
Newton Heath for former soldiers to 
move into with their families. 

Reclaimed 

The team behind the BBC pro¬ 
gramme, hosted by Nick Knowles, 
wanted to see whether the fledgling 
furniture company could help to¬ 
wards their latest project. 


The former Stourbridge College 
students, both 28, jumped at the 
chance. 

101 Furniture, which started last 
year, specialises in making industri¬ 
al-style furniture out of reclaimed 
timber and steel. 

They donated a large outdoor din¬ 
ing table and benches to the project, 
as well as a four-seater garden bistro 
table with four matching stools. 

They were used as part of a pro¬ 
ject to help transform eight existing 
houses for forces veterans to be fea¬ 
tured in the BBC One two-part pro¬ 
gramme DIY SOS specialthat will be 
seen on TV on October 14 and 21 on 
BBC1, both episodes from 8pm. 



David Perry, left, and Jamie Woods, right, with the presenter of TV’s DIY SOS Nick Knowles 


Jail for motorist who 
almost hit runners 

A DRINK-driver who drove onto a Birmingham 10K 
course run, narrowly missing runners, has been jailed 
for 14 months. 

Unemployed Ibrar Shazad Boston, ignored marshalls 
at the Morrison’s Great Birmingham 10k Road Race on 
May 3 and drove his blue Renault Megane over grass 
and a pavement. Police spotted Boston gesticulating at 
a council worker in a road sweeper who was blocking his 
path on Pershore Road. As motorbike officer approached 
Boston drove off at speed, narrowly missing runners and 
just missing the police bike. Boston drove through cones 
along Sherlock Street, before colliding with railings and 
abandoning the vehicle. He was arrested nearby. 

The 35-year-old of Cooksey Road, Small Heath, 
pleaded guilty to dangerous driving and with excess al¬ 
cohol at Birmingham Crown Court where he was banned 
from driving for over four years. 
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Refugees 
are human: 
Ex-target 
of Taliban 

A MAN who fled the tyranny of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan has called on people to remem¬ 
ber that there are human beings behind the 
numbers, in the midst of the Syrian refugee 
situation. 

His comments came in the wake of some coun¬ 
cils in the region asking for guarantees of further 
Government funding before taking on their share 
of 20,000 Syrians due to 
come to the UK. 

The councils’ concerns 
drew sympathy from Ro- 
hulla Yakobi, who was 
tortured in his native Af¬ 
ghanistan when he was just 
12 years old. 

The 28-year-old father of 
two, from Oxley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, came to Britain 
in 2004 and now works with 
the Human Security Centre, 
a think tank in London. 

He said: “It’s entirely un¬ 
derstandable that they may 
resist more people coming 
into their area, given the 
budgetary constraints coun¬ 
cils are going through, par¬ 
ticularly if an asylum seeker 
is not allowed to work and 
contribute. 

“Someone arriving as I 
did will have no sense of 
Britishness and will have to 
find their own way. 

“But I’ve never doubted 
the generosity of the British 
people and I’m delighted to 
be a British citizen myself. 

“When we look at statis¬ 
tics and figures like this we 
do not see the human be¬ 
ings. We forget the human 
side of the crisis. 

“What we’re talking 



Rohullah Yakobi — fled 
tyranny in Afghanistan 


about here are numbers, 
costs, housing and so on. 
We have to remember that 
there are people at the heart 
of this.” 

• The Chronicle would 
like to clarify that the pho¬ 
tograph used of Mr Yakobi 
and his family in last week’s 
edition was intended to il¬ 
lustrate his comments on 
the Syrian refugees issue. 
However, his quotes wer¬ 
en’t used and subsequently 
we would like to apologise 
to Mr Yakobi for any incon¬ 
venience or distress caused 
by this. 


Chaotic launch for 
Kim’s new album 

Kim Lowings and the Greenwood 
Scary Canary, Stourbridge 

THE launch of Kim Lowings and the Greenwood’s sec¬ 
ond full album, Historia, in the heart of her home town of 
Stourbridge was a little chaotic. The venue Scary Canary, 
an upper room off the town’s High Street, is certainly a 
work in progress resembling a cross between a building 
site and a second hand furniture shop. However, the venue 
was packed with family, friends and fans which gave it a 
good atmosphere. 

Lowings was suffering the aftermath of a throat infection 
and there were problems getting the sound right but the 
band soldiered on. It was a muted start with Lowings’ voice 
quite reserved. She switched to the dulcimer for Maggie’s 
Song, inspired by a boat trip and drunkenness off the coast 
of Croatia. The band, Lowings, Andrew Lowings, Dave 
Sutherland and Tim Rogers was joined by Leon Gormley 
and Lewis Jones who played an incredible instrument, the 
Swedish nyckelharpa. The good show was fully appreciated 
and the album is certainly worth adding to your collection. 

Danny Farragher 





Replacement 

will transform your 


Doors 
£2 More 


^ Showroom Opening Times , ^j 

Monday - Friday 10am - 5.30pm 
_ • Saturday 10am - 4pm 
g i Closed Sunday 

OSOO 088 7044 

SINCE 

Nobody beats our Service - 2005 

Nobody beats our Prices 

Go on, put us to the test! 


Its so simple... 

Our proposition is simple. An easy way to put life back into your 
kitchen without the fuss. 

Our clever system will make to measure the exact size doors 
and other components your kitchen needs to make it look as 
good as new, all at the keenest price! 

Buy 5 or more Doors during October and we’ll give you FREE 
handles with every order and until 19 October FREE soft-close 
hinges too! But hurry, this offer is for a limited time. 

For a free brochure or more information call NOW! 


Request a quotation 

today! ( s ee 

www.iudk.co.uk 

§Ea^a 


Less hassle 
Less Money 
Looks Great! 


Ask for a FREE 
Brochure t 


Doors 

Kitchen 


The Company with the most experience 


Kitchen Makeovers 


Order now so its in before Christmas! 


Doors & More 8 Wordsley Green Shoping 
Cntr. Stourbridge DY8 5PD 01384 293654 


Free' 

Free Handles with every order a 

Add a touch of class with Exciting 
Handles from our New Range. 4 
Act now so you Don’t Miss Out! 

+Free 

Soft-Close hinges will add a bit of 
luxury to any kitchen. Act now, 

- Yours free until 19 October! 4 
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c§DVac4Life 


Just £99 

Lifetime vaccination 
protection for your pet 


Protection for your 
dog, cat or rabbit 



For a limited time only 
Includes booster or primary 
vaccination course 


Book your appointment now 

Vets4Pets Stourbridge 

66 High Street, 

Amblecote, 

Stourbridge, DY8 4DH 

Opening times: 

Mon-Fri 8.30am - 7pm, 

Sat 9am - 12pm 

Call: 01384 370 765 

Visit: vets4pets.com/stourbridge 


Limited time only 

£99 Vac4Life 

including primary or booster vaccination 

‘Terms and conditions: Valid atVets4Pets Stourbridge. This offer is 
promoted by Pets at Home Vet Group, Epsom Avenue, Stanley Green 
Trading Estate, Handforth, Cheshire, SK9 3RN. Vac4Life is applicable to 
cats, dogs and rabbits only. Does not include vaccinations for Rabies, 
Chlamydia or Kennel Cough. Vac4Life is fully transferable between all 


Vets4Pets 

Putting your pet first 


Festive Gift Fair just 
the Christmas ticket 


COMPETITION 


COMBINE your Christmas shopping 
with a fun day out as the Festive Gift 
Fair is back, this year celebrating its 
20th birthday. 

Chronicle readers can be there to 
enjoy all the fun of the fair. 

With more than 325 stalls from all 
over the country, overflowing with 
cracking gift ideas, visitors are guaran¬ 
teed to be inspired. 

One of the most popular Christmas 
shopping events in the UK. takes 
place at the National Exhibition Centre 
in Birmingham from November 12-15 
with more to see, try, touch, taste, buy 
and enjoy than ever before. 

The variety is huge, with something 
for all the family - from babies to teen¬ 
agers, from parents to grandparents! 

Youngsters 

There will be entertainment while 
you shop, courtesy of live bands, while 
the fair wouldn’t be the same without 
the most outrageous Dame accompa¬ 
nied by Father Christmas himself. 

For the youngsters there are lots of 
fun and games for tiny tots to school 
children to enjoy. 

Presents to keep forever include 
thoughtful personalised gifts, tree 
decorations and stockings, together 
with and family heirlooms. 

Christmas is the one time of the 
year when everyone can over indulge 
a little. 

At the fair you can sample a host 
of festive favourites before you buy - 
from delicious cheeses to Christmas 
puddings and much more in between, 
with a host of beers and spirits also 
on offer. 

Fragrances, candles, pampering 
products and cookery gifts can also 
be found under the one roof. For more 
information on exhibitors and visiting 
the fair, visit www.festivegiftfair.co.uk 



It wouldn’t be the Festive Gift Fair without Father Christmas 


HOW TO ENTER 

THE Chronicle has teamed up with 
the organisers to offer 10 pairs of 
tickets for the show. To stand a chance 
of winning just answer this simple 
questions. 

The Festive Gift Fair is celebrating 
which anniversary this year? 

Send your answer with your name, 
address and daytime contact details 
to: Festive Gift Fair Competition, 51-53 
Oueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 
1ES. Closing date is October 18. 

Usual Chronicle rules apply. Editor’s 
decision is final. 




SONY BRAVIA 
KD55S8505CBU 

• Smart 3D Ultra HD 4k 55” Curved 
LED TV 

• 4k Ultra HD picture is 4 
times the resolution of HD 

• Curved screen for 
immersive viewing 

• 800 Hz processing rate 

• Smart: Full-catch up 
services & YouTube 

• Tuner: Freeview HD 


i_ 919! 


, WITH 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 


FOUND A CHEAPER PRICE ELSEWHERE WE AIM NOT TO BE BEATEN, COME INSTORE OR GIVE US A CALL | EASY PAYMENT PLANS ALSO AVAILABLE CALL IN FOR A 0 1 


IIIOIFIF KfflJL 

www.geoffhillltd.co.uk 



OPEN Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Tel: 01384 395852 or 01384 397271 

7 High Street, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 4DE 











































































Slimmer Kelly 
sets example 

A WOMAN who shed eight stone in weight 
will be sharing her success with others af¬ 
ter launching her own slimming class. 

Kelly Sansome, 43, of Wynall Lane, 
Wollescote, decided to take action following 
a terrifying experience where she struggled 
to breathe and had to be put on oxygen. 

The mother-of-two was about to turn 40 
at the time and weighed nearly 20st. But 
after joining a slimming group at Dingle 
Community Centre, in Kingswinford, Mrs 
Sansome says she has never looked back. 

She now weighs list and says she is all 
the happier for it and has been inspired to 
help others achieve the same success via 
her own slimming class at Gig Mill Primary 
School, in Norton. 


Call for flag comment apology 
during historian's visit to city 


THE man who branded the Black 
Country flag ‘offensive’ because of 
the connection between chains and 
slavery has been urged to apologise 
when he visits this weekend. 

Historian Patrick Vernon is coming to Wolver¬ 
hampton as part of Black History Month to give 
a talk on the Windrush generation of Caribbean 
migrants at the city’s art gallery. 

The London-based but Wolverhampton-born 


campaigner sparked fury in July when he 
branded the flag, designed by a Dudley school¬ 
girl to celebrate the Black Country’s industrial 
heritage, as ‘insensitive’. 

Sedgley UKIP MEP Bill Etheridge said: “Per¬ 
haps Mr Vernon can take the opportunity to 
learn more about Black Country history and un¬ 
derstand the real relevance of the chain to the 
flag. It would not be amiss for him to apologise 
for the offence he caused.” Ian Austin, Labour 
MP for Dudley North, said: “Perhaps while he 


is in the Black Country Patrick Vernon will 
see the deep sense of pride that people from all 
backgrounds have and see how this region lit the 
spark that fired the industrial revolution.” 

Mr Vernon, aged 54, said: “I am very famil¬ 
iar with the Black Country industrial heritage 
and history. If local people wish to learn more 
about the slave trade and its links with the 
Black Country, I would encourage them to visit 
the various archives and museums in Dudley, 
Sandwell and Wolverhampton.” 


Tenants urged 
to get involved 

RESIDENTS are invited to a housing 
conference to get involved in the running 
of their estates. 

The Dudley Council housing confer¬ 
ence, which is open to anyone living on 
the borough’s council housing estates, 
will promote opportunities for tenants, 
leaseholders and residents to get involved 
in how housing services are delivered. 

It will take place on October 29 at Salt- 
wells Education Centre, in Bowling Green 
Road, Netherton. Lunch will be provided. 
There will be speakers. For more informa¬ 
tion call (01384) 815168 or email partici 
pation@dudley.gov.uk 


Family tributes after 
car crash tragedy 



Craig Griffiths pictured with his five-year-old daughter 

TRIBUTES have been paid to a car enthusiast who died 
when his vehicle smashed into a tree and lamppost beside 
the Birmingham New Road in Dudley. 

Craig Griffiths got out of the car after the crash but then 
suffered a cardiac arrest at the scene. Paramedics treated 
him and he was taken to Russells Hall Hospital where he 
later died. 

The family of Mr Griffiths has released a picture of him 
with his five-year-old daughter. 

Smile 

In a statement, the heartbroken family said: “He was a 
quiet and shy young man with a cheeky, infectious smile 
and he would do anything for anyone, always put others 
first.” 

The 26-year-old from Netherton was described as a bril¬ 
liant father. 

The crash happened near the empty King Arthur pub at 
around 10.20pm on September 29. No other vehicles are 
believed to have been involved. 

A passenger, aged 26, suffered minor injuries and was 
taken to hospital for treatment. 

Floral tributes have been placed at the site by friends 
and family. 

Peer is tempted to 
run for mayor role 

DIGBY Jones, one of the most prominent figures in British 
business has admitted he is “sorely tempted” by the idea of 
running as mayor of his native West Midlands. 

But Lord Jones of Birmingham said the chances of put¬ 
ting himself forward as head of the region’s new combined 
authority were currently no more than “five or ten per 
cent”. He was talking during a business mini-conference 
on board the Queen Elizabeth cruise liner at the weekend, 
organised by Black County property tycoon Roy Richardson 
and his family. 

Senior company executives and leading figures from the 
business community took part in a series of debates on the 
combined authority and what it could mean for the region. 

Lord Jones said big metropolitan councils like Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham would need to give up powers to 
make the new authority effective “but turkeys don’t vote 
for Christmas.” 



of a new kitchen! 


Yi 




KITCHEN MAKEOVER 


Kitchen Makeovers 


without the hassle of a traditional rip-out & re-fit! 

ORDER NOW FOR INSTALLATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS! 


Cherry pick 
from the best! 


✓ GREAT VALUE 

V GREAT PRICES 
y GREAT SERVICE 


VISIT THE MIDLANDS’ 


LARGEST 

KITCHEN MAKEOVER 



I 




CAMARCJ polTfuor COLONIA 


Why choose Cherry? 

© Avoid the upheaval and expense of replacing your cabinets 
© Transform your kitchen - a simple door change to a complete makeover 
© Retain your cabinets - avoid waste, save money & help the environment! 

© The latest selection of Kitchen door designs and styles 
© Huge choice of worktops from Laminate to Granite and Quartz 
© A vast choice of top brand appliances to choose from 
© A beautiful range of quality luxury flooring available 
© Average installation only 2 to 3 days - less mess, less fuss, half the cost! 

© Your local Kitchen Makeover Specialist - Approved by the Consumer 
Protection Association for your total peace of mind 

© Rubbish removed from site t Yell 

© Full replacement kitchen service also available 


ON STOURBRIDGE RING ROAD (next to Aldi). 

Viewing by appointment, please call 01384 390 898 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR 


FREE 28-page colour brochure or 
FREE no-obligation survey & quotation 

01384 395 799 
0800 633 5337 


Don’t gamble on any 
company you don’t know. 
Always select a CPA 
member for your 
complete peace of mind. 


See our reviews 

«, at yell.com 


Join us on 

facebook 


CmmnmAt 

‘riwivu A 


www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 
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© GENTING ARENA 

barclaycard 

arena 




# 21 Oct -1 Nov 2015 # 7 Nov 2015 # 0 Nov 2015 



• 23 Nov 2015 $ 20 & 29 Nov 2015 #2 Dec 2015 • 3 Dec 2015 



• 9-13 Dec 2015 # 13 & 15 Dec 2015 # 16 Dec 2015 • 22 -24 Jan 2016 



31 Jan 2016 


I 26 Feb 2016 


I 10 Mar & 3 Apr 2016 


29 Mar 2016 



# 1 May 2016 #0-11 Oct 2015 # 19 - 21 Nov 2015 



# 12-15 Nov 2015 # 26-29 Nov 2015 


WHAT WILL 
YOU SEE 
NEXT? 

• gentingarena.co.uk 

• barclaycardarena.co.uk 

theticketFactory.com ® 


bexIbSome care 


TOO BUSY FOR HOUSEWORK? 

Can't keep up with the jobs that need doing? 
Or just want to spend more time with the family? 

WHY NOT LET US HELP OUT? 

No job is too big or too small for us to do. We offer weekly, 
monthly or even just one off cleans. 

We offer a full house cleaning service so with just one call 
all your household chores can be dealt with. 

We offer competitive rates, our staff are all fully experienced 
and we are fully insured. 

So why not give us a call and see how we can help? 

-CONTACT BECKY ON- 

0800 6440118 Mobile: 07946 883108 



Shrek’s trek is one that 
cannot be ogre-rated 



From left, Bronte Barbe, Idriss Kargbo and Dean Chisnall. Picture: Helen Maybanks 


Shrek, The Musical 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
By Graeme Andrew 


INGENIOUS costumes, amazing sets, 
belly laughs throughout and superb 
music - Shrek rules! 

William Steig’s story of an ogre who 
finds love and friendship in a bid to se¬ 
cure his swamp after being overrun by 
ousted fairytale creatures, has trans¬ 
lated brilliantly from the big screen to 
the musical stage. 

Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
resounded with roars of uncontrolla¬ 
ble laughter as we were whisked along 
on the road to Duloc and beyond, as 
Shrek and Donkey follow their quest 
to rescue Princess Fiona from the 
clutches of the dragon. 

With a host of new musical numbers 
to provide the narrative - showing off 
the cast’s amazing vocal ability - the 
storyline closely followed the first 
Shrek film with a few hidden extras 
thrown in, to the delight of the crowd. 

Hilarious 

But the production really took off 
when Lord Farquaad was introduced 
into the proceedings. The staging prob¬ 
lem of representing his, erm, ‘limited’ 
stature was dealt with ingeniously, 
with hilarious results. And canny old- 
hand theatre stalwart Gerard Carey 
absolutely makes the most of it, induc¬ 
ing tears of laughter with his antics. 

Certainly the star of the show when 
it comes to the comedy aspect, there 
were many stand-out turns - Bronte 
Barbe as Fiona was top class with an 
amazing voice, and she too showed a 
deft comic touch. 

Dean Chisnall, in the lead, is given 
the hardest job, trying to carry off a 
central acting role while wearing a 
no-doubt cumbersome Shrek suit and 
make-up, but he did well, showing real 
vulnerability when required, both in 
song and acting. 

And Idriss Kargbo had a hard act 
to follow with Eddie Murphy’s unfor¬ 
gettable performance as Donkey in 


the movies, but he acquitted himself 
well, bringing a touch of Cat from Red 
Dwarf with him. 

Ex-Eastender Nigel Harman (re¬ 
member Dennis Rickman?), who won 
plaudits as Farquaad himself in the 
West End, is the director and keeps 
the action ticking over nicely. 

Meanwhile musical director Dave 
Rose is obviously an accomplished 
vocal arranger, as harmonies were 
brilliantly executed and many of the 
characters proved their worth, bring¬ 
ing singing power to blow the audi¬ 
ence away, in particular Christina 
Modestou with her soulful voice for 
Dragon. Mention must be made too 
on the staging, with swift scenery 
changes and amazing sets. 


The supporting cast had to work 
hard taking on multiple roles and at 
no point did I find myself thinking 
we’d seen any of the faces in other 
guises. 

There must have been some su¬ 
per-rapid changes, including three 
people dressed in black bringing to life 
Dragon, as a huge puppet, which was 
remarkably close in appearance to the 
Dreamworks’ movie original. 

It’s an old cliche - something for 
everyone - but on this occasion, one 
that fits the bill. 

And with performances running 
until Sunday, there is still a chance for 
fans to get their fill of fairytales, magic 
and laughter. 



Slackers 
need not 
v apply, 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 




Express 

ft " Distribution 
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Police smash window 
of car to save baby doll 



Delesia Rattray, 20, of Dudley, in her car with her ten-year-old sister Janaih Rattray and the baby doll called Ryan 


POLICE smashed through 
the window of a car parked 
at a Dudley hospital fearing a 
baby was locked inside - only 
to discover that it was a doll. 

The doll belonged to 10-year- 
old Janaih Rattray and had been 
left in her sister Delesia’s car at 
Russells Hall Hospital when they 
were visiting their mother. 

The alarm was raised by a passer-by 
and officers, believing the lifelike doll 
to be a real baby, forced their way into 
the Vauxhall Corsa. 


Delesia, aged 20, from Dudley, 
thought she had been the victim of the 
break-in. The Wolverhampton Uni¬ 
versity student and her mother Carole 
Johnson believe officers should have 
been able to tell that the doll, which is 
called Ryan, was not real. 

Police chiefs praised the actions 
of the officers and said they thought 
a baby had been left by a ‘depressed’ 
mother for hospital staff to find. They 
said attempts were made to trace the 
owner of the car but with time pass¬ 
ing they were left with no option but 
to smash the window. The force has 
agreed to pay around £90. 



doll seen through a car window 


V- 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 


"AUTU MN OFFER j 


Probably the best 
windows in town! 


Inliten Front Fmm £ AQO 
Door in White 


ind. fitting 


FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 


f PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: ^ 

PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 
3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 
Longer lasting performance on hardware 
Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 
one of the most superior on the market J 


Inliten Back 

6 Flat Windows 

Door in White 

& 2 Doors 

£450sl, 

12999 

v J 

Includes Fitting & VAT 


r boo || « || " 

II - II - 1 



mil m 

1 1 

DON’T BUY FROM ANYWHERE ELSE 

UNTIL YOU GET A QUOTE FROM US 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 
half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


* Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

* Visit our showroom 

* Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and 
service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


9 HALESOWEN ROAD, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 9AA HUH3 


Sealed Units Replacement Available 

‘We will beat any genuine written quote 1 


All work carries a full 10 Year insurance backed Guarantee j 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 


It’s the best time of year to fit new windows! 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm 
Sat - 10am-2pm 
PHONELINES OPEN: 
9 am-9 pm 



0121 421 7001 / 0121 421 2104 / 01384 78796 


Splashing Out 
on a New 

Bathroom? 


“Our company is 
owned and run by local 
tradesmen meaning 
the work is carried out 
properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our 
prices as low as possible 
in order to keep within 
the budgets of retired, 
disabled and working 
families which make up 
95% of our customers” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISABLED CUSTOMERS 



Our Prices won’t 
Burst your Bubble 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out your Bath? 

We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150.00 


TRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY 

WE DO THE LOT IN 5 DAYS 


I 


VAT FREE 

IN QUALIFYING CASES 



WE PROMISE A VISIT & 
AN ‘ON THE SPOT PRICE’ 
WITHIN 48 HOURS ( 
OF YOUR CALL 
(Daytime & Weekend l 
visits a pleasure) 





sss BATHROOMS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton W11 1TW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 

9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, October 8, 2015 








































































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, October 8, 2015 


20 


NHS DENTISTRY CARE 

MODERN NHS DENTISTRr WITH CARE 

___/ 


Dr Elia 
GDC No. 79682 


Look great & feel great 

in 2015 r \ 

WE ALSO OFFER: I 

BEST PRACTICE " 

GUIDELINES APPLIED 
•ONE TO ONE QUALITY CARE 

• DIGITAL XRAY 

• SAME DAY URGENT BOOKINGS 

• ORTHODONTIC CARE 

• CHOICE OF FOUR 
EXPERT DENTISTS 



NHS 


RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTICE ... " 

All work guaranteed 

Book your appointment today 135 High street Ambiecote 

A4 AO A *3001 1 1 Stourbridge DY8 4YY 

UUO J7U111 www.eliasmilecentre.co.uk 




ASH WOOD NURSERIES 

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL PLANT NURSERY AND GARDEN CENTRE 


^ • t'MI 


Tickets now on sole for 

| A XUttHO* 

Our Special Christmas 
Preview Evening 
ot Ashwood Nurseries 

Beautiful Festive D«9ptoyf 
Special Offers 

£• jey a T ea Filter Ceftee 

or &m9 9 4 Wine 

Free gift A entry into our free pnxe drtm 

THURSDAY 12^ NOVEMBER 
Doors open at 6:30pm 
Tickets £6.00 each 

(CJ ftvi cmry fitter wfl Be eared ti 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Spend £20 or rncre on bulbs in our shop & metre 
a FREE bag of 10 Narcissus 'fete a Tctr* Bulbs 



Music and magic take 
centre stage at Grand 


DES O’Connor, Derren Brown 
and West End musical Annie 
are among the diverse range 
of shows in Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre’s new season. 

On January 18, controversial 
comedian Jim Davidson will take 
to the stage with his new show 
Charlton Nil. 

A celebration of the Chinese New 
Year and an audience with Stewart 
Lee - A Room With A Stew - are other 
highlights. 

An Audience with Des O’Connor cel¬ 
ebrates the showbusiness veteran in a 
new show looking back on his stage 
and screen career on April 23. 

The Billy Fury Years traces the 
career of the rock ‘n’ roll pioneer on 
February 21, with the hip hop dance 
company presenting their new produc¬ 
tion, Into The Hoods: Remixed from 
February 25-27. 

Judge 

John Steinbeck classic Of Mice And 
Men, Fame - The Musical, The Snow 
Maiden, Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake, 
Hello Kitty Live, Ireland’s Call and 
A Grand Operetta Gala are all being 
staged in May. 

The Black Country Night Out on 
April 1 features Jonny Cole, Dandy, 
The Fizzogs and The Ronaldos. 

Birds of a Feather star Lesley Jo¬ 
seph leads the cast in Annie from 
April 4-9, in a role she is sharing with 
Strictly judge Craig Revel Horwood. 

In his seventh live show since 2003, 
Derren Brown: Miracle, sees the mul¬ 
ti-award winning acknowledged mas¬ 
ter of psychological illusion returns to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre from 
April 11 to 16. 

Billy Ocean, who has sold more than 
30 million records during his career, 
will perform on May 13, while Joseph 
And The Amazing Technicolor Dream- 
coat will star Joe McElderry from May 
17 to 21 May. 



Illusionist Derren Brown returns 



Veteran entertainer Des O’Connor 

Pinocchio is brought to life on June 
1, followed up by tenor Russell Watson 
with Songs From The Heart on June 4. 

The Northern Ballet presents Jane 
Eyre and The Tortoise & The Hare on 
June 10 and June 11 respectively. 
Grand Theatre head of sales and 



Comedian Stewart Lee 



Singing legend Billy Ocean 


marketing Vicky Price said: “It’s an 
incredibly exciting season. 

“There is such a variety and defi¬ 
nitely something for everybody and 
anybody to choose from.” 

For ticket details call 01902429212 
or visit grandtheatre.co.uk 


It’s all the best 
from Starsailor 



Starsailor, from left, Ben Byrne, James Stelfox, James Walsh and Barry Westhead 


Love not money inspired 
the Starsailor reunion, 
singer James Walsh 
tells Andy Richardson 

THE time to release a ‘best 
of’ is usually the time when a 
band is all washed up. That, 
at least, is the theory. 

James Walsh, frontman with Star¬ 
sailor, is having none of it. He thinks 
his band can surprise people when 
they hit the road in a few short months 
to support their new album, Good 
Souls - The Greatest Hits, including a 
gig at the Wulfrun Hall in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton tonight (Thursday). 

The album kicks off with the band’s 
three biggest hits in the shape of 
Good Souls (No 12), Silence is Easy 
(No 9) and Alcoholic (No 10). The 
album features a further seven Top 40 
hits, as well as fans’ favourites such 
as Tie Up My Hands and Fidelity, 
which became staples of the band’s 
live shows. 

“It’s been over 15 years since the 
band first formed and the songs still 
mean something to people,” says 
frontman James Walsh. “They still sing 
the words passionately back at us at 
gigs. We hear stories of how songs 
have soundtracked key moments in 
their lives. 

“That’s why we felt it was the right 
time to release this album - hopefully 
if the songs mean this much to our 
loyal fans this collection can help 
spread the word wider. People who 
know us for Four To The Floor or Alco¬ 
holic can delve a little deeper.” 

In addition, the album boasts two 
new tracks recently recorded with pro¬ 
ducer Harry Rutherford at the Fisher 
Lane Studios. 

“Give Up The Ghost came from the 
energy of being back together after 


so much time,” explains Walsh. “It’s 
about not being ready to give up on 
something despite the challenges that 
you face.” The other new track is the 
ballad Hold On. “The lyrics are about 
reassuring someone who has their life 
ahead of them and passing wisdom 
onto them,” he adds. “We wanted to 
get an anthemic chorus which should 
get the crowd going.” 

Completed by James Stelfox 
(bass), Ben Byrne (drums) and Barry 
Westhead (keyboards), Starsailor shot 
to prominence with the release of their 
debut single Fever. Their 2001 debut 
album reached No 2 . 

“I think we all got carried away 
with all the success for a while. It’s 


amazing how quickly things happen. 
You get used to the success and think 
that’s the road you’re on. You build 
it up and build it up. When it slows 
down, you just get on with it really. It 
would be easy to be bitter and angry 
about things because we didn’t sell 
so many, but that’s when you have to 
take a step away. You have to enjoy 
the music. 

“I’m involved in other things that 
do alright for me. I’m not just reliant 
on Starsailor. Putting the band back 
together is more about the love of it.” 

Good Souls: The Greatest Hits 
follows the band’s reunion with a 
triumphant set at the Isle of Wight 
Festival 2014. 
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10 CRAFT BURS SADLER'S TAP HOUSE AWARD WINNING 
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thefastticket 


Listings for October 9-15 




hristmas Market 6,13 DEC 



BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET « 


Plus Exeter Christmas Market 28 NOV, 5, 

PARTY NIGHT IN HOTEL 2 DAYS £65 

KerSthedral Christmas Markets 27 NOV, 11 DEC 

2 FOR 1 DRINKS 6-9pm roc apply) 3 DAYS £99 .95 



22 Nov Tom Jones ■ Llandudno & Chester Xmas Markets 
29 Nov Michael Buble ■ Manchester & Ulverston Xmas Markets 
29 Nov Rod Stewart - Leeds & York St Nicholas Foyre 
6 Dec Michael Ruble - Leeds i York S: 

6 Dec Elvis - Manchester & Skipton Xmas Markets 
6 Dec ABBA - Buxton S Chester Xmas Markets 
13 Dec Freddie Mercury • Manchester & Skipton Xmas Markets 
13 Dec Elton John • Leeds S York St Nicholas Fayre 


I PAR\S 

City Experience 

mmmwm IM 
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'.TO if \ 30 OCT 


Traoelstyle 

Wles more smi'es 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 
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SELL ^ 
IT 

FAST 

SELL 

IT 

LOCAL 



"The advert 
started on the 
Friday, sold on 
the Saturday!" 


"Sold quickly 
which was 
great" 


"I had to take 
advantage 
of the free 
repeats part of 
the package 
but it's still 
great that I 
sold the car" 


the 6 night Repeat for 
Free Package 

E353 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if 
you do not sell! 

Includes one week online 
and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 
01902 317878 

ONLINE - 

WWW. 

expressandstar. 

com/booanad 

IN PERSON - 
At your local 
Express & Star 
office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. 
Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


Annie 



Tues - October 31 
Hippodrome, B’ham 
Strictly Come Dancing judge Craig 
Revel Horwood takes on the role of 
tyrannical Miss Hannigan. On 
Saturday’s Miss Hannigan will be 
played by Lesley Joseph. 

Visit www.birminghamhippodrome. 


One 

Direction 



Sat, Sun, Mon 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

The world’s biggest pop act return with 
three nights of shows in Birmingham. 
Fans will see the band perform songs 
from their brand new album FOUR for 
the first time. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Gengahr 



Monday, 7pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

With airplay ranging from Radio 1 
to Made In Chelsea, Gengahr are 
attracting listeners with their distinctive 
style of indie romantic pop as heard on 
debut album A Dream Outside. 
www.hareandhoundskingsheath.co.uk 


Ben 

Fogle 



Monday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
In Call Of The Wild, Ben will recount 
how the self-confessed urbanite 
became drawn to, and so enamoured 
with, adventure, travel and the harsh 
challenges of a life in the wilderness. 
Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Upbeat Beatles 

Wed at 7.30pm 
£17-£18.50 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Before The Dawn: Kate Bush 
Tribute 

Sun at 12am, Free 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

Dusky 

Fri - Sat at 10pm - 5am, 

£12.50-£15 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

T’Pau 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£17.50-£19.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Gengahr 

Mon at 7pm, £8 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Joanne Shaw Taylor 

Mon at 8pm, Tue at 8pm, £20 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Josef Salvat 

Mon at 7pm, £9 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

One Direction 

Sat at 6pm, Sun at 6pm, Mon at 
6pm, £40.20 - £65.70 
Barclaycard Arena, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Carpet Crawlers 

Thu at 7.30pm, £18 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Raintown 

Sun at 7pm, £12 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tankus The Henge 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, £6 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Leftfield 

Fri at 6.30pm, £29 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Rae Morris 

Sun at 7pm, £13 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Miguel 

Thu at 7pm, £26.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Spector 

Wed at 7pm, £12.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Modfathers: Paul Weller 
Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

Enchant 

Mon at 7.45pm, £15-£16 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Years & Years 

Fri at 6pm, £17.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Martin Turner 

Wed at 7.30pm, £13.50 - £15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Into The Shadows: Shadows 
Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, 
£10 - £15 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

Dr Hook - CANCELLED 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£27.50 - £29.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Pat McManus Band 

Tue at 9.10pm, £10 - £12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Karnataka: Secrets Of Angels 
Tour 2015 

Sun at 8.45pm, £15 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Esther 

Thu at 12am, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Cause To Effect 

Sat at 7pm, £6 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Mouth And Music 45 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, £3 
The Boars Head, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1EW. 

Call 01562 861870 

Lunar Festival: Du Blonde 

Mon at 8pm -11,30pm, £10 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Go West, Nik Kershaw, T’Pau 

Tue at 8pm, £34.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Peace 

Sat at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 


FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Chris While And Julie 
Matthews 

Sun at 7.30pm, £13-£16 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Port Isaac’s Fisherman’s Friends 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£22.50 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Jonathan Byrd 

Sat at 8pm, £8-£10 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

SOUL AND JAZZ 

Willy Porter+ Support Nibs Van 
Der Spuy 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 

£10 

Kitchen Garden Cafe, King’s 
Heath, Birmingham, B14 7SA. 

Call 0121 443 4725 

Mood Indigo 

Thu at 10pm, £5 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Roz Harding Wave 

Fri at 5pm, Free 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 


Seckou Keita 

Sat at 8pm, £13-£14 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Ex Cathedra: The Grand Tour 

Sun at 4pm - 6pm, 

£9.50 - £40 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO 2015-16 Dvorak’s Sixth 

Wed at 2.15pm, £12.50 - £43 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

Macbeth: Blood Will Have Blood 

Mon at 1pm, Tue at 10am, 1pm, 
£ 8-£10 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Only Fools And Boycie 

Thu at 7.30pm, £15 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Of Mice And Men 

Tue at 10am, 1pm, Wed at 10am, 
7.15pm, Thu at 1pm, 7.15pm, 

£7 - £12. Palace Theatre, 
Redditch, B98 8AE. 


Birmingham Royal Ballet: Kin/ 
Theme And Variations/Enigma 
Variations 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £5 - £85.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Tea With Oscar Wilde 

Thu at 7pm - 9pm, £12.50 
Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
WV6 8EE. Call 01902 760100 

Mister Maker & The Shapes Live 
UK Tour 

Fri at 4pm - 5.30pm, Sat at 10am 
-11.30am, 1 pm - 2.30pm, 4pm - 
5.30pm, £15.50-£17.39 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Ceri Dupree 

Tue at 7.30pm, £14-£16 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

The Full Monty 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, £15-£19 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Anita And Me 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7pm, Wed 
at 7.30pm, Thu at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
£7 - £30 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
SB1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Vienna Festival Ballet: Coppelia 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 

£11 - £64 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Sun at 2.30pm, 7pm, 

£11 - £64 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Sweeney Todd 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, 

£12.50-£14.50 

Stafford Gatehouse, ST 16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Picture Of Doreen Gray 

Mon at 7.30pm, £13-£15 
Stafford Gatehouse, ST 16 2LT. 
Call 01785 254653 

Russian State Ballet And Opera 
House: La Traviata 

Fri at 7.30pm, £32 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Shrek The Musical 

Fri, Sat at 2pm/7.15pm Sun at 
11am, 4pm, 

£16.50-£44.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Metamorphosis 

Fri at 7.45pm, Sat at 2.45pm, 
7.45pm, £6-£11 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 


Annie 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, Wed 

- Thu at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 

Thu at 2pm - 4.30pm, 7.30pm - 
10.30pm, £20-£42.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Joe Lycett: That’s The Way, A-Ha 
A-Ha, Joe Lycett 

Wed at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Chris Ramsey: All Growed Up 

Sun at 8pm, £17.50 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Nina Conti: In Your Face 

- SOLD OUT 

Fri at 7.30pm, £20.35 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Jimmy Carr: Funny Business 

Fri at 8pm, 8pm, £25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Dapper Laughs 

Tue at 7.30pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Frankie Boyle: Hurt Like You’ve 
Never Been Loved 

Sat at 8pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Matt Forde: Get The Political 
Party Started 

Thu at 8pm -11pm, £10 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Sean Hughes: Mumbo Jumbo 

Fri at 8pm, £13.50-£15.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

TALKS 

Tom Jones 

Fri at 8pm, £35 - £50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

David Starkey: Magna Carta And 
Us: Talk 

Sat at 7.30pm, £15.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Ben Fogle - Call Of The Wild 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10pm, £22 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Ministry Of Science Live 

Thu at 1pm, 7pm, 

£10-£14.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Peace ready to 
make Civic happy 



Peace with Harry Koisser, centre front, are about to work on their third album 


PEACE will give fans one last 
chance to see them on their 
Happy People tour before re¬ 
treating to the country. 

The band from Worcestershire will 
line up at Wolverhampton’s Civic Hall 
on Saturday. And then, they’ll disap¬ 
pear for six months. 

Frontman Harry Koisser says: 
“We’re moving to a house in the mid¬ 
dle of the countryside together and 
we’re working on the new album im¬ 
mediately after the tour. So for the 
next six months we’ll be working on 
the album. 

“To be fair it’s already all written 
we just need to record it. We want to 
rehearse it. Sometimes it takes a band 
five years to write a record and I’m 
just ‘what are you doing?’ It’ll take 
me a week and a half to write a re¬ 
cord.” 

Peace have had an incredible sum¬ 
mer, playing Glastonbury for the sec¬ 
ond time as well as sets at Reading 
and Leeds. 

“It’s been fun. We started in Aus¬ 
tralia in March and it just seems like 
the longest summer and to be honest 
I just want winter.” 

The band have got celebrity follow¬ 
ers with ex-England footballer Peter 
Crouch appearing in a video. 

“Peter Crouch and Abby Clancy 
are big fans, which is really cool. I 
met Noel Gallagher in Scotland at T 
in the Park. We were introduced by 
someone and he was like ‘Noel this 
is Harry’ and he looked at me was 
like ‘are you in a band or something?’ 
and I said ‘yeah I’m in a band called 
Peace’ and he was like ‘AHHHH! 
PEACE!’ And he said ‘Craig Silvey 


(producer of Peace’s Happy People 
and Noel Gallagher’s Chasing Yester¬ 
day) played me your album and it was 
amazing’. Noely G had just given me 
a compliment.” 

Harry can’t wait to play Wolver¬ 
hampton. “Wolverhampton Civic is 
a big deal to be honest. This is the 


last tour we’re going to be doing for 
what’s going to feel a really long 
time. We love Wolverhampton, with 
exception of two members of the en¬ 
tire touring party (including support 
bands Yak and Splashh), everyone’s 
from the West Midlands. It’s going to 
be a big celebration.” 



Mandeep Dhillon (Meena) and Jalleh Ali- 
zadeh (Anita) rehearse for Anita And Me 


Tale of Anita 
and Meera too 

WHEN the world premiere of Meera Syal’s much-loved Anita and Me is 
unveiled at Birmingham REP tomorrow night (Friday), it will feature the 
most unusual star. 

The leading light won’t be an actor, actress or, indeed, the writer Meera 
Syal. An impressive cast including Jalleh Alizadeh, Mandeep Dhillon, 
Ameet Chana and Ayesha Dharker won’t take centre state. Instead the 
star will be Wolverhampton, the grand old city where Meera was born 
and raised. 

The multi-award-winning Syal wrote her poignant coming-of-age tale 
about Meena, the irreverent teenage daughter of the only Punjabi family 
in the mining village of Tollington. 

Syal is delighted to be bringing her life in Wolverhampton to the stage. 
“Well I was born in New Cross Hospital, so it is indeed my birth town, 
right there on my passport. 

Pinnacle 

“I then lived in Willenhall briefly before we moved to Essington when I 
was a year old, so my childhood was spent in the countryside. 

“However we did go to Wolverhampton for all our big shopping trips 
and the pinnacle of every visit was the Mander Centre.” 

Syal is best-known for TV creations on hits like Goodness Gracious Me 
and The Kumars at No 42. She wrote Anita and Me in 1997 and it was 
made into a film in 2002. 

She can’t wait for the curtain to go up on the theatrical version, at 
Birmingham REP until October 24. 

“The Rep is of course the perfect place for this very Midland story and 
Tanika Gupta, who has adapted the book is not only a brilliant playwright 
but also a very dear friend, so it couldn’t be in better hands.” 


It’s strictly drag for 
Craig’s musical role 

LIFE’S become a bit of a drag 
for Simply Come Dancing judge 
Craig Revel Horwood, who is 
putting on the pantyhose to play 
Miss Hannigan in the revival of 
the Tomorrow musical Annie at 
Birmingham Hippodrome. 

The choreographer and direc¬ 
tor returns to the stage for a role 
he shares with Birds of a Feather 
star Lesley Joseph when Strictly 
duties intervene on a Saturday. 

The musical will be at the Hip¬ 
podrome from October 13 to 31 

— see www.birminghamhippo 
drome.com or call 0844 338 5000 

— and returns to the West Mid¬ 
lands in April at Wolverhampton 
Grand with Lesley Joseph dish¬ 
ing out the Hard Knock Life. 


Double date with 
1980s hitmakers 

POWER ballad 80s stars T’Pau 
have two local gigs. The China 
In Your Hand outfit fronted 
by Carol Decker are at Robin 
2 Bilston tomorrow (Fri), and 
are guests of Go West and Nik 
Kershaw at Symphony Hall on 
Tuesday. 

Key gigs include Treetop Fly¬ 
ers at the Sunflower Lounge in 
central Brum tonight (Thu), the 
same night Metric unveil album 
Pagans In Vegas at The Insti¬ 
tute. Check out Rae Morris on 
Sunday and soul singer KWABS 
on Monday at The Institute. 
Gengahr are at the Hare & 
Hounds in Kings Heath on Mon¬ 
day, when Du Blonde and Good¬ 
bye Lenin play the other room. 


The eyes have it for 
a Grand favourite 

THE Grand’s favourite pan¬ 
to dame, Ceri Dupree, returns 
with a tribute to the divas in 
EYEcons, the female imperson¬ 
ator’s new show on Tuesday at 
the Wolverhampton theatre. 

The Upbeat Beatles revive 
memories of the Fab Four at 
the Lichfield Street venue on 
Wednesday and Ministry of Sci¬ 
ence Live bring explosive exper¬ 
iments for matinee and evening 
shows on Thursday. 

The week of one-nighters is 
rounded off by Britain’s Got 
Talent opera star Paul Potts 
in concert on October 16 and a 
saucy Evening of Burlesque on 
October 17. See www.grandthe 
atre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. 


great value coach tours 




"tiles more smiles 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


THE 

GLASSCUTTERS 

ARMS 


Regular Guest Beers, 
Every 2 Weeks 

Including Enville & Holdens 

All Premier League 
Football Shown 

Free Snacks During Matches 


Open: Monday- Thursday 3pm- 11.30 
Friday 3pm- 12 • Saturday 12.30pm- 12 
Sunday 12pm- 11 

9 BARNETT STREET, 
WORDSLEY, DY8 5QL 


THE TALBOT HOTEL 

STOURBRIDGE 



BOOKINGS NOW 
BEINGTAKEN FOR 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
BOXING DAY CARVERY 

WEDDING FAYRE 
NOVEMBER I4TH & I5TH 

W® (an® licensed to hold 

civil wm$(sl§mg ceremonies 

The Talbot Hotel 
High Street, Stourbridge, 

West Midlands DY8 I DW 
Tel: 01384 394350 F: 01384 371318 
E: info@thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 
www.thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 



To get the star treatment 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 
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eating out 



A real hot shot - the Vhujon in Bewdley 


The shared starter comes with three Indian snacks 


The Murgh Chettinad was sweet and spicy with a rich and hot sauce 



The classy interior of the Vhujon 


ihis restaurant 


PUBS, hairdressers and curry 
houses have dominated the small 
town centre of Bewdley over the 
years. 

At one point you were spoilt for choice if 
you wanted to go for a swift pint, cut and 
blow dry or a spicy dinner. 

But as time has passed and the recession 
has taken hold, some businesses have strug¬ 
gled to stay afloat and have fallen by the 
wayside. 

It seems residents have tightened their 
belts and the Indian restaurants have 
taken a hit. At one point there were four 
restaurants within a 100-metre stretch, and 
a balti. 

The old favourite that has stood the test 
of time is still going strong. The cheap and 
cheerful one, which I’ve never gone to. The 
modern-trying-to-be-posh option which has 
recently shut up shop, as has the bring your 
own booze balti. But then there’s the Vhu¬ 
jon, a contemporary Indian with a stylish 
interior and a mix of traditional and more 
unusual dishes. 

It’s still there, still popular and is always 


By Lisa Williams 


busy enough to need to book a table on a 
Friday or Saturday night. It has a lively 
buzz with a chatty atmosphere in an inti¬ 
mate setting. Its contemporary furnishings 
make it look clean and fresh, although it 
could probably do with a bit of attention if 
they decide to give it a revamp. 

We didn’t book. We didn’t think it would 
be packed. But for a Wednesday evening 
there was a surprisingly steady flow of din¬ 
ers which made the atmosphere nice. Re¬ 
laxed but vibrant. 

Wine was ordered as we contemplated 
menu. There was a lot to take in - start¬ 
ers, chicken, lamb, beef, seafood and biry- 
ani dishes along with tandoori specialities, 
vegetarian, balti and traditional. There are 
also veggie accompaniments, rice, naans 
and other sundries. 

Of course we ordered poppadoms, a ne¬ 
cessity. They were lovely. Crispy, crunchy 
discs with a slight oiliness. The condiments 
were yummy too. As we were devouring 
them our starter to share arrived - Sabzi 


is real hot stuff 


Labra, a trio of Indian snacks a samosa, 
onion bhajee and mushroom pakora, all of 
which were tasty. Each had a good amount 
of filling and was nicely seasoned. The pa¬ 
kora batter was a bright, eye watering, neon 
orange and could have done with a bit more 
mushroom stuffed inside its glowing coat. 

Once these were done and dusted our 
mains were next. Feeling brave I’d gone for 
the Murgh Chettinad, described as hot and 
spicy chicken cooked with a mix of onion, 
crushed red chillies and cranberries. 

Fiery 

It was hot but not take-off-a-layer-of- 
skin-from-the-roof-of-your-mouth kind of 
blazing. It had an almost sweet and sour 
flavour with the plump, rich cranberries 
giving a sharp taste to the chicken and 
the fiery chilli adding the taste explosion. 
To counteract the fierce heat I’d gone for 
a rather plain but very fluffy and perfectly 
cooked boiled rice along with a wholesome 
chapati to mop up the sauce. 

My friend had gone for a classic chicken 
Madras with mushroom pilau rice. The Ma¬ 
dras, she said, was nice and spicy but not 


at all greasy. We’d also decided on a tarka 
dhall as a side which tasted absolutely di¬ 
vine, a nice smooth texture with a whole¬ 
some lentil flavour and some seasoning we 
couldn’t quite put our fingers on. It comple¬ 
mented the curry and was aromatic with¬ 
out being too overpowering. The mushroom 
pilau was also a hit. 

Neither of us went for the customary 
naan bread as they seemed too heavy 
and filling with all the food we had to get 
through. 

There was no room for dessert, though 
they did have quite a vast selection mainly 
of pre-made ice cream pots along with a 
couple of more traditional options. 

The staff were friendly and attentive 
without being intrusive, kept the table 
cleared and made sure we had everything 
we needed. It’s a very efficient and well- 
oiled machine with fantastic food. 

The bill came with After Eight mints, 
very 70s but welcome to take away the heat, 
along with a little pot of minuscule liquorice 
torpedoes, pretty reasonable at ust shy of 
£45. We decided this is one restaurant that 
certainly curries favour. 



For a brochure please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


star 


IMrrlfliBAVjEL 


Elvis Presley’s 
Memphis, 

New Orleans and Nashville 

Journey through America’s musical heartland, from the 
birthplace of jazz and the cradle of rock ‘n’ roll, to the 
undisputed capital of country music. This holiday is 
crammed full of highlights with the sights and sounds 
of the south. 

This holiday starts in Georgia and sweeps through the world of leg¬ 
ends; WC Handy, Robert Johnson, ‘Fats’ Domino, Hank Williams, 

Patsy Cline and Dolly Parton. 

Soak up the atmosphere of one of the most exuberant places on 
the face of the planet, New Orleans, the fabled ‘Big Easy’. Take the v 
opportunity to truly experience New Orleans on an optional city 
tour, including the famous French Quarter of time-warped, iron- 
balconied buildings centred on Jackson Square and the 
neighbouring colourful Treme district. 

For a glimpse of the city’s surrounding countryside and a taste of 
Creole life, join the optional Louisiana swampland excursion. 

Visit the ‘Cotton State’ of Mississipi, and journey to Tupelo, home of 
the house into which Elvis was born (entrance fees payable locally). 

Continue on to Elvis’ beloved hometown of Memphis, which will 
forever be linked with ‘The King’. An optional excursion here takes 
in the Elvis Presley Boulevard to visit Graceland, the King’s home, 
last recording studio and final resting place. 

Enjoy a change of musical genres and journey east from the world 
of rhythm and blues to Nashville, capital of country music for a two 
night stay. 

Here an optional excursion will introduce you to the legendary 
Studio B - home to the country music hall of fame and the famous 
Ryman Auditorium. And visit Chattanooga of Choo-Choo fame, a 
quintessential southern trading town, surrounded by a steep 
plateau. 


FROM £999* 

Nine days various departure dates 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• Seven nights room-only accommodation 

• Spend two nights in New Orleans 

• Visit Tupelo, Memphis, Nashville and 
Chattanooga 

• Optional excursions available 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• Variable according to departure dates -please 
go to website for latest prices and availability 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 
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SATURDAY’S TV OCTOBER 10 25 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Peter Capaldi 


Doctor Who 
(BBC1,8.25pm) 

The concluding edition of a two- 
part tale - told in reverse - 
takes the Time Lord to a remote 
Army outpost, where a 
fearsome alien warlord known 
as The Fisher King sets in 
motion a devious plan to ensure 
his own survival. As his plot 
takes effect, the ripples of his 
actions are felt across the 
universe in what seems to be 
an unstoppable chain of cause 
and reaction. With the 
consequences spiraling out of 
control, the Doctor seeks to 
bring the devastation to an end 
- but doing so might mean he 
has to do the unthinkable. Sci-fi 
drama, starring Peter Capaldi 
and Jenna Coleman, with 
guests Paul Kaye and Peter 
Serafinowicz. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Football Focus. 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Live Formula 1: 
Russian Grand Prix-Qualifying. Suzi 
Perry introduces coverage from Sochi 
Autodrom (Start-time 1.00pm). 2.25 
Bargain FHunt. (R) 3.25 The Great British 
Bake Oft Class of 2014. (R) 4.25 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 5.10 BBC News. 5.20 
Regional Programme. 5.30 Pointless 
Celebrities. 

6.20 Strictly Come Dancing. Strictly is 
nothing if not glamorous, but 
there are a few extra sparkles this 
week as the contestants take their 
inspiration from the silver screen 
in a movie-themed show, with Len 
Goodman, Bruno Tonioli, Craig 
Revel Florwood and Darcey 
Bussell deciding who is a 
blockbuster and who is a box- 
office flop. As ever, Tess Daly 
introduces the twinkle-toed stars, 
while Claudia Winkleman chats to 
them after their performances - 
and watch out too for the 
rofessionals, who will no doubt 
e kicking off the show off with a 
spirited effort. 

8.25 Doctor Who. The concluding 
edition of a two-part tale - told in 
reverse - takes the Time Lord to a 
remote Army outpost, where a 
fearsome alien warlord known as 
The Fisher King sets in motion a 
devious plan to ensure his own 
survival. Sci-fi drama, starring 
Peter Capaldi and Jenna Coleman, 
with guests Paul Kaye and Peter 
Serafinowicz. 

9.10 Casualty. Cal finds himself back 
on an even keel, but it remains to 
be seen whether things will 
improve for him from here. 

10.00 The National Lottery Live. The 
all-important winning numbers, 
including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, are revealed 
by Gaby Roslin. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. A hypnotist 
provides the entertainment at the 
triplets’ baptism - and Agnes soon 
finds herself under his spell. (R) 

11.00 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides. (2011) 

Captain Jack Sparrow’s search for 
the fountain of youth leads to a 
battle with the dreaded pirate 
Blackbeard. Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Johnny Depp; 
National Lottery Update. 

1.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


6.25 Formula 1: Russian Grand Prix— 
Practice One Replay. (R) 8.15 Formula 1: 
Russian Grand Prix - Practice Two 
Replay. (R) 9.55 Live Formula 1: Russian 
Grand Prix- Practice Three. 11.05 The 
Women’s Football Show. (R) 11.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great British 
Menu. (R) 1.30 Great British Menu. (R) 

2.30 Formula 1 Rewind. 3.30 Coast. (R) 
4.00 World’s Weirdest Events. (R) 5.00 
Flog It! (R) 

6.00 The Hairy Bikers’Northern 

Exposure. Si King and Dave Myers 
take DN A tests to find out if they 
have any Viking ancestry, before 
heading for Stockholm and taking 
a ferry to the island of Gotland. 

Last in the series. (R) 

7.00 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
tackles seasonal jobs at 
Longmeadow, while in the third of 
her films about how plants work, 
Carol Klein investigates the 
science of stems. (R) 

7.30 Patagonia: Earth’s Secret 
Paradise. Life in the treacherous 
seas that surround the 4,000-mile 
coast of the South American 
wilderness, including rockhopper 
penguins, seals and orcas. Last in 
the series. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
enlists an unusual recruit to the 
platoon. Vintage comedy, starring 
John Le Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Ted Hughes: Stronger Than 
Death. Documentary examining 
how the poet’s life shaped his 
work, including an interview with 
his daughter Frieda, as well as 
testimony from family members, 
friends and fellow writers. 

10.30Ql. Sarah Millican, Jason Manford 
and Bill Bailey join regular panellist 
Alan Davies as host Stephen Fry 
asks a range of unusual questions 
on the topic of keeps. (R) 

11.00 Cradle to Grave. Danny finds 
himself at a crossroads with the 
fabulous Miss Blondel - or as he is 
now allowed to call her, Louise - 
and Fred demonstrates his keen 
sense of hearing with money. (R) 

11.30 Boy Meets Girl. As the party 
preparations get underway, Pam 
learns the truth about Judy, while 
Leo has a special question to ask 
her. But things do not turn out as 
he expected. Last in the series. (R) 

12.00 Film: Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil. (1997) 2.25 Film: Lady 
Caroline Lamb. (1972) 4.25 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 

(R) 7.05 Fish Flooks. 7.25 Adventure 
Time. 7.45 Marvel Avengers Assemble. 

8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 10.20 
Countrywise. (R) 10.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 10.55 The X Factor. (R) 12.55 
Downton Abbey. (R) 2.00 Rugby World 
Cup. Scotland v Samoa (Kick-off 
2.30pm). 4.30 Rugby World Cup. 
Australia v Wales (Kick-off 4.45pm). 

6.55 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 ITV News; Weather. 

7.15 Rugby World Cup. England v 
Uruguay (Kick-off 8.00pm). John 
Inverdale presents coverage of the 
final match in Pool A, which takes 
place at Manchester City Stadium. 
There has only been one previous 
meeting between these nations 
prior to this clash, which took 
place at the 2003 World Cup in 
Australia. That fixture was an 
incredibly one-sided affair, as 
England recorded an emphatic 
111-13 triumph in what was also 
their concluding pool-stage match 
of that tournament. Anything other 
than an English win tonight will be 
seen as a huge surprise, and 
Stuart Lancaster will hope the 
expected victory proves to be as 
good an omen for the current side, 
given that the 2003 squad went on 
to lift the Webb Ellis Cup. With 
analysis from Jonny Wilkinson, 
Clive Woodward and Lawrence 
Dallaglio, and commentary by Nick 
Mullins and Ben Kay. 

10.15Throughthe Keyhole. Dave Berry, 
Michael Buerk and Ashley Roberts 
try to guess which mystery 
celebrities have invited Keith 
Lemon to poke through their 
personal belongings. Last in the 
series. 

11.15 ITV News; Weather. 

11.35 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 

Action from Scotland v Samoa, 
Australia v Wales and England v 
Uruguay, which took place at St 
James’ Park, Twickenham and 
Manchester City Stadium 
respectively. 

12.50 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas. 
3.00 Show Me the Telly. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.35 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.00 
The Grid. 7.30 FIM Superbike World 
Championship. 8.00 The Morning Line. 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
The Big Bang Theory. 10.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. 10.55 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 11.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 11.55 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.25 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 1.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Newmarket and York. 

4.10 Channel 4 News. 4.35 Couples 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.20 Couples 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Location, Location, Location. 
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer 
help prospective buyers in Cardiff, 
including Jo and Steve, who are 
relocating from Bristol to cut down 
on Jo’s commute to work. (R) 

7.00 Celebrity Benchmark. Vic Reeves 
and Jimmy Carr battle it out for the 
contestant’s chair as Paddy 
McGuinness hosts another star- 
studded round of the game show. 
This week, the Benchmarkers are 
Joey Essex, Chris Ramsey, Lesley 
Joseph, John Thomson, Jason 
Byrne, Amanda Byram, Mark 
Watson, Edwina Currie and Stevi 
Ritchie, and the star who wins the 
opening duel must assess how 
well the celebrity panel answered 
to a series of tricky numerical 
questions if they hope to win 
£50,000 for their chosen charity. 
8.00 Britain’s Best Loved Sitcoms. 

Part two of two. The countdown of 
the UK’s favourite comedies 
concludes and the nation’s 
favourite sitcom is revealed. 
Tamsin Greig narrates. 

9.00 At Home with Steph and Dorn. 
Chat show with the much-loved 
couple from Gogglebox, as they 
host a series of celebrity dinners at 
their plush B&B, The Salutation. 
Viewers get to see the couple 
entertain the likes of Jerry 
Springer, Jason Donovan, Louis 
Walsh and Phil Tufnell, finding our 
more about their guests in a 
succession of wine-fuelled and 
opinionated evenings. 

10.05 Film: Tower Heist. (2011) The 
manager of an apartment complex 
recruits a thief to steal back his 
friends’ pension fund from a Wall 
Street fraudster. Crime comedy, 
starring Ben Stiller. 

12.10 Sex Diaries: Gigolos. (R) 1.10 
Josh Widdicombe: And Another Thing. 
(R) 2.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man: SU2C 
Special. (R) 3.00 Hollyoaks. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Cowboy Builders. 

(R) 11.30 Cowboy Builders. (R) 12.30 
Cowboy Builders. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Columbo: Grand Deceptions. (1989) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 3.25 
Film: Columbo: Ashes to Ashes. (1998) 
Detective drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Patrick McGoohan. 5.15 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Kevin Stokes and Brian 
O’Shaughnessy get into a doorstep 
confrontation with a debtor who 
wants to prove her family business 
is bankrupt. However, when 
tempers flare Brian is assaulted and 
the agents call the police. 

Elsewhere, Paul Bohill and Steve 
Pinner face evicting three 
properties owned by the same 
landlord in north London, and Brian 
and Delroy Anglin collect £2,000 
debt owed to a vet in Kent. (R) 

7.05 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, including 
martial arts, dating difficulties, and 
a wipe-out at the Typhoon Lagoon. 
7.35 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, including a 
man filling up his pick-up truck 
with water and schoolboys 
learning how gravity affects balls. 
8.00 Now That’s Funny! Amusing 

Internet-sourced videos, including 
pleasure seekers getting more 
than they bargained for at an 
amusement park and people who 
make fooling about at work an art 
form. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. George 
Riley presents extended highlights 
of the weekend’s top matches from 
League One and League Two, 
including Sheffield United v 
Rochdale, Walsall v Burton Albion, 
Cambridge United v Portsmouth 
and Oxford United v AFC 
Wimbledon. Plus, a round-up of 
the main talking points, and 
interviews with a selection of 
players and managers. Former 
Sunderland left-back Michael Gray 
provides analysis in the studio. 
10.00 Most Shocking Talent Show 

Moments. Countdown of 50 of the 
most memorable moments from 
TV talent shows. (R) 

12.50 The Gadget Show. (R) 1.40 
SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire Vet. 

(R) 4.00 Body Donors. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.05 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.05 Russell Howard’s Good News 9.35 
Film: Tropic Thunder (2008) 11.15 
Family Guy 1.25 Together 1.55 Asian 
Provocateur 2.25 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 2.55 Don’t Tell the Bride 3.55 Great 
Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of the Fifth 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Three Men Go to Scotland 8.00 
Burma, My Father and the Forgotten 
Army 9.00 Beck: The Hospital Murders 
10.25 Spike Milligan: Love, Light and 
Peace 11.55 Top of the Pops: 1980 12.30 
Music for Misfits: The Story of Indie 1.30 
Indie Classics at the BBC 2.30 Tales from 
the Tour Bus: Rock ’n’ Roll on the Road 
3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The Cube 12.05 Tricked 1.05 The 
Hot Desk: Alesha Dixon 1.20 The X Factor 
3.20 The Xtra Factor 4.20 Catchphrase 
Celebrity Special 5.20 Film: Beethoven 
(1992) 7.05 Film: She’s the Man (2006) 
9.10 Film: American Pie: The Wedding 
(2003) 11.15 Celebrity Juice 12.05 The 
Almost Impossible Gameshow 1.05 
Release the Hounds 1.55 Tricked 2.45 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.15 Inspector Morse 2.30 Film: Emma 
(1996) 4.55 Lewis 6.55 Doc Martin 8.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Lewis 12.05 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.40 Film: Battle of the Bulge (1965) 
3.00 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 5.45 Film: 
Police Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol 
(1987) 7.30 Storage Wars: New York 
8.00 Storage Wars 9.00 Storage Wars: 
New York 9.25 River Monsters 10.30 
Euro 2016 Qualifier Highlights 12.00 
Film: The Big Lebowski (1998) 2.20 
Nitro Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

I. 00 Film: Planet 51 (2009)2.45 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.00 Rude(ish) Tube 5.05 Film: 
Marley and Me (2008) 7.30 The Big Bang 
Theory: Top 5 Howard 10.00 Gogglebox 

II. 40 Tattoo Fixers 12.40 The 
Inbetweeners 1.50 The IT Crowd 2.45 
How I Met Your Mother 3.30 The New 
Normal 3.55 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
Film4 

11.00 Mysterious Island (1961) 1.00 We 
Bought a Zoo (2011) 3.35 Iron Man 
(2008) 6.05 The Karate Kid (2010) 9.00 
Taken 2 (2012) 10.50 Crimson Peak- 
Exclusive Preview 10.55 Hellboy (2004) 



Washington, 
New York an 
Niagara Falls 

Discover a trio of historic, enthralling American 
cities, and one of the world’s greatest natural 
wonders, all on this wonderful escorted tour. 


Enjoy an included visit to the ‘most powerful city on Earth’, 
Washington DC. Here take the opportunity to join an optional 
guided city tour and see some of the most famous US 
landmarks, such as the Capitol building, the Washington 
Monument, the Lincoln Memorial and of course the White 
House itself. 

Enjoy a full day in the world’s most exciting metropolis, New 
York City, with its landmark skyscrapers, green acres of 
Central Park, its famous Fifth Avenue stores and bustling 
Time Square. To truly experience the highlights of the city, try 
one of the optional excursions, these include a guided city 
tour and a breathtaking helicopter ride. 


FROM £999 

Eight days various departure dates 
PRICE INCLUDES: 


Spend a day admiring Niagara Falls and perhaps choose to 
take an optional helicopter flight over the Falls for a bird’s eye 
view. Alternatively enjoy lunch in a restaurant (payable locally) 
overlooking this fabulous natural wonder. 

Also on the itinerary is a two-night stay in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania’s capital, set on the Susquehanna River, home 
to the world-famous Hershey chocolate empire and the 
National Civil War Museum. 


• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• Six nights room-only accommodation 

• Visits to Washington DC, 

New York, Philadelphia and Niagara Falls 

• Guided city tour of Philadelphia 

• Optional excursions available 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 


Visit historic Philadelphia with an included city tour, which will 
bring to life the colourful story of America’s birth and the 
characters of great men, like Benjamin Franklin and George 
Washington. 


* Variable according to departure dates - please 
go to website for latest prices and availability 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to shropshirestar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


^STOURBRIDGE SUITE FACTORY 




• All suites hand crafted in our on-site factory 

• A Range of Traditional Classic and Modern 

• Choose from any Fabric or Leather 

• Try us first - why pay Store prices??? 

• Over 60 Suites on display 

Made to measure 

Pictures for illustration purposes only 

www.stourbridgesuitefactory.co.uk opening times: 

Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, Mon-sat ioam - 5pm 

Stourbridge, DY8 3PY as tS^s- 01384 396667 
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thefastticket SUNDAY’S TV OCTOBER 11 


CHOICE 



Claire Danes 


Homeland 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

One of the most talked about 
American dramas of recent 
years is back for a new run, and 
life seems a little easier for 
Homeland’s bipolar heroine 
Carrie Mathison (Claire Danes). 
When we first met her in 2012, 
she was trying to ascertain 
whether Nicholas Brody, the US 
soldier and PoW, had been 
turned by al-Qaeda and was 
planning an atrocity on American 
soil. When we catch up with her, 
it’s two years since the on/off 
CIA officer’s tenure as 
Islamabad station chief. Series 
five sees her in Berlin, estranged 
from the CIA and employed as a 
German philanthropist’s head of 
security. In episode one, Carrie’s 
peace is threatened when a 
request from her boss forces her 
back towards the dangerous 
world she left behind. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Live Formula 1: Russian Grand 

Prix. 2.15 Sunday Politics. 3.20 The 

Great British Bake Off: The Final. (R) 

4.20 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.50 

Points of View. 5.05 Lifeline. 5.15 Songs 

of Praise. 5.50 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. Matt Baker joins 
wildlife photographer Gary Lomas 
in recording the annual red deer 
rut in Cheshire’s Lyme Park, and 
meets a TV actor who gave up 
showbusiness to become a 
National Trust Ranger. Helen 
Skelton goes looking for rare bats 
and visits a family who make 
bespoke gin. Tom Heap 
investigates mental health issues 
in the farming community, James 
Wong makes quince jelly and 
Adam Henson reveals what makes 
Dartmoor sheep and ponies 
special. Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman host the results show, 
as the judges choose between the 
two couples with the lowest 
scores. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team visit the Royal 
William Yard in Plymouth, where 
they cast their eyes over Lord 
Nelson’s doorknobs, and a 
diamond necklace the length of a 
skipping rope. 

9.00 From Darkness. Another body is 
discovered, which seems to have 
been left as a message for Claire. 
Norrie feels he and Claire are being 
dragged apart, as personal and 
professional issues collide. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Sir Alex Ferguson: Secrets of 
Success. Former BBC Political 
Editor Nick Robinson interviews the 
retired Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson, who shares his 
perspectives on motivation, 
discipline and leadership. 

11 .30 Rooney: The Man Behind the 
Goals. Gary Lineker presents a 
profile of England’s all-time 
leading scorer, talking to the 
Manchester United striker, his 
family and a host of people from 
the world of football. (R) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.45 The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.30 
Countryfile. (R) 8.30 Gardeners’ World. 
(R) 9.00 The Beechgrove Garden. 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Great 
British Menu. (R) 12.00 Great British 
Menu; (R) Weather for the Week Ahead. 

I. 05 Film: How the West Was Won. 
(1962) 3.30 Flog It! Trade Secrets. (R) 
4.00 The Railway: Keeping Britain on 
Track. (R) 5.00 Rugby League: Super 
League Grand Final Highlights. 

6.00 Don’t Panic-How to End Poverty 
in 15 Years. Professor Hans 
Rosling explores the target of 
eradicating worldwide poverty by 
looking at dramatic human stories, 
as well as examining data on 
recent global progress. (R) 

7.00 Licence to Thrill-Paul 

Hollywood Meets Aston Martin. 
The Great British Bake Off’s Paul 
Hollywood indulges his passion 
for Aston Martin cars, test-driving 
various models, and making an 
attempt to join one of Aston’s 
racing teams. (R) 

8.00 Earth’s Wildest Waters: The Big 
Fish. New series. Ben Fogle 
presents a fishing challenge in 
which anglers test their skill in the 
world’s most inhospitable areas. 
The contestants fish the freezing 
waters of Iceland. 

9.00 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside 
the RAF. New series. Documentary 
following the Red Arrows, the 
RAF’s aerobatics display team 
through a summer display season, 
including an ambitious 
performance over Buckingham 
Palace. 

10.00 Family Guy. Brian goes to 
obedience classes. 

10.25 Family Guy. Meg becomes 
infatuated with a popular boy at 
school. 

10.45 Family Guy. Peter tells the story of 
Christmas-with a twist. 

II. 05Top Coppers. Mahogany meets 

one of his childhood heroes when 
the star of a hit sci-fi show 
receives death threats, and Rust 
decides to chase fame and fortune 
by becoming an actor. Previously 
seen on BBC Three. 

11. 35 Film: Chances Are. (1989) A man 
reincarnated without memories of 
the past starts to recall his former 
life when he unwittingly meets his 
daughter. Romantic comedy, with 
Cybill Shepherd. 

1.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.20 
Holby City. (R) 3.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 

(R) 7.05 Fish Hooks. 7.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. 7.45 Marvel Avengers 
Assemble. 8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 9.00 Horrible 
Science. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 

11.20 ITV News; Weather. 11.30 Rugby 
World Cup. Argentina v Namibia (Kick-off 
12.00pm). 2.10 Rugby World Cup. Italy 
v Romania (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.20 
Rugby World Cup. France v Ireland 
(Kick-off 4.45pm). 

6.50 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.55 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The X Factor. Oily Murs and 
Caroline Flack present the climax 
of the Six Chair Challenge. Judges 
Rita Ora, Simon Cowell, Cheryl 
Fernandez-Versini and Nick 
Grimshaw must each select six 
acts to take a place in the live 
shows. However, contestants who 
put in an impressive performance 
are not out of the woods, as the 
judges have the freedom to 
change their minds at any point in 
the show. 

9.00 Downton Abbey. Tom and Sybbie 
return to Downton, but the peace 
is disrupted by an unexpected visit 
from an old friend. Baxter is faced 
with a dilemma after an encounter 
with Sergeant Willis, while 
Thomas struggles to fill Carson’s 
shoes. Anna goes to London with 
Mary to deal with a crisis, while 
her secrets seem likely to be 
exposed. Daisy is not happy with 
Cora, and Mary has an admirer. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 
Martin Bayfield presents action 
from the final four pool-stage 
matches, which were France v 
Ireland, Argentina v Namibia, Italy 
v Romania and USA v Japan. 

11.15 Perspectives: In Charlie 
Chaplin’s Footsteps. Monty 
Python star Terry Jones, a long¬ 
time fan of silent comedy, offers a 
personal appraisal of the man who 
arguably changed the face of film 
comedy in the 1920s. (R) 

12.15 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 1.15 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 3.00 
Motorsport UK. 3.45 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights. 4.35 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.30 Film: Step Up 3. (2010) Dance 
drama sequel, starring Rick Malambri. 

2.35 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events. (2004) Comedy 
adventure, starring Jim Carrey. 4.40 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 5.40 
Homes by the Sea. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Men in Black3. (2012) An 
alien criminal escapes from a 
prison on the moon and goes back 
in time on a mission of revenge, 
changing the course of history. 
Agent J of the top-secret Earth 
defence organisation follows him 
back to 1969, and joins forces with 
a younger version of his mentor 
Agent K to set things right. Sci-fi 
comedy sequel, starring Will 
Smith, Josh Brolin and Tommy 
Lee Jones. Edited for language and 
violence. 

9.00 Homeland. New series. Having 
left the CIA, Carrie tries to get on 
with her new life in Berlin but 
realises she is now the one who is 
a target and no longer has Saul 
and Quinn to rely on. Thriller, 
starring Claire Danes. 

10.00 Experimental. Tim Shaw builds a 
giant catapult to fire Buddy out of 
and a propelled swivel chair. The 
duo also head to Georgia to carry 
out a dangerous stunt testing the 
science of acceleration. 

11.05 Film: Predators. (2010) Hardened 
fighters from across the globe are 
taken to an alien jungle planet to 
become prey in a big-game hunt. 
Sci-fi thriller sequel, starring 
Adrien Brody and Topher Grace. 

1.00 Film: Animal Kingdom. (2010) An 
orphaned teenager is adopted into his 
grandmother’s criminal family, and must 
decide where his loyalties lie. Crime 
thriller, with James Frecheville and Guy 
Pearce. 2.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.35 Fifteen to One. Sandi Toksvig hosts 
the general knowledge quiz, in which 15 
contestants test themselves against their 
rivals. (R) 5.25 1001 Things You Should 
Know. Journalist and presenter Jon 
Snow and interior designer Celia Sawyer 
are among the experts challenging three 
more contestants. Presented by Sandi 
Toksvig. (R) 5.55 How I Met Your 
Mother. Barney seduces Marshall’s 
professor. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.05 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.20 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.00 Zackand 
Quack. (R) 8.15 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.30 Jelly Jamm. (R) 8.50 
LazyTown. (R) 9.15 Dora and Friends. 

(R) 9.45 SpongeBob SquarePants. 

10.20 Access. 10.25 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 11.25 Film: Hoodwinked. 
(2005) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Anne Hathaway. 12.55 Film: Tinker 
Bell and the Lost Treasure. (2009) 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Mae Whitman. 2.30 Film: Tuck 
Everlasting. (2002) Disney fantasy, with 
Alexis Bledel. 4.10 Film: The Princess 
Diaries 2: Royal Engagement. (2004) 
Family comedy sequel, starring Anne 
Hathaway. 

6.20 5 News Weekend. 

6.25 Film: The Count of Monte Cristo. 

(2002) A sailor falls foul of the 
schemes of his so-called closest 
friend, and ends up languishing in 
prison for 13 years, wrongly 
accused of treason. After spending 
his sentence plotting revenge on 
the traitor, he eventually manages 
to escape and poses as a wealthy 
nobleman to gain access to his 
target. Swashbuckling adventure 
based on the novel by Alexandre 
Dumas, starring Jim Caviezel, Guy 
Pearce, Richard Harris and 
Dagmara Dominczyk. 

9.00 Film: Parker. (2013) Premiere. A 
thief is betrayed and left for dead 
by his partners in crime. He learns 
they are planning a diamond heist 
in a wealthy neighbourhood, so 
poses as a millionaire wanting to 
buy a house in the area. A real- 
estate agent sees through the 
disguise and helps him get even by 
stealing the gems from his 
traitorous gang. Action thriller, 
with Jason Statham and Jennifer 
Lopez. Edited for language. 

11. 25 Film: Layer Cake. (2004) A 
cocaine dealer planning to go 
straight is sent to find a mobster’s 
drug-addicted daughter and a 
stolen shipment of Ecstasy. Crime 
thriller, with Daniel Craig and 
Michael Gambon. 

1.25 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Super Skyscrapers: 
Building London’s Cheesegrater. (R) 

4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Formula 1 - Russian Grand Prix 
Highlights 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Film: 

Scream (1996) 11.45 Family Guy 12.25 
American Dad! 12.50 Family Guy 1.10 
Together 1.40 Asian Provocateur 2.10 
KKK: The Fight for White Supremacy 
3.10 Russell Howard’s Good News 3.40 
Dead Air 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Search for Life: The Drake 
Equation 8.00 Simon Armitage in 
Conversation with Tony Harrison 9.00 
Return to Larkinland 10.00 The Sky at 
Night 10.30 Black Roses: The Killing of 
Sophie Lancaster 11.15 Twin Sisters: A 
World Apart 12.15 Film: Storyville: Buck 
- The Real Horse Whisperer (201 1)1.40 
Simon Armitage in Conversation with 
Tony Harrison 2.40 Black Roses: The 
Killing of Sophie Lancaster 3.25 Close 
ITV2 

11.45 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 

12.45 Catchphrase 1.30 The Very Best of 
You’ve Been Framed! 2.35 Film: 
Stormbreaker (2006) 4.25 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 6.15 Film: Hulk 
(2003) 9.00 The Xtra Factor 10.00 Film: 
Casino Royale (2006) 12.55 Viral Tap 

I. 40 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.00 Kesha: The Hot Desk 2.10 
Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.25 Lewis 2.25 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 4.25 Film: The Prince and the 
Showgirl (1 957) 6.50 Foyle’s War 9.00 
Sunday Night at the Palladium 10.00 
Birds of a Feather 10.30 City Lights 11.35 
Film: Death Becomes Her (1 992) 1.35 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 

ITV4 

6.30 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights 7.30 Rugby World Cup. USA v 
Japan (Kick-off 8.00pm). 10.20 Film: 
Invictus (2009) 1.00 Film: The Dead Pool 
(1988) 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.20 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.30 
Couples Come Dine with Me 4.35 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Gl Joe: The Rise 
of Cobra (2009) 11.20 The Inbetweeners 

12.30 The IT Crowd 1.35 Rude Tube 2.35 
Rules of Engagement 3.20 2 Broke Girls 
Film4 

II. 00 Bugsy Malone (1976) 1.00 
Anastasia (1997) 2.55 Pride and 
Prejudice (2005) 5.25 Evolution (2001) 

7.25 The Animal (2001) 9.00 Apocalypto 
(2006) 11.40 Joy Ride (2001) 1.40 
Dogtooth (2009) 3.40 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Good Witch’s Gift, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Cassandra Nightingale’s fiance proposes and they 
decide to get married at Christmas - leaving very little 
time to prepare for the big day. However, their 
marriage is threatened when a face from the groom’s 
past arrives in town. Family drama sequel, starring 
Catherine Bell, Chris Potter and Laura Bertram. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

Good Witch, Bad Witch, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Cassandra Nightingale runs for mayor and considers 
starting a family, while also receiving a visit from her 
estranged niece. While seemingly helpful and friendly, 
the newfound relative is secretly jealous of 
Cassandra’s perfect life and seeks to turn her friends 
against her. Fourth in the drama series, starring 
Catherine Bell and Matthew Knight. (2011) 

WEDNESDAY 

Client Seduction, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A lawyer who has made her career defending wealthy 
clients decides to perform an act of charity by 
representing a homeless man accused of murder. 
However, as the case gets under way, she realises 
the defendant is guilty, and that he is seducing her 
daughter as part of a plot to avoid justice. Thriller, 
starring Ally Sheedy and Rhys Ward. (2014) 



River banks on success 
in his latest murder case 


The Disappearance of Alice Creed, 
Friday, BBC1,11.50pm 


THURSDAY 

Tombstone, Channel 5,10pm 

Renowned marshal Wyatt Earp becomes a 
professional gambler in the town of Tombstone, but is 
forced out of his retirement to take on a gang of 
hellraising villains no one else is prepared to stand up 
to. Joining forces with his brothers and drunken 
gunslinger Doc Holliday, he gets ready to face them in 
a showdown at the OK Corral. Western, starring Kurt 
Russell, Val Kilmer and Bill Paxton. (1993) 

FRIDAY 

The Disappearance of Alice Creed, BBC1,11.50pm 

Two criminals kidnap the daughter of a wealthy family, 
with the intention of demanding a ransom. However, 
the hostage is not the helpless victim she appears. 
Thriller, with Gemma Arterton, Eddie Marsan and 
Martin Compston. (2009) 


G iven the BBC’s passion for 
Euro thrillers such as Spiral, 
The Killing and Wallander, it 
was inevitable that we’d see more 
dramas mixed the best talent from 
here and there. 

And when it comes to A-list 
Scandinavian talent, you don’t get 
much better than Stellan Skarsgard. 

Okay, some of his dad dancing in 
Mamma Mia may have been 
questionable, but his string of credits, 
from Good Will Hunting and the US 
version of Girl With The Dragon Tattoo 
have helped make him one of 
Hollywood’s go-to guys when 
searching for Swedish talent. 

Here he plays John River, a brilliant 
but troubled police officer, while 
Nicola Walker almost steals the show 
as his late colleague, Detective 
Sergeant Jackie ‘Stevie’ Stevenson, a 
lover of cheesy music and fast food. 

When a murder suspect jumps to 
his death while being pursued by 
River, the pressure and scrutiny that 
surrounds him escalates fast. 

As the investigation into Stevie’s 
murder begins to reveal her deepest 


secrets, our hero has to question 
everything he thought he knew about 
his friend. 

Stellan admits it’s not the easiest of 
dramas to sum up. 

“If it was a normal TV series it 
would be rather easy to tell you about 
it but it’s not and that’s why I’m in it," 
he explains. “You could say it’s a 
crime story on the surface, but it’s 
really more about a person’s 
breakdown or his psychological 
status.” 

All brilliant TV detectives need a 
gimmick, whether it’s Fitz’s gambling 
or Ironside’s wheelchair, and John 
River’s selling point is his fractured 
mental state. 

“We’ve heard a lot about people 
that hear voices, but he actually sees 
those people as well that he’s talking 
to, and very often it is victims of crime 
that pop up and have conversations 
with him. They’re not like ghosts, 
they’re his own creations.” 

Penned by acclaimed writer Abi 
Morgan, one of the brains behind 
Shame, The Iron Lady, and new 
movie Suffragette, her script was a 


key reason the actor signed up. 

“I took the job for her writing 
because it doesn’t look like anything 
else,” explains Stellan. “Her writing is 
not linear. It’s more filled with odd 
impulses. 

“It throws you from one thought to 
another thought in a less organised 
way, and to me that resembles life 
much more than a lot of the writing 
you get which is extremely structured 
and polished and is by the book of 
‘How to Write a Screenplay”’ 

Obviously cast and crew are hoping 
the series proves a hit, but as four of 
Skarsgard’s recent films grossed 
more than $4billion between them, 
and with more helpings of Thor and 
Avengers on the way, finding time to 
make series two might be a little 
tricky. 

However, with a fine supporting 
cast, including Adeel Akhtar as 
Detective Sergeant Ira King; Lesley 
Manville as Chief Inspector Chrissie 
Read, and Eddie Marsan as a killer 
who harasses the eponymous crime 
buster, hopefully this is one River that 
will run and run. 



Stellan Skarsgard stars in River, Tuesday, BBC1, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The Great British Bake Off - Masterclass 
BBC2,7pm 

If you’re one of the millions of viewers who have 
spent the past few weeks marvelling over The 
Great British Bake Off, then the likes of Nadiya 
Jamir Hussain, Tamal Ray and Ian Cumming have 
become minor yet worthy TV stars. Chances are 
their skills in the GBBO tent may have inspired you 
to dig out that dusty cake tin and have a go at your 
own adventures in the kitchen. Of course, 
inspiration is one thing, but good, solid guidance 
doesn’t hurt either, and that’s where this series 
comes in handy. ‘Proving’ they know what they’re 
talking about, no-nonsense judges Paul Hollywood 
(aka ‘the male judge’) and Mary Berry take over the 
tent to demonstrate how the contest’s challenges 
should be done with a series of tutorials. 

TUESDAY 
Girls to Men 
Channel 4,10pm 

Channel 4’s Born in the Wrong Body strand, which 
explores the lives of young transgender people in 
Britain and America, continues. This time, the 
spotlight falls on the experiences of three young 
Britons, who have opted to undergo extraordinary 
surgical procedures to fulfil their dreams of living as 


men. Making use of unprecedented access to the 
operating theatre, the film outlines the surgeons 
remove breasts and craft functioning penises for 
their patients. The documentary also explores the 
confident online community of young trans men, 
who have started to bare all on social media. 

WEDNESDAY 
The Apprentice 
BBC1, 9pm 

New series. Alan Sugar begins his 11th search for a 
new business partner, offering the hopefuls a 
£250,000 investment in a new start-up company. 
This year, Claude Littner replaces Nick 
as Lord Sugar’s new advisor and ‘eyes 
and ears’ alongside Karren Brady. As 
usual, the millionaire gives the 
candidates his introductory pep talk, 
after which the entrepreneurs are 
divided into teams for the first task - 
selling two fish-based products to 
hungry Londoners. The pressure to 
perform is on, and the contestants 
are reminded of just how unforgiving 
the process is when they arrive in the 
boardroom, where the challenge is 
picked apart and one candidate 
is fired. 


THURSDAY 

George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Two sheds have got to be better than one, right? 
Well, not for a couple featured in this week’s 
programme. Their garden has been the home of two 
air raid shelters for more than 70 
years. These structures are showing 
their age, and now the owners want 
to turn them into rather swanky 
sheds - the problem is, they can’t 
agree who will take charge of 
which. Hopefully George can 
mediate for them. Also appearing is 
Guinnie who, at the tender age 
of 12, is the series’ 
youngest-ever designer. 
She’s getting help from 
her builder dad to turn a 
book-based school 
project into a reality. 
Meanwhile, master 
craftsman Will Hardie 
visits a beach hut 
worth £1 million and 
continues work on 
his and George’s 
rather more 



modest project; George himself takes another trip to 
Germany to see how a water tower has been turned 
into a luxury home. 

FRIDAY 
TFI Friday 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. Chris Evans follows up his one-off 
edition aired in June, with the first of a brand new 
series of the lively entertainment show mixing 
music and chat with stunts and skits, proving that 
the ‘farewell-to-all-that’ nature of the previous 
offering was a little premature. Despite ongoing 
commitments to Radio 2 and now BBC Two’s Top 
Gear, the host has managed to find time to 
schedule eight new programmes into his diary, and 
it will be interesting to see whether the 
unpredictable, wild nature of the former incarnation 
can be replicated on an ongoing basis. 

Piers Morgan’s Life Stories 
I TV, 9pm 

Warwick Davis, who stands at 3ft 6, talks to Piers 
about his life and career, which includes supporting 
roles in both the Harry Potter and Star Wars films. 
The actor and presenter opens up about the 
struggles he and his wife Sam faced when starting 
a family. 
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CALL 01245 396910 



OWN HOME 


Tailored to meet all needs, by 
local friendly lady. Experienced in 
care. Fully insured with criminal 
record clearance 

• Domestic work • Night sleeps 

• Shopping • Hospital Appointment. 

• Dementia trained 

• Companionship Calls 


Realistic prices • Catherine 
01384 822126 07759 337090 



CHRONICLE 




Create a 



unique 

personalised 

gift 


If you’ve recently appeared 
in the Chronicle, why 
not order a copy of your 
photo? 

You could even turn your 
image into a canvas print, 
mug, glass coaster, jigsaw 
puzzle, mousemat and more! 


Please note: This service is 
not available for personal 
photographs and is only on 
selected prints. Copyrightrestrictions 
apply. Photos are available to view 
and order the next working day 
following publication. Allow 28 days 
for delivery. 


View and order online at: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

or call: (01902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 


OakcSVood 

01597 

LODGES 

811422 

www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites 
soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring 
centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.346 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

D 

2 

G 

3 

F 

Q 

5 

s 

6 H 

W 

8 

Y 

9 e 

10 

O 

11 

V 

12 

A 

13 

L 

14 

K 

15 

z 

16 

c 

17 

M 

18 

X 

19 

B 

20 

1 

21 

N 

22 

R 

23 

T 

24 

J 

25 

u 

26 

P 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 | 

6 

19 

7 

20 

N 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. To erect or bring 
to the ground, we 
hear (5) 

8. Away from home to 
view the prospect 
(7) 

9. Runner allowed in 
different heat (7) 

10. Military body - 
almost a dead one! 

(5) 

12. Thrifty result of 
revising coal 
income (10) 

15 & 18Ac. Do they 
sell fingers for 
watches? (6-4,5) 

18. See 15 Across 

19. Keeping your head 
down for immersion 
(7) 

21. Business enterprise 
produces anxiety 
(7) 

22. Indicate the 
policeman’s duty 
(5) 


Down 

1. Radio engagements 
for extensive groups 
of actors (10) 

2. Having drunk too 
much in need of 
relaxation? (5) 

3. By Jove, she’ll be 
found among the 
bearers! (4) 

4. Up-to-date style by 
the Royal Navy (6) 

5. Cattle drover - or 
store-keeper? (8) 

6. It’s not wrong 
to mete out 
punishment (7) 

11. What a monopolistic 
fishmonger has! 
(4,6) 

13. Care isn’t used 
when container is 
upset (8) 

14. The tale of a 
nobleman, we hear 
(7) 

16. Not revealing 
chastisement (6) 

17. I’m twice returning 
to the capital of 
China to take off (5) 

20. Successfully handle 
clerical vestment (4) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Compel (5) 

8. Fatty (7) 

9. Specimen (7) 

10. Boundary (5) 

12. Nonconformity (10) 
15. Star-gazer (10) 

18. Spare (5) 

19. Good health (7) 

21. Food principle (7) 

22. Position (5) 


Down 

1. Womanish (10) 

2. Big (5) 

3. Aid (4) 

4. Bets (6) 

5. Force out (8) 

6. Note (7) 

11. Intruder (10) 

13. Solitary (8) 

14. Post (7) 

16. Affront (6) 

17. Kingly (5) 

20. Kind (4) 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Conspires; 8 Ran; 9 Drop 
of water; 11 Pattern; 12 Rinse; 13 Reform; 15 
Serene; 17 Irons; 18 Instead; 20 Night-porter; 

22 Odd; 23 Solitaire. Down: 2 Oar; 3 Phone; 

4 Rowing; 5 Set free; 6 Arrangement; 7 In the 
lead; 10 Out of bounds; 11 Perdition; 14 Resigns; 
16 Pistol; 19 Stout; 21 Ear. QUICK - Across: 1 
Courtship; 8 Ego; 9 Replacement; 11 Breathe; 

12 Error; 13 United; 15 Renown; 17 Draws; 18 
Elevate; 20 Earnestness; 22 Sin; 23 Determine. 
Down: 2 Ode; 3 Tract; 4 Heeded; 5 Precede; 6 
Deteriorate; 7 Coherence; 10 Predicament; 11 
Boundless; 14 Ensured; 16 Revert; 19 Enter; 

21 Son. 


1. In which year did The Independent 
newspaper launch in the UK? 

2. Who was Australian P.M. from 1949-66? 

3. Who was Foreign Secretary in the 
1974-6 Wilson government? 

4. Which composer wrote the ballet Billy 
The Kid? 

5. Which dwarf planet was discovered in 
1930 by Clyde Tombaugh? 


6. Who was the Roman goddess of the 
dawn? 

7. Between which two islands is the 
Denmark Strait? 

8. What is the Arabian camel also known 
as? 

9. Which Italian modern art movement was 
initiated by Marinetti? 

10. Who wrote the novel Washington 
Square? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 John Adams; 2 Tigris; 

3 Konstantin Chernenko; 4 Paul Dukas; 

5 A hooped petticoat; 6 William Schwenk; 

7 1956; 8 Charles de Gaulle; 9 St. Andrews; 
10 A revolving tray for holding condiments. 
Niner: DISCOVERY 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

6878 gives a London district, 

9194 gives a London gallery, 

28536 gives a London sports venue. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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8 
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America 
and Canada 


A holiday in America or Canada is guaranteed to be 
very special and a once-in-a-lifetime experience, 
with the chance to see some of the world’s greatest 
wonders. 

The selection of holidays and tours available with 
Newmarket Holidays cover all four corners of the continent, 
so there is something for everyone. 

Experience the buzz and excitement of some of the world’s 
greatest cities such as bustling New York, cosmopolitan 
San Francisco, sparkling Los Angeles and glittering 
Vancouver or some of it’s most eye-popping natural 
wonders - the awesome Grand Canyon, the breathtaking 
Rocky Mountains and Niagara Falls. 

Then there’s old favourites including Elvis Presley’s 
Memphis, New Orleans and Nashville, America’s Golden 
West and Canada’s scenic Maple Leaf Trail. 

Each day’s touring will bring new and exciting included 
highlights with optional excursions to further enhance the 
holiday. Plus, each break is accompanied by a tour manager 
who will bring the places visited to life and be on hand to 
ensure the trip runs smoothly. 

The hotels featured in the holidays are from many 
well-known chains which all offer a range of amenities and 
most offer dining facilities on site or close-by. 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 

































































































































PROPERTY 29 


Extended three-bedroom 
house with kitchen diner 

AN extended three-bedroomed fam¬ 
ily home in Eggington Road, Stour¬ 
bridge, comes with a re-fitted kitch¬ 
en/dining area and a rear garden. 

Also with a garage and off-road parking 
for several cars, it is for sale through Hicks 
Hadley at £329,950. 

With gas central heating and double glazing it 
has an entrance hall with original parquet floor¬ 
ing, a WC, a lounge with a diamond shaped fea¬ 
ture window, leaded bay window and a feature 
fireplace. There is a sitting room with wooden 
floor and French doors, an integrated dish¬ 
washer, washing machine, tumble dryer, cooker 
space, ceramic flooring. 

Bedroom one has wardrobes, there are two fur¬ 
ther bedrooms and a re-fitted bathroom with a 
shower over bath and heated towel rail. 

Contact Hicks Hadley on 0121 5856667 or visit 
www.hickshadley.com 





Open day chance to 
view stunning home 


AN open day is being held at 44 St James’s 
Road, Dudley, on Saturday with interested 
parties invited to make an appointment. 

This impressive and exceptionally spa¬ 
cious double-fronted traditional detached 
family residence is for sale through Connells 
at £399,999. 

There is also a generous 20ft living room, 
breakfast kitchen fitted with a vast range 
of units and integrated appliances and an 
island, stable door to a charming formal din¬ 
ing room, stairs to a galleried landing with 
French doors to a large roof terrace with 
far-reaching views, four double bedrooms, 
a luxury bathroom, 30ft garage/utility room 
and a large enclosed rear garden. To book a 
viewing slot contact (01384) 214770. 



Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 



22 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, 
KIDDERMINSTER 



26 HIGH STREET, 
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C H A ft T • It ■ O SURVIYOki 


Thursday 15th October 2015 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 



43 LOTS to include: 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


FLAT 1,78 PERSEHOUSE STREET, 
CHUCKERY, WALSALL 



THE WHITE HART PUBLIC HOUSE. 
ROUNDWELL STREET, STOKE-ON-TRENT 



THE WHEATSHEAF, BROMYARD ROAD, 
WHITBOURNE, WORCESTER 



78 BROMWICH ROAD, 
WORCESTER 



37 FESTING STREET, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 





5A BROOK SQUARE, 
RUGELEY 



FORMER BOWLING GREEN & ALLOTMENT, 
CHURCH ROAD, WEOBLEY 
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Call our Classified sales team 

on 01902 317 878 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Buy and sell with our 
new look Classifieds 


Brought to you by Express & Star 






DRIVETIME si 


Bike can cover 


continents 



By John Griffiths 

Adventure bikes are very much model of 
the moment (or perhaps even the decade) 
as more and more riders opt for this type of 
machine - and manufacturers chase sales 
by creating more and more choice. 

We can all speculate on the reasons. There was 
Ewan McGregor and Charlie Boorman’s round the 
world trip, or (visit any bikers’ cafe) and it seems 
the ‘average’ biker is, erm, more mature these days 
and appreciates comfort rather than ultimate perfor¬ 
mance. 

Adventure bikes are almost universally taller than the 
average bike, offering excellent views and comfortable, up¬ 
right riding positions on large, soft seats. 

There’s the extra ground clearance, too, for off-road 
capability although I’m not sure how many riders actual¬ 
ly tackle anything like Boorman and McGregor’s ‘Road of 
Bones.’ 

Honda’s stable currently holds five adventure machines, 
from a 250 to a 1200, and there’s a sixth, an all-new, more 
powerful Africa twin on the way. 

The flagship is the £12,399 Crosstourer which can truly 
be described as unique: it’s the only adventure bike with 
V4 power with arguably the most sophisticated motorcycle 
gearbox on the market - a six speed, dual clutch auto simi¬ 
lar to that made popular by a German car brand. 

Both, in their way, contribute to the sort of relaxed riding 
experience you’d expect of an adventure bike crossed with 
a tourer and intended for long distances rather than a blast 
to the local cafe. 

The Crosstourer is based on the VFR1200, albeit with 
longer travel suspension, larger wheels and dual purpose 
tyres typical of the adventure breed. The engine is also re¬ 
tuned, producing less overall power (still a more than ad¬ 
equate 127bhp) but more torque at lower engine speeds 
(126Nm at 6,500rpm). Indeed, the sheer muscle available 
at low engine speeds is a notable characteristic of this bike 
- it’s impressively responsive from the moment you open 


the throttle but the power delivery is smooth and progres¬ 
sive. 

I didn’t get a chance to try it, but it does convey the feel¬ 
ing that the addition of a pillion passenger and luggage 
just wouldn’t phase the Crosstourer at all. Well, that is what 
it’s built for. 

I’ve used Honda’s gem of a gearbox before, on smaller 
bikes, but it really does suit this V4 behemoth very well in¬ 
deed. You have two settings - drive, which is designed for 
economy and the more responsive ‘sport’ mode. The latter 
is better suited to the twisty bits, as closing the throttle will 
cause downchanges as you set up for a corner. 

Or you can use the up/down buttons on the left grip with 
thumb or finger to select gears manually. The changes are 
very smooth indeed, and the system is actually quicker 
than most riders could achieve with a conventional clutch 
and toe lever. One of the benefits of shaft drive means no 
chain ‘snatch’ either. 

Convert 

To a traditional biker it seems almost counter-intuitive to 
rely on an auto (remembering those CVT scooters of our 
past) but this is a very different kettle of fish. Having now 
ridden bikes of greatly varying performance with this sys¬ 
tem, I am very much a convert. 

Switchable traction control and Honda’s combined brak¬ 
ing system with ABS are there to enhance stability under 
acceleration and braking, even on poor road surfaces. 

The Crosstourer is undoubtedly a big bike: I confess its 
seat height of 850mm put it on the edge of rideability for a 
5ft lOins pilot like me. 

At 275kg it’s not lightweight, either, but once on the 
move, even at crawling pace, it doesn’t really make itself 
known. Indeed, this Honda is perhaps one of the most 
well-balanced and stable bikes to ride at low speeds in 
traffic, particularly for filtering. 

You wouldn’t expect a machine so tall and heavy to han¬ 
dle with the flickability of a sports bike, but it requires little 
physical effort to sweep majestically through the bends 
without feeling top-heavy. 

The instruments include digital speedo and tachometer 
plus (pretty important for an auto) a gear indicator and a 
comprehensive trip meter. Based on its readout I averaged 


between 43 and 44mpg with the Crosstourer, which means 
a reasonable range with its 21.5 litre fuel tank. 

You sit tall and with a straight back between the wide 
bars, and on a particularly soft and well-padded seat. The 
standard screen (a taller option is available) together with 
the bikini fairing offers plenty of protection from the ele¬ 
ments, and handguards are standard. 

The pillion passenger gets a nicely proportioned seat, 
too, along with grab handles and a luggage rack is also 
fitted as standard. A range of luggage is on the options list. 
The Crosstourer is one of a kind, and it’s a bike designed 


to ‘go the distance’. Whether or not users venture off-road 
(I would imagine its weight would make it a bit of a handful 
for many on rough ground) it is a consummate touring ma¬ 
chine which offers a different experience to the VFR1200 
on which it is based. 

Everything about it, from the extra mid-range grunt of the 
fuel-injected V4 and that superb auto transmission to the 
excellent riding position, make it the sort of bike to just eat 
up the miles on motorways or mountain roads. It’s about 
real-world performance combined with long-distance com¬ 
fort for the sort of bike to cover continents. 
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VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.4 16V CABRIOLET ICE BLUE 48273 miles 

CORSA 1.4 DESIGN 5DR SILVER 54207 miles. 

AGILA 1.2 VVT SE EC0FLEX 5DR ELEC BLUE 18859 miles. 

PEUGEOT 207 SW 1.6HDI MILLESIM SW 5DR BLACK 33491 miles. 

TOYOTA 1.0 VVTI ICE 5DR AIR CON WHITE 26799 miles. 

MAZDA 2 1.3 TAKUYA 5DR MAROON 33505 miles. 

CORSA 1.2 SXI 3DR A/C0N BLACK 22126 miles. 

VW UP 1.0 3DR MOVE UP WHITE 7091 miles. 

ALFA MIT0 1.416V VEL0CE 3DR RED 31176 miles. 

CITROEN 1.6HDI EXCLUSIVE REAR SENSORS MET RED 36673 miles. 

HONDA JAZZ 1.4 l-VTEC ES 5DR FSH REAR SENSORS LUNAR 35013 miles... 

SKODA CITIG01.0 MPI SPORT 3DR SAT NAV WHITE 22675 miles. 

VXL ASTRA 1.7 CDTI ECFLEX SE DIESEL 5DR SILVER 51247 miles. 

HYUNDAI 1X20 1.4CRDI DIESEL ACTIVE REAR SENSORS SILVER 30386 miles... 

MAZDA 2 1.3 TAMURA 5DR BLACK 12412 miles.. 

SEAT 1.2 FSI FR 3DR GREY 22028 miles. 

SKODA FABIA 1.6TD1105 MONTE CARLO 5DR BLK ROOF WHITE 20906 miles 

VOLV01.6 DIESEL EDRIVE ES ESTATE GREY 49972 miles. 

CITROEN DS3 CAB 1.6VTI DSTYLE PLUS 3DR WHITE 32174 miles. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.4T GTC SPORT 3DR GREY 26383 miles. 
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62 
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£4,699 

13 

REG 

£5,499 

63 

REG 

£5,999 

11 
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£5,999 

12 
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£5,999 

58 
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60 
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12 

REG 

£5,999 

62 

REG 

£6,499 

62 

REG 

£6,999 

11 

REG 

£6,999 

62 

REG 

£6,999 

13 

REG 

£7,999 

63 

REG 

£7,999 

63 

REG 

£8,499 

63 

REG 

£8,999 

64 

REG 

£8,999 

13 

REG 

£8,999 

13 

REG 

£9,499 

63 

REG 


NISSAN JUKE 1.5DCI ACENTA NAV 5DR DIESEL HAPTIC BLUE 32315 miles. 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 DIG-T NISMO NAV + REAR CAMERA SILVER 13994 miles. 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 DIG-T NISMO NAV + REAR CAMERA BLACK 10976 miles. 

KA 1.2 ZETEC 3DR (11 PLATE) SCUBA 11398 miles. 

KA 1.2 GRAND PRIX SPEC ED BLUT00TH WHITE 33033 miles. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR CITY PACK MAGENTA 29179 miles. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH VISION 27967 miles. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC SDR BT00TH SILVER 20076 miles. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH FASHI0NISTA 31101 miles. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BLUETOOTH WHITE 33599 miles. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH COL RED 24540 miles. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH BLACK 17244 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 34426 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 80PS ZETEC 3DR SYNC RED 15008 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC MID SKY 14325 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 100PS ZETEC EC0B00ST SYNC 3DR RED 16004 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 3DR SYNC WHITE 15566 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RACE RED 29256 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 80PS ZETEC 5DR SYNC CITY PK U.ALL WHITE 11309 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 100 ECO ZETEC 3DR DRESS UP C/PK SYN RED 13516 miles .. 
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£7,499 
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63 
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11 
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£8,999 

13 
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£8,999 

15 

REG 

£8,999 

62 
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£8,999 
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.£9,499 

61 
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.. £9,499 


NEW FIESTA 1.0 10OPS ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 11548 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 14915 miles 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S 125PS + SYNC 3DR 17” ALL WHITE 4961 miles. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S 125PS + SYNC 3DR 17” ALL WHITE 5245 miles. 

FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR RED 50382 miles.I.. 

FOCUS 1.8 ZETEC 5DR SPORT PACK + BT OCEAN 19049 miles. 

FOCUS 1.6 150PS TITANIUM 5DR 18ALL PRIV MID SKY 47453 miles. 

FOCUS ESTATE 1.6 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS BLACK 30429 miles. 

FOCUS ESTATE 1.0 125 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 27008 miles. 

FOCUS ESTATE 1.6 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 18747 miles. 

FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC S CITY PACK 125PS BLACK 40242 miles. 

FOCUS 1.0125 ZETEC S 5DR WHITE 5775 miles. 

FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC NAVIGATOR 100PS 5DR WHITE 6482 miles. 

FOCUS 2.0TDCI ZETEC S 5DR CON PK 18” PRIV SILVER 11148 miles. 

FOCUS ST3 2.5 ST3 3 DOOR BLACK 24552 miles. 

FOCUS ST2 2.0 T ST 2 5DR BLACK 18937 miles. 

NEW FOCUS 2.0 TDC1180 ST3 ST STYLE NAV R.CAM RED 4500 miles. 

C-MAX 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM RETRO REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 18535 miles. 

MONDEO 1.6 TDCI ZETEC SDR H/B BLACK 48379 miles. 

MONDEO 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM 5DR REAR SENSORS BLACK 16252 miles.£10,999 



T Wall Ford 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 
Tel: 01384 288 333 

Pictures for illustration purposes only, offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions apply. 


Part of an Award 
winning Family 
Run Business 
established 1953 


Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/twallford 


Your localFord Dealer 



www.twallford.co.uk 
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Discoing across France 


By Ian Donaldson 

Make a mental list of the ideal 
car for a couple of weeks - and 
nearly 2,000 miles - of motoring 
through France and you would 
probably not put a Land Rover 
Discovery at the top. 

Too big, too thirsty and not much fun 
to drive might be your leading demerits 
as you mentally pencilled in something 
much smaller and more sensible. 

Well, I would have done precisely the 
same before clambering up (and it is a bit 
of climb) into the Discovery’s cockpit. But I 
would have been wrong in the most pleas¬ 
antly surprising of ways... 

For starters, it’s not too big. A tape meas¬ 
ure shows the Disco looks bigger than it is. 
For instance, a Vauxhall Insignia Tourer es¬ 
tate is longer than this solidly built off-roader 
and only a couple of inches less wide. 

And the Disco comes with a couple of ad¬ 
vantages that other 4x4s tend to share and 
which makes owners love them for their sur¬ 
prising everyday practicality. 



Building them tall and square makes them 
easier to steer a path through both urban 
jungle and the real thing, should you go 
off-roading in deepest Borneo. Not that, at 
£59,970 for this priciest version, you’d ever 
want to. 

Then, thanks to an optional £740 pack on 
the test car, a clever tweak with a couple of 
tiny cameras made things easier still. They 
show where the front wheels are in relation to 
the kerb, so approaching a French autoroute 
toll booth on the ‘wrong side’ was a simple 
matter of keeping an eye on the dashboard 
screen. 

Bright sunlight sometimes blotted out the 
image but mostly it worked well and saved 
potential contact between the Discovery’s 
handsome (and expensive) 20ins alloy 
wheels and hard bits of roadside France. 

So, the car did not feel too big. Certainly 
not too big for all the luggage two people 
need (apparently) for a couple of weeks in 
France, which almost filled the huge boot but 
left enough space for a stop at Calais for - 
you’ve guessed - a box or two of wine. 

Not too big to fit comfortably into the giant 
hold of P&O’s Spirit of Britain which took us 
across the Channel and back and made the 
journey feel like a proper holiday. 

Then, to the thirst of the engine which has 
to pull one of the heaviest cars you can buy. 
The Discovery’s immense off-road strength 
is down in part to a chassis built like a tank 
and the whole caboodle weighs an immense 
2570kgs - or more than two-and-a-half times 
the weight of a Ford Fiesta. 

That means the 3.0 litre diesel has to work 
for a living, which made the 31.6mpg record¬ 
ed over more than 1,900 miles of holiday 
travel look the right side of reasonable. Fac¬ 
tor in the cheapness of diesel in France, at 
about 82p a litre and the Discovery was hit- 



Two weeks after stepping 
up into the Discovery I 
was sad to see it go - here 
is a car that genuinely 
exceeded my expectations 
by a country mile.’ 


ting a UK wallet at the equivalent of about 
43 miles to the gallon. Result, I’d say. 

The engine also contributes to the 
easy-going nature of the car, slurring 
smoothly through the eight-speed auto¬ 
matic gearbox and providing the sort of 
mid-range pull that could easily surprise 
a dawdling Frenchman (and did, once or 
twice). 

Riding high and carrying all that weight 
is no recipe for grand prix-style road man¬ 
ners but the Discovery made mincemeat 
of the deliciously empty and smoothly sur¬ 
faced highways of France - and side roads 
almost comically good to explore in com¬ 


parison to poor pockmarked, overloaded 
Britain. 

Two more aids to stress free jaunts 
abroad are found by digging gently into 
the dashboard display where, with a few 
clicks of the button on the steering wheel, 
the digital speed display switches to kilo¬ 
metres an hour and the headlights set 
themselves to dip on the ‘French’ side of 
the road. 

Two weeks after first stepping up into the 
Discovery I was sad to see it go - here is 
a car that genuinely exceeded my expec¬ 
tations by a country mile - or a French 
kilometre. 



UNIT 1 CORBETT TRADING ESTATE, CINDER BANK, DUDLEY, DY2 9BG 
TEL: 01384 253666 EMAIL: gary.cmc@btconnect.com 


LOW MILEAGE EX MOTABIUTY SPECIALISTS 


Motafatllty 



OVER 80 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 



WE SPECIALISE IN HELPING OUR 
CUSTOMERS GET THE CAR THEY 
WANT NO MATTER THEIR CREDIT 
HISTORY IS LIKE 


TROUBLE WITH 
FINANCE 



3,000 MILES FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC Silver Metallic. £9995 

3,000 MILES VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ELITE White. £10995 

5,000 MILES VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 EXCLUSIV Beige Metallic. £7995 

5,000 MILES VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 SE Grey Metallic. £7995 

7,000 MILES VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 DESIGN Grey Metallic. £8995 

7,000 MILES PEUGEOT 208 ACTIVE 1.4 TD Pink Metallic. £7995 

7,000 MILES FORD B MAX ZETEC Brown Metallic. £9995 

7,000 MILES VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRI DIESEL Grey Metallic. £10995 

7,000 MILES PEUGEOT 308 1.6 DIESEL Grey Metallic. £7995 

7,000 MILES FORD FOCUS 1.6 ESTATE Red Metallic. £9995 

7,000 MILES VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 Silver Metallic. £7995 

8,000 MILES CITROEN C3 PICASSO EXCLUSIVE White. £ 8995 

8,000 MILES VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SRI Grey Metallic. £8995 

8,000 MILES VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI SAT NAV Grey Metallic. £10995 

9,000 MILES FORD C MAX 1.6 ZETEC Silver Metallic. £9995 

11,000 MILES VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI White. £10995 

14,000 MILES VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE Silver Metallic. £7995 

15,000 MILES NISSAN QASHQAI TD Beige Metallic. £11995 

16,000 MILES NISSAN JUKE 1.6 VISIA White. £9995 

16,000 MILES PEUGEOT 3008 ACCESS Silver Metallic. £8995 

17,000 MILES FORD FIESTA 1.2 EDGE Silver Metallic. £5995 


18,000 MILES FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC White . £6995 

18,000 MILES FORD KUGA TITANIUM TDCI Gold Metallic. £12995 

20,000 MILES FORD FIESTA 1.6 TITANIUM Yellow Metallic. £7995 

26,000 MILES RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE TOM TOM Cabriolet. £8995 

36,000 MILES VAUXHALL INSIGNIA CDTi ELITE AUTO Panacotta Metallic. £9995 

JUST ARRIVED THIS WEEK JUST ARRIVED THIS WEEK 

10,000 MILES KIA SPORTAGE GGDI Black Metallic. £12995 

21,000 MILES AUDI A1 SPORT TDI White. £12995 

26,000 MILES RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIQUE TOM TOM 3 door. £6495 

REDUCED TO CLEAR MUST BE SOLD THIS WEEK 

7,000 MILES PEUGEOT 3008 ACTIVE DIESEL Grey Metallic. £8495 

7,000 MILES NISSAN NOTE ACCENTA Red Metallic. £6495 

9,000 MILES FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5 door, Black Metallic. £7495 

12,000 MILES FORD FIESTA 1.25 Silver Metallic. £5495 

20,000 MILES VAUXHALL CORSA LTD White. £6495 

30,000 MILES VOLVO C30 1.6 DESIGN Orange Metallic. £6495 

30,000 MILES PEUGEOT 207 CC ALLURE Black Metallic. £6995 

51,000 MILES FORD FOCUS CC Purple Metallic. £2495 

MANY MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
NO PRESSURE SALES 
PLEASE COME AND HAVE A 
BROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 
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Curtain calls 
for DB9 GT 


By Matt Joy 


There’s a great number of new 
things on the horizon for Aston 
Martin; a new Bond film, a new 
generation of cars and a new 
partnership with AMG, all of 
which are brimming with prom¬ 
ise for the British manufacturer. 

These things are still to come how¬ 
ever, and in the meantime, the car that 
began the Aston Martin rival has been 
refreshed. 

This GT version is the final hurrah for the 
DB9, the VI2 grand tourer that has best en¬ 
capsulated the notion of a modern Aston 
Martin in the 21st Century. The GT receives 
unique alloy wheels, black detailing to 
the front and rear aerodynamic elements, 
black brake callipers and detail changes to 
the head and tail lights. The long-serving 
6.0-litre engine gets a power boost too. 

Given its age it is remarkable how little 
the DB9’s shape has changed over the last 
decade, but that is a testament to just how 
pretty it was in the first place. The subtle 
enhancements of this GT version are just 
that; welcome, but just fresh icing on a de¬ 
licious cake. The black-finished front split¬ 
ter and rear diffuser are nice touches and 
the new wheels are a delight. 

Those looks are still guaranteed to turn 
heads, which is part of the reason it has 


James Bond would 
buy one if he didn’t 
get an Aston in his 
company car 
scheme 


such a fantastic image. British, stylish and 
relatively discreet - just like a certain secret 
agent. 

The DB9 is better than it used to be in 
this respect, although it’s best suited to two 
adults with the possible occasional inclu¬ 
sion of a pair of small children. It’s a grand 
tourer in the traditional sense, so there’s an 
intimate cabin for the two up front and 155 
litres of space for your weekend luggage in 
the boot, and use the rear seats for odds 
and ends. The latest infotainment upgrade 
is a welcome addition too, with better re¬ 
sponses and more features than before. 

The DB9 GT isn’t just a high performance 
grand tourer, it is a car that delivers a gen¬ 
uine sense of occasion. Sliding behind the 
wheel into the beautifully finished cabin 
makes you feel special; firing up the VI2 
engine confirms it. 

Driven sensibly, the DB9 GT is low effort 
and comfortable. The ride is well judged, 
keeping everything level and stable but 


filtering out road pimples, while the auto¬ 
matic gearbox marshals the huge amount 
of torque on offer. Squeeze the accelera¬ 
tor gently and there’s a seemingly infinite 
amount of urge available, all delivered 
without any fuss. 

Really press on and the DB9 GT is ready 
to play. It’s a relatively big car but there’s 
three damper settings and three for the sta¬ 
bility control too, and should you be feeling 
brave and talented, it will play the hooligan. 
As fast (if not faster) than you could possi¬ 
bly need in the UK and beyond, it is a car 
that delights in so many ways. 

The question of value operates in re¬ 
verse when discussing a luxury car; it’s 
not so much whether the car is worth the 
money, but how often does the car remind 
you how much it is worth? In the case of 
the DB9 GT, that is on a regular basis. The 
quality of the materials is superb; flawless 
stitching in the beautiful leather, glinting 
chrome and carpet you want to dig bare 
feet into. The short of it is you will never feel 
short-changed for your £140,000. 

James Bond would buy one if he didn’t 
get an Aston in his company car scheme, 
but for us mortals at least, the DB9 should 
either be in your underground garage or a 
poster on your bedroom wall. It’s become 
an Aston Martin icon in its own lifetime, and 
while there is a new car on the horizon, it 
has some spectacularly large shoes to 
fill. There will be faint tears when it finally 
moves on. 

Aston Martin DB9 GT, £140,000 




13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.5 DCi AMBIANCE 

White, 5dr, 29,000 miles £ 



12/62 PEUGEOT 2081.2 VTi ACTIVE 

Sat Nav, Silver, 23,000 miles £6750 


TOP 20 

T WALL USED CADS & COMMERCIALS 


NOW 

07/57 RENAULT CLI01.2 CAMPUS 3-dr. Silver, 34,000 miles . £2995 

05/55 SKODA FABIA 1.2 AMBIENTE 5-dr. Black, 40,000 miles . £3195 

08/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ENERGY 5-dr. Silver, 77,000 miles . £3695 

08/08 TOYOTA AURIS 1.6 WTi TR 5-dr. Blue, 56,000 miles . £3995 

09/59 CITROEN C31.4 VTi VTR+ 5-dr. Blue, 26,000 miles . £4495 

06/56 MIN11.6 COOPER 3-dr. Silver, 48,000 miles . £4495 

12/62 PEUGEOT 2081.2 VTi ACTIVE. Sat Nav, Silver, 23,000 miles . £6750 

13/62 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 MATCH 3-dr. White, 26,000 miles . £7495 

14/14 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 TOCA 3-dr. Red, 13,000 miles . £7695 

12/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi ECOFLEX SE Sports Tourer. Grey, 83,000 miles £8495 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.5 DCi AMBIANCE 5-dr. White, 29,000 miles . £8995 

11/61 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA 5-dr. Grey, 25,000 miles . £9195 

13/13 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6 HDi. 35,823 miles . E6795+VAT 

13/63 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY 1.6 TDi. 29,364 miles . E8995+VAT 

14/14 TOYOTA PROACE 2.0 HDi. 20,165 miles . £10,995+VAT 

14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTi SPORTIVE 19,976 miles . £12,495+VAT 

14/14 VIVARO 2.0 CDTi SPORTIVE. 22,337 miles . £12,495+VAT 

14/14 VW TRANSPORTER 102PS TRENDLINE. 14,399 miles . £14,995+VAT 

14/64 VIVAR01.6 CDTi SPORTIVE Double Cab. 3,389 miles . £15,495+VAT 

15/15 VIVAR01.6 CDTi Double Cab. Silver, 3,472 miles . £16,495+VAT 


Please contact Craig or Keith 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 



13/13 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6 HDi 

35,823 miles £6795 + VAT 


Award winning family-run business - established 1 953 
Motability Premier Dealer HHDB 


0 


VAUXHALL 
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Only 500 Yards From 
Merry Hill Shoppiig Center: 


JM 


OakGarage® 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, .CO.llk 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Fiat Panda 1.2 Easy Red Only 5000 Miles £5,995 

13 C3 1.6 Exclusive Silver Only 5000 Miles £7,795 

12 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,995 

12 Ka 1.2 Edge Red Only 7000 Miles £5,995 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,495 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 9000 Miles £8,795 

14 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue Only 9000 Miles £9,495 

10 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynam Auto Red Only 11000 Miles £4,995 

12 C4 1.6 VTR+Auto Silver Only 11000 Miles £7,495 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £28,995 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Silver Only 12000 Miles £7,995 

11 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 12000 Miles £7,295 

13 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI Plati Red Only 14000 Miles £13,495 

10 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Black Only 16000 Miles £6,795 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS6 Only 17000 Miles £8,495 

60 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Titan 3dr Red Only 17000 Miles £7,495 

61 Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDI EGC Grey Only 18000 Miles £6,295 

Citroen 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21 k £7,495 

12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+Beige 31k £7,795 

06 C4 VTR+1.6 HDI Coupe Black 62k £2,995 

57 C4 G Picasso 1.8 VTR+ Silver 62k £4,295 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR Black 36k £7,495 

Ford 

11 Fiesta 1.4 Titanium Green 23k £7,295 

12 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Zetec Ink Blue 23k £7,995 

09 Fiesta 1.6 TDCI Titanium 3dr Green 89k £4,995 

12 Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto White 34k £8,495 

Nissan 

58 Note 1.4 Visia Silver 63k £3,495 

62 Note 1.6 Acenta Auto Red 20k £7,295 

12 Note 1.6 Acenta Auto Blue 26k £6,995 

63 Navara 2.5 DCI Tekna Auto Silver 29k Plus VAT £14,995 

Peugeot 

12 207 1.4 HDI Active Blue 26k £6,795 

04 307 2.0 SE Auto Blue 54k £2,295 

12 308 1.6 HDI Active Shark Grey 41k £6,995 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Access Shark Grey 31K £7,795 

Sales Line Open Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


Vauxhall 

55 Astra 1.8 Club Auto Silver 57k 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Red 29k 

12 Antara 2.2 CDTI Exc 163 Auto Black 23k 

Other 

09 BMW 318i 2.0 ES Touring Black 68k 
12 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Silver 24k 
62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Black 39k 
09 Fiat Bravo 1.4 Active Grey 54k 
12 Honda Civic 1.4 i-VTEC SE Red 20k 
12 Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 32k 
07 Renault Megane 1.6 Dyn Coupe Cab Silver 34k 
V Toyota Hi-Ace 3.0 Diesel Auto Silver 105k 
12 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Black 55k 


£2,295 

£7,295 

£12,495 

£7,495 

£8,495 

£7,995 

£3,295 

£8,795 

£5,495 

£2,995 

£4,295 

£6,795 


All Motability Vehicles are: 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 

Find the car 
you need today 



widely available or more unusual 
we've got the car you want 


fer I V L_lL tad 

h. i 



>nTy 500 Yards From 
Merry Hill Shopping Cent* 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Package 
that does 
not fail to 
impress 

By Sharon Walters 


I dislike being asked for personal recom¬ 
mendations on what cars friends should buy. 
Most of the time you ask them for a ‘wish’ list 
to assess what you believe would be the ide¬ 
al, or near ideal, package to suit their needs 
and there’s usually something that they don’t 
like with the cars you suggest. “What?” is 
the exclaimed response, “I could never drive 
that.” And the reason is usually down to the 
badge on the bonnet. Not what you get for 
the money. 

And that badge on the bonnet is usually down to 
the price they are prepared to pay. Yes, they could 
have a more prestigious car if they were prepared or 
could afford to pay several thousand pounds more. 
But in all likelihood they wouldn’t necessarily get a 
better vehicle, they would merely massage their own 
snobbery. 

The one exception to all this is in the executive or perfor¬ 
mance car brackets. In both you have to fork out to get what 
you want. 

However on rare occasions friends have reacted far more 
favourably if I have suggested, say a Kia, Skoda or Suzuki. 
And if they have actually got behind the wheel to test one 
out they have usually bought. So it was with three friends 
who tried out Hyundai and were totally won over. One is 
even on her third now. 

Top of my current list for personal recommendation in the 
mid-sized/company car bracket is the latest i40 which more 
than gives opposition such as the Mondeo and Passat a run 
for their money. In fact, I gave a motoring writer colleague, 
who hasn’t been behind the wheel of a Hyundai lately, a 
lengthy lift in one recently and he was genuinely surprised at 
the quality, ride and performance - not to mention the price. 
And he is a man who is not easily pleased when judging 
four wheels. 

There’s a choice of four trim levels - S, SE, Nav, SE (Nav 
Business and Premium) - with three engines available that 
benefit from Hyundai’s efficient Blue Drive technologies - a 
1.7-litre diesel with an output of 115PS with six speed man¬ 
ual transmission, a 1.7-litre diesel with an output of 141 PS 
and six speed transmission and a 1.7-litre diesel engine de¬ 
livering up to 141 PS with seven speed DCT. 

Features 

This year’s upgrade also includes refreshed styling with 
a new front grille and front bumper with reshaped front and 
rear lights, new transmission, improved ride and handling 
and a number of new safety and convenience features. 

Prices start at £19,600 for the entry level S trim on the 
i40 saloon, which includes standard features such as 16in 
alloy wheels, Bluetooth connectivity, air conditioning, leath¬ 
er-wrapped steering wheel, automatic headlights with dusk 
sensor and steering wheel audio with telephone controls. 

The SE Nav trim level is new and includes standard fit¬ 
ment of Hyundai’s capable touchscreen satellite navigation 
with rear view parking camera and parking guidance sys¬ 
tem. Priced from £21,600, the SE Nav adds to the S-model’s 
specification with DAB radio, auto-dimming rear-view mirror, 
climate control with auto defog, heated front seats, LED 
front fog lights and a seven-speaker sounds system. This 
trim level can be enhanced further in the SE Nav Business 
model, from £23,100, with keyless smart entry with start/ 
stop button and driver’s seat memory function. 

The range topping Premium models, start at £25,600, fea¬ 
ture 18in alloy wheels, panoramic sunroof with electric tilt 
and slide, luggage net, super vision instrument cluster with 
LCD colour display and lane departure warning. 

As standard, all i40s get seven airbags, electronic brake- 
force distribution, an electronic stability programme, hill 
start assist and a tyre pressuring monitoring system, while a 
lane departure warning system with lane keep assist comes 
with Premium trim. The i40 performed well in the Euro NCAP 
crash safety tests, getting a maximum five-star rating. 

I spent a week in the SL SE Nav 1.7 CRDI 141 PS saloon 
and covered just about every type of road from lanes to the 
rich man’s motorway (the M6 toll road!) and filled it up with 
friends for a night out to see how it performed when loaded 
up. 

My only adverse comment was the boot access and size 
but we all have to compromise from time to time. 

Instrumentation was intuitive and didn’t need you to reach 
for the instruction manual very often, plus it was a quality 
finish as were areas like the door finish, seat coverings and 
steering wheel. 

What’s not to like about a package that gives you all that 
for prices starting at less than £20,000? 



























DRIVETIMEas 


Giving rivals run for money 



By John Griffiths 

Kadjar . . . it’s an unusual name 
which will make you think. And 
that’s good for Renault because its 
new model is certainly worth a sec¬ 
ond look. 

For the Kadjar is big brother to the Cap- 
tur, Renault’s first crossover which in three 
years has become Europe’s best-seller in 
the highly competitive b-segment SUV 
market. 

The new car is based on the larger Megane 
platform, as is its close relation the popular 
Nissan Qashai which ironically will be one of 
its main rivals. 

It has chunky yet aerodynamic styling, the 
interior space and practicality of an estate car 
and, on top specification models the option 
of all wheel drive. Plus it has that high, ‘com¬ 
mand’ driving position which is one reason 
SUVs now account for 27 per cent of all sales 
for this size of family car. 

While beauty is in the eye of the beholder, 
the new Kadjar has curvy, contemporary styl¬ 
ing with its origins unmistakable. 

It’s also roomy, with space for five adults (in¬ 
cluding six-footers in the back) plus one of the 
biggest cargo boots in its class. 

But it’s clear Renault, as something of a late¬ 
comer to the market, is once again out to cap¬ 
ture sales from rivals such as the Qashqai and 
Kuga as prices are very competitive. 

There are 18 versions costing from £17,995 
to £21,695 which, like for like model is up to 
£2,000 less than its rivals, and along with a 
thrifty range of engines will also impact on tax 
bills for company drivers. 

When you first get behind the wheel of a 
Kadjar it conveys the feeling that this is a big 
car, and a well equipped one too (starting with 
the utra clear virtual instrument display). 


The seats (back as well as front) are soft and 
sculpted, while the high seating position and 
large areas of glass - including a ‘third row’ 
window in the c-piillar - offer outstanding vis¬ 
ibility, Within seconds, you feel this is a nice 
place to be: it is a ‘feel good’ car. 

There are two diesel options, a 1.6 litre 
130Ps version which packs plenty of punch 
and a 1.5 litre which still performs well on the 
road but is more economical, capable accord¬ 
ing to official figures of averaging 74.3mpg 
with either six-speed manual or automatic 
gearboxes, with a tax-busting 99g/km of C02 
emissions. The 130Ps engine has an advan¬ 
tage for acceleration and overtaking but, on 
two-wheel drive models, still results in an aver¬ 
age 65.7mpg and a low 113g/km of C02. 

You do soon appreciate the hefty 320Nm 
of torque at a low 1,750rpm, which means the 
130Ps-equipped Kadjar pulls strongly in every 
gear for relaxed but satisfying driving. 

Balanced against its greater economy, the 
lower-powered 1.5 litre diesel loses out a little 
on acceleration, but it still does 0 to 62 in under 
12 seconds. Perhaps more relevant to most 
drivers, it cruises at motorway speeds with a 
quiet and relaxed demeanour. 

If you want the four wheel drive option, this 
is only available with the higher specification 
versions and the 130Ps diesel. 

There is a three-position selector button - 
‘auto’ for slippery roads when the electronics 
split the torque between front and rear axles 
according to conditions, ‘lock’ which puts the 
system in full-time four wheel drive if you ven¬ 
ture off-road and the third option of front wheel 
drive only, to save fuel in normal road driving. 

The petrol option sounds tiny for a car of 
this class - just 1.2 litres - but it is Renault’s 
already proven turbocharged power plant, It’s 
been revamped to produce a faster pick-up 
and response, and with 130PS matches the 
typical two-litre, normally aspirated petrol en¬ 
gine of just a few years ago. 

While the Kadjar is relatively tall, with the 


advantages of visibility and ease of access, 
suspension and steering are tuned primarily 
for road use which make it feel as nimble as a 
typical saloon or estate rival. 

There’s no sense that this is an SUV with 
harsh, long travel suspension, and the electric 
power steering is progressively weighed so 
you can turn in with confidence and precision, 
and without any anticipation of unsettling body 
roll. The power steering and big wheel arch¬ 
es allow a tight turning circle of well under 11 
metres, which combined with the all-round vis¬ 
ibility make the Kadjar easy to handle around 
town. 

The car has already been awarded a max¬ 
imum five stars for safety, and comes with a 
range of features from six airbags to stability, 
traction and understeer control systems, hill 
start assist, ABS and emergency brake assist.. 


As you go up the range and price ladder, other 
features such as parking sensors, lane depar¬ 
ture warning and automatic parking assist sys¬ 
tems are available, 

Inside, the Kadjar’s virtual instrument dis¬ 
play are a model of clarity, with all models 
getting a seven-inch touchscreen display for 
audio, communications and other functions 
including navigation, where fitted. 

The 190mm ride height does allow four 
wheel drive Kadjars to venture off hard-surfac- 
es, and 4x4 models also get front and rear skid 
plates to protect the bodywork. 

After its success in the marketplace for 
smaller crossovers, Renault has plenty of rea¬ 
sons to be confident that Kadjar can do the 
same against established rivals in what is, to 
them, a new sector. 

A modern, trendy-looking and roomy car 


with all the attributes that attract such a large 
number of drivers to the SUV sector is a good 
place to start, to say nothing of engines offer¬ 
ing a good balance of performance and econ¬ 
omy. And, of course, that competitive price tag 
which will have some rivals nervously biting 
their nails. 

And Kadjar? Well, after over a century of car 
making it must be a) tough to find a name no- 
one else has used and b) in a global market 
one which doesn’t translate into something 
terribly embarrasing in another language (yes, 
we all know one or two of those). 

So the official explanation is ‘kad’ is inspired 
by quad (something driven by four wheels 
or legs) and ‘jar’ from the French word jaillir 
which means to emerge quickly. 

Hence a word for an agile four wheel drive 
vehicle . . . 


MASSIVE VAUXHALL 
PRE-REG SALE EVENT 


come- 
first served 

Don’t miss this 

opportunity 



Just like the old Viva, 


but completely different 


NU 65 REG NewVauxhall 

Viva SE 

for immediate delivery 


£7995 



NU 65 REG | NewVauxhall 

Corsa Sting 


our price 


Spec includes • Bluetooth® connectivity • Twin white stripes on bonnet, roof and tailgate 
• CD/MP3 CD player/stereo radio and aux-in socket • 16" white alloys • Cruise control 


£8495 



New NU65REG Vauxhall 

Meriva Techline 1.4 

Spec includes • Electrically heated front seats • Front fog lights 

• Mobile phone system with Bluetooth®* • 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Full body-colour door mirrors 


LIST PRICE 

£13995 


SAVE £2500 


£11495 



New NU 65 REG Vauxhall 

Mnlrlra TechlineU 

l v l U Ka Whisper Diesel 


Spec includes • Diesel • Dual-zone Electronic Climate Control 

• Navi 950 satellite navigation system • Cruise control 

• CD, MP3 CD player and stereo radio 


LIST PRICE 

£19104 


2609 


£16495 


EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House T Wall Garages Stourbridge Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NH High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB High Street, Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY8 4DG Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY27AY 

01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Highest: VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4i 120PS 16v Exclusive Turbo A/C with 15”, 16” and 17” wheels, A6: Urban: 29.7 (9.5), Extra-urban: 
49.6 (5.7), Combined: 39.8 (7.1). C0 2 emissions: 166g/km Lowest: VAUXHALL Viva 5 Door Hatchback I.Oi 75PS SE with EcoTyre 14”, 15” and 16” wheels, M5: Urban: 52.3 (5.4), Extra-urban: 76.3 (3.7), Combined: 65.7 (4.3). C0 2 emissions: 99g/km. 

Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. Offers subject to availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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36DRIVETIME 


Motorhome adventure 


By Paul Naylor 


Earlier this year I enjoyed my 
first experience at the wheel of 
a motorhome. Never one to do 
things by half, I opted for a rath¬ 
er sizeable vehicle for a novice - 
the Swift Lifestyle 686. 

Coach-built utilising the new gener¬ 
ation Fiat Euro 5+ Chassis Cab, the 
130bhp/ 2.3 litre engine provided plen¬ 
ty of pulling power for the close to sev¬ 
en metre in length motorhome. 

I found the Lifestyle 686 surprisingly easy 
to manoeuvre. Its power steering is light and 
responsive and the gear ratios very similar 
to my own car, with the added bonus of a 
sixth gear. 

There is a rear window, but if you do ever 
find yourself at the wheel of a motorhome, 
I can’t recommend enough the brilliant op¬ 
tional extra that this model had. 

A rear camera acts as the mirror. The 
image, super-imposed over the actual rear 
view mirror, provided a natural feeling of 
added safety. 

There is of course, as you would expect 
these days, a reversing camera too. 

The updated 2015 model comes with a 
host of additional features including running 
lights and a new smart construction with a 
strong, moisture proof PURe polyurethane 
timberless framed body shell. 

A new fully integrated touch screen con¬ 
sole has a great satellite navigation system 
as well as DAB radio, CD and MP3 player 
with bluetooth. The DAB aerial is concealed 
in the mirror. 

Drivers will be delighted to hear that the 
captain’s chairs have integrated headrest, 
wider backrest, better side support and im¬ 
proved seat comfort. 


I was particularly taken by the aesthetics 
of the 686. It’s new metallic black cab and 
colour coded bumper give it a sleeker ap¬ 
pearance, easily distinguishing it from the 
passing ‘white-van man’. 

For added comfort, automatic cab air-con¬ 
ditioning is included and the tyre pressure 
monitoring system is sure to become a must 
have. 

Add to the mix an external shower point - 
ideal for muddy boots - and barbecue point, 
for those wanting to eat out in style, and you 
have a fantastic vehicle ready for all occa¬ 
sions. 

Contemporary 

The Lifestyle 686 has a superb interior. 
Finished in tasteful biscuit and cream hues, 
when dressed in its daytime mode it is remi¬ 
niscent of a contemporary static caravan. 

To the front of the vehicle, situated just be¬ 
hind the cab, a kitchen area includes fridge 
with small freezer box, microwave, oven and 
hob. 

Opposite is a dining area, ideal for four 
people. To the rear is the lounge, with ample 
space for the 686’s maximum occupancy of 
six. 

An additional table means you have dining 
options to the front and rear of the vehicle. 

As you would imagine, storage space is 
cleverly integrated throughout, with nooks 
and crannies, plus under-seat compartments 
allowing you to take plenty of clothing on 
your adventures. 

The bathroom is a good-size, with a 
moulded shower and vanity wash basin and 
chemical toilet adding to the comfort of any 
off-the-beaten-track stay. 

And speaking of such things, the dispos¬ 
al of the chemical toilet waste - and indeed 
waste water from showering and washing 
the dishes - is both discreet and easily done. 

My children were big fans of the awning. 



‘With so much to offer 
it truly is a great choice 
for families looking to hit 
the road.’ 


The winding mechanism and easy to con¬ 
struct legs gave the 686 added kudos, 
making it twice as wide on completion and 
way more versatile. 

We found converting the 686 at night 
time easy too. If you need to sleep six there 
is space for two above the cabin and two 
further double beds can be converted from 
the dining area seats and lounge area. 

Privacy can be added using a combina¬ 
tion of blinds and curtains. 


With so much to offer it truly is a great 
choice for families looking to hit the road 
for many a motorhome adventure. 

The Swift Lifestyle 686 is available at 
dealerships throughout the UK now with 
a recommended on the road price of 
£47,584. 

To discover more about leisure vehicles 
go along to the Motorhome & Caravan 
Show, at the NEC, October 13-18. Visit 
www.motor homeandcaravanshow.co.uk 



INCLUDES THIS SPECIFICATION 
• Electronic Stability Programme 
■ m • Anti-lock Braking System 



FlexFIoor® adds more space 
FlexSpace® flexible rear seats 
Twin front airbags 
Front seat side-impact airbags 
Air conditioning 

ISOFIX child seat restraint system 
CD/MP3 with USB connection 
Electric heated door mirrors 
Remote control central locking 
Electric front windows 


FROM 

JUST 


We’ve secured a selection of pre-owned 
new shape Vauxhall Meriva models, 

the ideal family car at amazing DON’T MISS 
value prices, 


THIS AMAZING 
ALL THIS FROM MERIVA OFFER 
f COQC CALL US NOW 


Pre-owned vIk 

Vauxhall Meriva New shape model 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Hi^h Street. Arrblecote. DY8 40G Tel 013S4 447 970 

AWwStOUYCfltfHMbXrtf CI jk 


$ 

VAUAhALL 


Offers available subject to stock availability. Prices do not include Road Fund Licence or Admin fee of £49.00. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 












ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

A. AAA 

iiSlHwMtwi 

Family Business & 
Monumental Masons 

STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Children Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11 +, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121 212 4986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 

Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 

Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 

Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 

J.T. 

BROOKES 

^ ■ 

MATHEMATICS Primary, Second¬ 
ary, Adult lessons. Qualified spe¬ 
cialist teacher. 07712 427936 

Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 

24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


2 

| Leisure 

L Time 

www.nedowning.co.uk 

lost & found 




Light grey, (half persian) has 
ieen missing from Ford- 
aouses since September 28, 
she has been spayed, wears a 
pink sparkly collar with a 
name tag saying Poppy and 
our number, she is 
microchipped, has a slit in 
her left ear from a fight with 
another cat, she is 6 years old 
and will be very frightened to 
be away from home. There is 
a reward for the person who 
finds her, as she is a much 
loved Family pet. 

If you find her please contact 
01902 476906 / 07583 499208 / 
07941495190. 

mmnm 

CARAVAN FOR SALE 

35x12 Hornsea East Yorks 
open 52 wks free standing black 
leather sofas dining table and 
chairs double glazed 2 bed 
verandah 2 large sheds lots 
£11,000 ono 

07876 664616. 

CHEAP STATIC WILLERBY 
CARAVAN 

38ft x 12ft, DG. 

Sited at Borth, sea views, 
compete with decking and 
2015 site fees. 
Immaculate condition. 

12 months season. 
Fantastic pitch with private 
garden. 

Sale due to illness 

£12,995 ovno. 

07831 414009. 

religious notices 

christadelphian 

PROPHECIES OF THE BIBLE 

Daniels’s prophecy of world 
history. October 11, at 6pm, The 
Community Centre, High Street, 
Kingswinford, Or write to The 
Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station Road, 
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 

LUNAR QUASAR 

2005, 19ft. long, with remote 
remover, 4 berth, fixed bed, full 
oven cooker, full screen and 
blinds, full shower room, 
Blowair heating, awning, many 
more extras. Mint condition, 
£5,100 o.n.o. 07497 805154. 

1 "N 

1 

^ Family 

West Midlands 
Caravan and 
Motorhome Show 

2016 MODEL LAUNCH 

• Touring Caravans 

• Motorhomes 

elderly & 
l disabled 

MOBILITY SCOOTER. Four wheels. 
Fits easily in a car boot. Very good 
condition. Can deliver locally. £275. 

07905 770683. 

POWERED WHEELCHAIR with joy¬ 
stick, dismantles, nearly new, £400. 
electric armchair, lifts you up and 
down, £80. 07950 418286. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

• Holiday Homes 

• Luxury Lodges 

FREE TICKETS: 
www.caravanevent.co.uk 
01743 282400 

Salop Leisure, Emstrey, 
Shrewsbury SY5 6QS 


^Mobility k> 

NEW Electric Scooters from only £595 
Second hand from £300 

fl 1 We offer excellent customer 
IJr j 1 ^ ™ qj| service and atterare mall 

Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01 384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 11th October 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



ELECTRIC ACOUSTIC GUITAR 

and Bindtone amp, £200. 
Telephone 01384 441885. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock / Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 

VICTORIAN FIVE string banjo with 
case. £80 ono. 

01384 455793. 



Free 

IT S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 
PING G2 Golf clubs, 3-SW, very 
good condition. £150. 

01902 798852 / 07773 851798. 
TRIMLINE ELECTRIC Running 
machine. 

£300 ono. 

01902 631583. 

TRIMLINE ELECTRIC Running 
machine. £300 ono. 

01902 631583. 



markets 


Dar’rast*n " 

• Street , 

•Market thi 


King STR66T 07889 97S701 





biiiM 


AUSTIN J40 pedal car, modified with 
electric motor, £1,000 o.n.o. 

0121 520 3755. 



Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
from £29. Ortho matts from £69. 
Memory foam matts £79. Metal 
fashion bed frames - singles £49, 
doubles £69. Bunk bed frames £99. 

Recliner sofas 
MANY HALF PRICE _ 

Leather and fabric chairs from £49 
Sofas from £99. Suites from £299 

100’s of end of line & clearance bargains 



LUXURY CANE 
CONSERVATORY SUITE 

Unused, 2015 design, 2 seater, 
2 armchairs, excellent quality 
chenille cushions, still wrapped, 
can deliver, cost £1,495. 

Accept £495. 

07968 731896. 

RECLINER CHAIR, fawn/brown, 
with massager. Immaculate. £250 
ono. 01384 288496. 


NEW STYLE Italian table and chairs, 
cost £4,000, sell £350. Italian Wall 
unit, bow fronted. £100. 

07950 418286 

TWO MAHOGANY display cabinets 
and matching wall pendulum clock, 
excellent condition, £90. 

Telephone 07908 906406. 


TWO SEATER SETTEE, blue, soft 
leather, £70. 

Telephone 01902 340364. 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 



AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 
FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 
Wanted. Cash paid for pre 1970. 
Large collections. (300+). After 
1970 considered. 0208 5607816. 
JAKES MUSEUM buys memora¬ 
bilia, large or small, antiques, col¬ 
lectables, quirky, old, unusual, etc, 
etc. 01384 484309. 07930 949337. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


WANTED ALLOY ladders, must be 
very light in weight for old window 
cleaner. 01922 512935. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


WOOD TURNING LATHE 

Charnwood W850 with out 
rigger, 1000mm x 400mm dia, 
varied speed. 
Immaculate condition. 

First sensible offer. 

01384 356097 after 4.30pm. 



service 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 



OnniD [1)^03X833 
00039 03D530S7 




blinds 


Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 


bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 


v. 


\ 

alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Extensions, loft conversions, 
roofing, driveways. 

See us on ‘Rated People’. 

Call 01902 579592 / 
07837 994465 

carpet & upholstery" 
^ cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


double glazing 


CLEAR VIEW GLASS Glass units, 
supplied and fitted. Free quotes 
01922 442720 or 07783 229386. 

electrical 
^ services 

STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


V_ 

\ 

fencing 


| Ji] ; 

^ pi • £& 


iff 



gardening > 

\ _ 

services 



of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


home 

i improvements 


Local Handyman 


I Brickwork (C&G), Fencing, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, etc. Fully 
Insured. CRB. No job too small. Free quotes. 


www.beddington-march.com 

0789 147 571 8 or 0121 602 5313 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARGAES/SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 


painters / 
i decorators 

HODGETTS DECORATORS. All 

aspects of commercial and domes¬ 
tic work. C&G qualified. Free 
quotes. Call 01902 324128. 



A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


QUICK RESPONSE RENDERING 

professional, reliable service. Call 
Stuart anytime, 01902 324727. 


V. 


roofing 


] 


T L Fowkes Roofing 
& Building Solutions 

FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUESTl 

call or email 
07896 334 946 
t.fowkes@yahoo.co.uk | 

Experts in all roofing and building aspects 
Including: 

• Flat roofing • GRP roofing • Slate and tile roofing 
* uPVC and all major building works 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 



Pets & 

L Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


BRAND NEW SADDLE. C omplete. 
Top make. £125. 

Telephone 07761 379384. 

DIY LIVERY. New Stables, Individ¬ 
ual paddocks, good grazing & 
hacking, 20x60 menage between 
Kinver / Enville grazing available. 
07860 946688 / 01384 872498 


D.I.Y. STABLE and grazing for rent, 
Codsall Wood. 

07751220983. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BEAUTIFUL KITTENS weaned and 
litter trained. Flead £25 to ensure 
good homes. 07765 807608. 

BLACK AND BRINDLE pedigree 
male Presa Canario, very friendly, 4 
months old, £300. 2 x Bichon Frise 
cross Yorkshire Terriers, ready in 1 
week, very small and cute. £300. 
07879 360678. 


DILLON 

I am a four year old Jack 
Russell, tan and white, I am a 
very affectionate little boy, good 
with people and children, would 
prefer to be the only little dog. 
01384 252158. 


FLUFFY BLACK KITTENS, will be 
ready for homes in 2 weeks. £15. 
Telephone 07969 169696. 
JACK RUSSELL puppies, dog and 
bitch, Mom and Dad can be seen. 
£150. 01384 233910. 


KITTENS x2, black, black/white, 
Brother and Sister, to go together, 
litter trained, £50. 01922 405533. 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 
01922 627013. 

Require volunteers for kennel 
cleaning, duties to include dog 
walking, feeding and watering. 

We also require a driver with a 
clean licence to help take dogs 
to vets and home checks. 
Car provided. 

Desperate for bedding, ie. 
sheets, blankets, towels, 
quilt covers, (no quilts). 
ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogsfrom 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

WE ARE ALSO NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR PET 
TAXI’S 

(No booking necessary). 
STAFFY PUPS Ready in 1 - 2 

weeks, 1 boy, 2 girls, both parents 
can be seen. £250. 07507 753350 / 
07717 873416. 


5 

Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


NomjRY’s 

Norrest Farm 


7 miles from Worcester, on A4103 
(WR13 5HD) Worcester to Hereford Rd 

Cox’s, Kidd’s Orange Red, 
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WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


a? 




• We are a family run local business. 

• Buying properties for over 30 years. 

• A fair offer from people you can trust, 
f No fees - Free solicitors. 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... 

yOMeve*v( 


Text To 

GOAL 88802 


and we will call you back now 


P EXP 

CJlOto" 




902 628047 


www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 



SELL FAST 

y Property investor needs properties in your an 


y Cash payments 
y We will cover all your fees 
y Quicker service 

^AND GET 

A BETTER 
PRICE 

01922 689023 


0800 731 1160 






ivate 


We are looking for houses in your area. We v 
take any type of property in any condition. 
Call us first - highest prices paid 


01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 


D BBSS? 

I pay 100% of purchase price 


Call now for the best price on your house 


■ Guaranteed offer* ■ Free solicitors 

■ Any condition ■ No fees* 


24 hours 
Free phone 
[ or landline 


0800 7 83 281 

01384 22608C 


Dewmark 

Homes 




One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 



01902 62804T 

, 0800 633 5226 


Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 
Call any time 


0800 633 5226 / 
01922 689023 





I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 


Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 



A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


ONE BED FLAT Merridale, W’ton, 
£385pcm. Deposit req. Mature 
person only 01902 759705. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 6964154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


WANTED Spanish Holiday Home in 
Exchange for two bed retirement 
flat in Tettenhall. Cash difference 
either way. 07774 898966. 



ONE BED BUNGALOW 

in Bradley, Bilston. Quiet cul- 
de-sac with front and back 
gardens. Would like a 1-Bed 
Bunglaow in the Stowlawn 
Estate, Wolverhampton or most 
areas considered. 

Call 07804 561782 




Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 




















































































Class ifed Ads 



TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 



EXPERIENCED CHEF, over 25 
years in the trade, looking for local 
work. 

07598 027920 (Walsall). 



GP RECEPTIONISTS Permanent 
32 hours and Temporary cover 21.5 
hours Must be able to demonstrate 
excellent customer service. Experi¬ 
ence preferred, hours between 
7am - 8pm. CV’s to Lianne Wollas¬ 
ton Wordsley Green Health Centre, 
Wordsley Green, Wordsley, Stour¬ 
bridge, DY8 5PD. 

I -V 




Motoring 


KSB 

AUDI A1 S line, 1.4 petrol, auto¬ 
matic, 17,000 miles, 61 plate, white, 
immaculate £13,500 ono. 

07816 688487. 


^ELLINGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


( CALj 

01902 317878 


CITROEN BERLINGO Multispace 
Desire, 07 rea, 1.6HDi, 75bhp, 
21,334 miles, FSH, met red, MoT 
June 2016, £4,500. 01384 394423. 

FORD FIESTA 07, full MoT, excel¬ 
lent condition inside and out, 
£1,595.07468 925114. 

MAZDA 2 TS 2008, 57k miles, 12 
months MoT, good condition, great 
first car. £1,500. 07881 908446. 
Wombourne. 


HONDA CRV EXi-VTECH 

2007 reg, good condition, 86k, 
black, MoT, service history, top 
spec, any trial welcome, 
unleaded. 

£6,800. 

07740 820154. 


MAZDA 3 TS. 5-dr Hatch, met blue, 
2006, climate control, low mileage, 
SH, MoT Sep 16. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, £2,550.01384 401209. 

PEUGEOT 208, 2013,1.4 petrol, 3dr 
Active, 18k, graphite, warranty to 
2016,1 owner, fsh, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £5,995. 07703 540507. 

PEUGEOT 3008Sport HDi TD 1.6, 
Dec 2009, 5 door, hatch, 28,000 
miles, fsh, immaculate. First viewer 
will buy. £7,500. 01902 894845. 

SKODA OCTAVIA AUTO Diesel, 
Est, 2006, MoT’d, alloys, maroon, 
service history. Very good condi¬ 
tion. £2,900. o.n.o. 0/738 586148. 

TOYOTA YARIS 1.4 DIESEL, 57 
reg, full MoT, immaculate condition, 
fsh, 1 previous owner, £30 tax per 
year, £2,400 ono. 07867 685569. 

VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 998cc, 07 
plate, full MoT, black, alloys, 38,560 
miles, in nice condition, £2,800. 

0121 557 1548. 

VW PASSAT estate, 2010, 84,000 
miles, silver, 2 owners, FSH, new 
cam belt, very good condition, 
£6,499. 07754 943610. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CHEVROLET MATIZ, 2007, 37,000 
miles, blue, abs, air bag, air con, 
long MoT, one owner, pas, stereo, 
£1,150 ono. 07758 753708. 

CHRYSLER NEON LE, auto, 1998, 
85,000 miles, MoT May 2016, 
£250.0121 5720031. 

CITROEN PICASSO Desire 2.0HDI, 
diesel, 2004, alloys, air con, e/w, c/I, 
MoT, £950. 01902 783990. 

FIAT MULTIPLA 1.9D, 2001, MoT 
March 2016, 6-seater, CD player, 
new tyres all round, drives excel¬ 
lent, £550 ono. 07460 853380. 

FORD ESCORT 75D. MoT till Feb 
15, 2016. V reg. Fully boarded out. 
£375. o.n.o. Call 01902 679763. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6 L, silver, X reg, 
alloys, body paintwork interior 
good, lady owner, drives smooth, 
reliable. £600 ono. 01384 262191. 

FORD MONDEO 2.0LX TDCi 2005, 
new clutch, full exhaust, MoT July 
2016. £1,100. 

01902 673719. 

FORD MONDEO Hatch, 1800 petrol, 
10 months MoT, blue,, good condi¬ 
tion, CD, reliable, £475. 

07870 241804. 

FORD MONDEO LX Turbo Diesel, 
2001, full MoT, excellent condition, 
£675. 07494 090052. 

MERCEDES CLK 2.3 COUPE 

Silver, 1998, excellent condition, 
MoT, genuine callers only £995. 
07902 387527. 

NISSAN ALMERA S 1.5 petrol, 57k, 
52 reg, blue, new MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking, pas, EW 
£850 ono 01902 893006. 

NISSAN ALMERA 53 reg, full MoT, 
very good condition, new tyres, 
brakes, 1500cc. £975. 

07827 059501. 

PEUGEOT BOXER 1999, 109k 
Miles, white, LWB, H/Roof, electric 
mirrors, MoT till april16, 
diesel,good condition £980 ono 
01384 377994 

RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.4 

petrol 2003, 77,892 miles, metalic 
blue MoT May 2016 alloys £695 
ono 07837 189722. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.4, 2005, 
Dynamique, MoT to Feb 2016, 
good condition, tyres as new, £975 
ono. 07973 843509. 

RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 
DIESEL 1.8 02 reg, MoT Feb, many 
new parts, good runner and condi¬ 
tion. £550 ono. 07903 435280. 

SUZUKI WAGON 1.3, 2003, MoT till 
August 2016, £595 ono. 

Please call 01384 257153. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 3dr hatch, 
T rea, burgundy, 64,000 miles, 7 
months MoT, good condition, £500. 

07968 905654. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 



FORD CAPRI 1.6 SL 1983, 1 owner, 
40,000 miles, regularly serviced / 
garaged, sunshine roof, current 
MoT, £5,000 ono. 0121 4454452. 

WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


SUZUKI 1.3 Super Carrier Van. 
MoT’d, one owner, used daily, must 
sell. £600 ono. 

01902 843374. 



Homer’s 


Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



GARAGE CLEAR OUT. Spares for 
British, Japanese and Harley, job 
lot £200 o.n.o. 

0121 520 3755. 

MATCHLESS 500 single jampot 
model. Good condition. Valuable 
registration. £3,850 ono. 01384 
455793. 

SUZUKI BANDIT 650, 56 reg, new 
chain and sprockets, new battery, 
full MoT, full service, 20k. £1,500. 

Telephone 01384 250253. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 


MONMORE RD.WV1 2TZ 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 
Free Collection 
Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110/0121 525 5813 daytime 
_ 01902659775 evenings _ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


:rOWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



I clutches / brakes') 

y / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call dob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile ' 
i mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 

tyres / wheels / ^ 
i exhausts 

GOODYEAR TYRES FI x 2, 235 x 

40 x 18, as new, £170 for both. 
01902 687399. 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 


★ ★★ 

IS THERE A LADY OUT 
THERE SOMEWHERE? 

Sixty-three plus, retired, non 
smoker, own car (preferable) 
who would like to meet a 68 
year old male, retired, car 
owner, non smoker, for fun, 
friendship, holidays abroad and 
who knows maybe more. 
Dudley and surrounding areas. 
Box Number P20084, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SINGLE 
LADY, 70 

Who feels too young to be old! 
Would like to meet a single, 
honest gentleman, 70’s, 

—^ lly to share whatever’s 
left of our lives. 

Please write to: 

Box Number C20076, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


hopefully ^ 


VERY YOUNG AT HEART 
GENTLEMAN 69 

Not unattractive with GSOH 
and varied interests seeks lady 
60-68 years for companionship 
and Friendship. 

Box Number P20073, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


WOLVERHAMPTON GUY 55 

Slim, fit, single, own house and 
car, non smoker, very loving, 
understanding, WLTM slim, 
medium lady, local for genuine 
friendship / relationship. 
Box Number P20082 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 




Riviera Travel has been carefully researching and thoughtfully crafting an enticing range of holidays 
and breaks for more than 30 years. Here is just a small selection of their Italian breaks which include 
all excursions as described, a choice of hotels on a half-board basis and return flights. 

Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430) 

Pompeii, Capri and the Bay of Naples 

Eight days from £739 

The Sorrento peninsula and Bay of Naples form 
one of the most beautiful corners of Europe, rich 
in history, boasting breathtaking scenery and of 
course, first class cuisine. 

On this holiday the choice of hotels are offered in and 
around the town of Sorrento and excursions include a 
boat trip to the beautiful island of Capri, home to the 
famous Blue Grotto; the city of Pompeii, whose state 
of preservation is astonishing; a visit to the still-active 
volcano of Vesuvius, and a visit to Naples, home to the 
Archaeological Museum that houses some of the finest 
finds from the nearby excavations. 

The Amalfi coastline offers stunning views and a full 
day is spent driving the meandering roads, admiring the 
exclusive resort of Positano, the picturesque village of Amalfi and then Ravello, perched in its breathtaking 
location boasting delightful small cafes and the Villa Rufolo, a charming collection of medieval buildings. 

Lake Como, St Moritz and the Bernina Express 

Eight days from £829 

A choice of lake-side hotels make the perfect base for this 
wonderful varied tour, which explores Lake Como, one of the 
most beautiful lakes in the world, plus other stunning icons of 
northern Italy and Switzerland. 

Take a boat trip and tour to the 18th century Balbianello, one of the 
finest villas surrounding Lake Como and cruise to the elegant resort 
of Bellagio, often described as the most beautiful town in Italy. 

Boarding the famous Bernina Express at Tirano, the remarkable 
journey travels through an amazing sequence of spirals, loops 
and tunnels to the summit at Ospizio Bernina in Switzerland, then 
desends to the chic resort of St Moritz for a spot of shopping before 
heading back through more stunning scenery, crossing the border 
again, to Italy. 

A full day is spent at Bergamo with a guided tour, whilst at Lake 
Maggiore there is chance to enjoy some free time in its most 
attractive town, Stresa. 

Travelling back to Switzerland, Lugano is an eclectic mix of traditional Swiss values and the more laid-back Latin 
influences from across the border. Explore the cafe-lined main square, the myraid of twisting lanes of the old town 
or discover the dense network of shops. 

Lake Garda, Venice and Verona 

Eight days from £599 

Lake Garda is an area of outstanding natural beauty and on 
this holiday there is a selection of hotels to choose from 
in either Malcesine or Riva del Garda, both of which are 
beautifully surrounded by lofty peaks and situated at the 
more scenic north end of the lake. 

Tour around the lake, passing through some typically Italian 
villages complete with tiny harbours and snow-capped 
mountains. Whilst a tour to the Dolomite Mountains gives the 
opportunity to experience the spectacular alpine scenery. 

Venice is unique and caught in a time warp. Culturally rich as 
any city can be, see many of the countless places of interest on 
a guided tour, including St Mark’s Square and its Basilica, the 
Campanile and Doge’s Palace — home to the most powerful 
man in Venice. Atrip on a gondola is also a must in this stunning 
and fascinating city (payable locally). 

Discover the hidden gems of medieval Verona, on a guided 
walking tour, then explore the typical Italian shops and market place here, or maybe enjoy the violinists serenading 
customers at the numerous pavement cafes. 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 
or go to: expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochures/web pages for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Local Specialist^* 




Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping exoerience 

• Block paving experience 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


Building and Landscaping 


A^ POLLO 


kii. 


APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 


0800 043 4455 




Decorating 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

^uleamjBS^ 

Assured 

Call: I 

07730 
477564; 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured M 

O.A.P Discounts _ 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




Do You Meed A Plasterer, 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 DAYTIME 
01384 572371 - after 6pm 



Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 


Double Glazing 


- Broken Locks 

- Door Repairs 
A - Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 



Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


M&tk (Kmmtrg (Hazing 


Contact US for a IBB quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of V|)I 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

W Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

eJJfioie^Lt ummJI&luA. A A 
® w tltcU wont codt tUe. eci/Ult ' ' 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com K. 

£ t.tss [fensa] ^ 



MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 



•ia 

energy efficient glazing 1 



Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 

r r www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

L.™ Telephone: 01384 573 074 


Baam aEl 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


MBffelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality n&iaHi 
local service call: I 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


Electricians 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 

Electrical Safety 

Register . 

+“ 

Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www.bradleyelectrical.net 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 


" 


Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

Free quotations available Over 20 years ’ experience 


l 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 
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Fencing 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1 990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


encing ft Gates 




All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


01384242891 Of 01970 300586 


Gardening 



Gardening 





fn^kxd\ 


Established in 2002, Timber Tim Ltd is a Professional Tree Surgeon based in the 
West Midlands and dedicated to providing the highest levels of tree services, 
customer care and satisfaction for a variety of individuals and organisations in 
the West Midlands. 


We specialise in the following 

* Trees Felled, Dismantled & Reduced * Local Authority Contracts 

* Stump Grinding * Site Clearances 

• Storm Damage Repair * Free No Obligation Quotes 

• 24-Hour Callout Service * Fully Insured 


Mobile: 07970 618 998 
Tel: 01384 594 270 


Web: www.timbertim.co.uk Email: tim@timbertim.co.uk 






Winter ,, 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
' Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE QlLLil 




GARDEN SERVICES 

srs reduced & trimmed 


DomsDiEig 


Trimming 

- BBBBHpO 

Insured • NPTC Qualified ■ 


o GRnri \ j\ \ i m mM Ri\ 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Tungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


> Holistic Therapy Massage Treatment 
• Hand Massage 
• Non Surgical Botox - 
Collagen Facial Treatment 
•Hair Removal System 
•Mobile Service Available 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers... 

IO 

Call us on... 

01384 399901 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronide 1 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY8 TAB A 































































































































Roofing 


S HARRIS 

PLASTERING 

SERVICES 

All aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 

Call Steve 

07853257230 


Greenlab Pest Control 

Wasps I Ants 
FleasU Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/mice 
□ Free quotations 
a B.P.C.A. accredited 


Del: 01384 829115 
Freephone -0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: 

sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


Pets Comer 



WEARIACAGE 
FREE SALON 


4 PETS WHO KNOW 
A COOP THING! 

For all your pet grooming 

REQUIREMENTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES! 



FREE 

POSH KUTZ LITTLE PET 
SHOP NOW OPEN! 


mil 

PICK UP AND 
DROPOFF 

Ua4 

CALL CARY: 

01384 891008/ 
07557648100 

117 High Street, Lye, DY9 8JX 
m WWW.POSHKUTZ.WEEBLY.COM r & 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

liijjjiiiijjiiiMiiijjiiiiiiiiiiiijjjiiiiiiiiitiiiiijiijjiiiiiiiiiiiiyiJii 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 
PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Skip Hire 





All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A .WEEK 


SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


07920 805774 
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Quality 

• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 

M Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 

0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 

Registered with 



Membership 

omePro Na554518 


• TRUST 
MARK 




A n D ROOFING 

■U.D CONTRACTORS 

DUDLEY 61384 &2T668 tCMINSTER 01 S€2 881 HU 
VrHAMPTON: 01902 <90 )« N06 07918 723505 



PJ LEE and SONS 

BUILDING AND ROOFING 

All types of roof work 

• Gutters • Roof Tiles • Chimney Work 

• Re-pointing • Slates replaced • Upvc Fascias 

• Verges • Ridge Tiles • Complete Roofs 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call today 01384 423625 or 07769 666 7248 


fniM K l.nt Itrtrwj 
Pltislk 

RlnjI Repair* 


I’nant irt»j 

• t I'.Mliinrk 
lint Mnofiaatj 
Sl.alimj & t ilmi| 

• Tile QtaMUliiMJ 
•Mat Rnnfg In PttrHrtl | 

• Asliast I l*S Ntlltf S Mfl 

INSURANCE WORK UNOERTAKi 




•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



ROOFING SERVICES 


SPECIAL 

OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, 
Gutters, New Roofs/ 
Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work 
undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



► Gutters Cleaned 
From £15 

► Small Repairs 
From £15 

► Pointing Work 
From £15 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 

All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: 01902 560892 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roofixwm. co. uk 


PREMIER 

ROOFING 

All aspects. 

New Roofs, Repairs, 
Facias & Gutters. 

Call: 0121 532 7601 
07875 387445 

www.rooferwestmidlands.com 



Our Specialist 
offers you a wii 
of local businesses 
and tradesman to < 
with your needs a 
requirements. 




IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon B kit 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 


To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01384 399901 MW A 

E-mail us at... 

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk A J 

Post to... ^ 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronide 1 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY81AB A 
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YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US St. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://datin 9 . 6 XpreSSandstar.COm 


Women seeking men 


MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4292 Box 418117 
CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very ro¬ 
mantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385 0 
DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA Tel No: 0906 515 4299 Box 
418167 

KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383 d 
ANNA, busty mature lady seeks no strings 
discreet meetings with male any age or 
location. Tel No: 0906 515 4295 Box 
366019 

VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 d 


LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 
VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 d 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843 d 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795d 

SOPHIA very sensual black lady looking to 
acquire a new distraction with lots of adult fun 
thrown in for good measure. Race/age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277d 


BOSTON female 56 loyal, intelligent, loves 
history seeks dependable humorous male for 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4751421 


KAREN 50, blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, 
GSOH, loving, caring, understanding, seek¬ 
ing similar male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416989 d 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609d 


ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 d 
EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347d 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 d 
FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195d 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 4275 Box: 405297 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 d 
POLLY, 36yrs, cuddly, curvy with fantastic 
personality, works from home so has time on 
her hands. Text only to Mailbox No: 


MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own accom¬ 
modation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for mu¬ 
tual companionship. Looks unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 d 

SMS MATCHMAKER 

DATING NEEDN’T BE DAUNTING 

H 


YOUNG early 40's female, GSOH, kind, car¬ 
ing, considerate, seeks male for friendship, 
possible romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410847 d 

CAROL 49, attractive, green eyed blonde, 
honest warm hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4283683 

BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 
to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to Mail¬ 
box No: 4869116 


KERRY Ann, 39yrs hairdresser, loves to run 
her fingers through hair! Chaps 30+ pis text, 
no young lads pis. Text only to Mailbox No: 

4155057 

DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:419219d 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. m 

Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 d 


DON'T MBS OUT ON LOVE 



TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, en¬ 
joys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787d 

THEA, 36, extrovert brunette, curly hair, 
rugby fan, WLTM genuine male who will ac¬ 
cept her as she is. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417763 d 

ATTRACTIVE kind, caring, single lady, loves 
animals, WLTM uniformed office for genuine, 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4176231 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
I male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
| 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 d 
ELLEN 45, attractive, with statuesque curvy 
figure, looking for an uncomplicated relation¬ 
ship with understanding male friend. Call me. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417663 d 
MICHELLE, 37, pretty, very fit, well travelled 
seeks active, broadminded male to share 
new experiences and adventures with. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417651 d 
SANDY, mature, very young looking widow 
seeks fit young man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417581 d 

ATTRACTIVE lady, young looking, single 
would love to meet uniformed officer. Must be 
sincere and genuine. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4727985 

SANDY, mature, very young looking widow 
seeks fit young man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417581 d 

GINA, attractive slim blue eyed blonde, loves 
to cook, looking for her soul mate seeks tall 
male for lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417419 d 

ZARA 5ft 4ins, slim, single mum, honest, car¬ 
ing, likes walks, seeking genuine male, 45-50 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417513 d 
CARING lovely curvy female 41 seeks gen¬ 
uine and caring guy. Text only to Mailbox 
No: 4721992 

GINA, attractive slim blue eyed blonde, loves 
to cook, looking for her soul mate seeks tall 
male for lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417419 d 


THELMA, 43, attractive blonde, seeks loving, 
honest, funny male to pamper and make 

happy.Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416979d 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied in¬ 
terests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for j 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 d 
GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will make 
you glad you answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 



FEMALE, kind caring and loving seeks simi¬ 
lar male for relationship text only all texts an¬ 
swered. Text only Mailbox No: 4655519 
PRETTY slim female, 48, N/S, no ties, seeks 
tall, slim level headed male for initial friend¬ 
ship and evenings out. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416727 
FEMALE, kind caring and loving seeks simi¬ 
lar male for relationship text only all texts an¬ 
swered. Text only Mailbox No: 4655519 
HI my name is Zara. I am 5ft 4ins, slim build. I 
am looking for a genuine male aged between 
45 and 50 with GSOH who enjoys going out. 
Text only Mailbox No: 4362903 
THELMA, 43, attractive blonde, seeks loving, 
honest, funny male to pamper and make 
happy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416979 d 

DAWN attractive, easygoing, and dazzling, 
WLTM well built mature male for fun loving no 
strings romance. Status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416917 d 
MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own accom¬ 
modation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409109 d 

KAREN medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 

KAREN 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416337 d 

MARIA gorgeous leggy blonde seeks tall pro¬ 
fessional male for fun nights out, cosy nights 
in with plenty of TLC and romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416861 d 
SUSAN 44, stunning curvy blonde, fit and ac¬ 
tive seeks happy go lucky male for good con¬ 
versation, fun times, maybe more. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416801 d 
STELLA 50, gorgeous, voluptuous and all 
woman seeks sensual older male, who 
knows just what he wants for lots of naughty 
fun and TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:416707 d 


GENUINE caring male, seeks similar female 
for friendship or possibly more. Aged be¬ 
tween 25-39. Text only to Mailbox no: 


ANDY 53, widower, honest, genuine, caring, 
happy tactile, hoping to find love again with a 
decent loving lady. Kidderminster. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4911450 
TACTILE, romantic guy, height 5ft 6in, loves 
good food and drinking in or out, dancing, 
music, conversation and cuddles. Ready for 
love. Text only to Mailbox No: 4893329 


TALL attractive professional male, 50, 
GSOH, looking for some fun, adventure and 
sparkle. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418951 

MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 


COLIN, 48, seeks large cuddly lady between 
45-55 for LTR, must like hugs, kisses, cud¬ 
dles and holding hands. Text only to Mail¬ 
box No:4906088 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 


TEXT MATCH TO 89990 


one special. Looks unimportant. Tel No: Only Mailbox Box No: 4527227 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417417 0 






LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, lov¬ 
ing and honest, many interests, seeks gen¬ 
uine male to share lonely evenings with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 0 
JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143 0 


JACKIE lonely and looking for male com¬ 
pany, 48-65. Need a bit of love and affection? 
Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418169 0 


* n -jp “ 

FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
10, slim build, looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4435776 


JEAN, shy brunette with lots of love to give 
to the right man, seeks mature male to share 
relationship with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 417285 0 

GWEN 38, large breasted, seeks Indian/Pak¬ 
istani/Kurdish male for daytime fun. Can 
Travel/accom. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 417233 0 

FUN loving and independent hot woman I 
looking for a sexy man for fun and maybe 
more, GSH and grey hair preferable! Text I 
only to Mailbox No: 4709317 


PAULA 40, sensual, young at heart brunette 
looking for some fun and romance with a tall 
outgoing male. Call if you feel the same. ACA 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416681 0 



80098 


Men seeking women 


KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 

seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 0 


DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 


VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 

just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 0 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 0 


WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 

to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 


HEATHER, 34, single very attractive 

brunette, sensual and interesting, looking to 
add to life’s experiences and adventures with 
professional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418193 0 

JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! Looking for 
non complicated fun times. Attractive, dis¬ 
creet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 


JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, the¬ 

atre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 


HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 0 


GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 

58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh with. 
So if that's you would love to hear from you. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 


sincere male for an uncomplicated, loving re¬ 
lationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418925 0 


SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, live alone 

with no ties, love romanticising and WLTM 
man for good times together, maybe more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417751 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


EMMA, 43, easygoing female looking to 
broaden her horizons, WLTM similar male for 
romantic liaisons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418009 0 

SINGLE mom, 40yrs, small, not skinny 

WLTM single dad aged 39 to 45. Text only 

to Mailbox No: 4295299 

FEMALE, 36, looking for a genuine guy to 

wine and dine me with lots of laughter and fun 

times. Text only to Mailbox No: 4758012 

JULIE, attractive early 40’s brunette, size 10, 

varied interests, WLTM male for fun times, 

good conversations, spoiling and maybe 

more, status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 418007 0 

KAREN 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, 

seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416337 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, en¬ 
joys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787 0 


KIND caring lady early 30s, 5ft5, slim fair hair 
looking for long-term relationship in Leaming¬ 
ton Spa area. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4527227 

HAPPY, fit, 77yr old widow N/S 5ft 3in, 
GSOH .Loves travel, many interests. WLTM 
man with caravan/camper to share week- 
ends/holidays. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4492014 

LISA, 31 yr old petite bundle of fun looking for 
fun, easygoing, genuine guy. Age/looks unim¬ 
portant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417223 0 

FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195 0 

KATHERINE, romantic, slim, feminine, loves 
to live life to the full, seeks adventurous out¬ 
going male to appreciate and share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417091 0 
SHERRIE 32, blonde, great company, loves 
going out, looking to share life with that spe¬ 
cial someone. Status/Looks/age unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417067 0 

STELLA 50, gorgeous, voluptuous and all 
woman seeks sensual older male, who 
knows just what he wants for lots of naughty 
fun and TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 416707 0 


MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun lady, 50/60s 
nights in or out, likes swimming, walks, 
music, good food etc for friendship or more. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 4852727 


MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S seeks fe¬ 
male 50-70 for friendship and romance. 
Looks unimportant. Likes occasional drink, 
eating in/out, cinema and driving. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4188931 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. Look¬ 
ing for similar who's up for a lot of fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 


SHAUN, 49, brown hair, brown eyes, aver¬ 
age looks, 16 and a half stone, good sense 
of humour, animal lover with loads of love and 
security to give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 0 
ADVENTUROUS 35yTold, siim, dark hair, 

creative, likes music, cycling, photography, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
GRAHAM, 50s, 5"1 O' tall, blue eyes, very 
smart, car and home owner, solvent, smoker, 
WLTM a very feminine vivacious lady, 36-60 
for romantic evenings out and holidays. 
Staffordshire, South Cheshire, all calls an¬ 
swered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418815 

SEAN 47, 5ft 8ins, average looks, seeking 
genuine, honest, caring female. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413945 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 
seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 
GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, OHAC, 
looking for nice lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 
PHIL genuine male, 57, OHAC, looking for 
female, any race, status and age for no 
strings discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 411461 

ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
creative, likes music, cycling, photography, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418695 0 

TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, unin¬ 
hibited, seeks similar non-conformist aver¬ 
agely attractive, N/S female up to 65. Notts. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 375065 
GLYNN 49, young looking, seeks black fe¬ 
male, 21-30 for loving relationship and fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416603 0 


Men seeking men 


Bl male WLTM same for weekend fun, 60 to 
70 years old. Must be able to accommodate. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4931168 
Bl curious guy 36, looking for gay or bi male 
age 58 - 80 for adult fun. Text only to Mail¬ 
box no:4930039 

CROSSDRESSER, 50, seeking cross¬ 
dresser of similar age or older for discreet 
adult fun in south glos area. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4 


PHILLIP, retired bank manager, 62yrs, seeks 
young attractive lady, single mums welcome. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 4123774 
LEE, 50, seeking an Asian female for discreet 
fun and maybe more. Dudley area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419401 0 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, car¬ 
ing, tactile, GSOH. Kidderminster based, 
hoping to love again with a decent loving lady. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4911450 
45 year old male with varied interests WLTM 
female 35 to 55 for fun and friendship and 
hopefully more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4215562 

COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks large cuddly 
lady 45 to 60 for LTR, love, romance, also like 
cuddles, kisses and holding hands. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4906088 
TOM, a young 59 active attractive male, 5ft8, 
slimmish & fit with decent looks & friendly na¬ 
ture, many interests, looking for lady similar 
age. Text only to Mailbox no: 4926340 
GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you an¬ 
swered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419307 0 


MALE 63, N/S, honest, GSOH, car owner, 

seeks female, 55-70 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416817 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium build, likes 
meals out, music, cinema, sports, driving, 
seeks female, 40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 239148 


DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418809 0 

6FT black male, medium-well built, attractive, 
friendly, outgoing, seeks slim, attractive fe¬ 
male, 30-45 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 334003 
SLIM attractive man, 52, caring, GSOH, 
WLTM lady for friendship. Please reply and 
claim my last Rolo. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4172082 

STEVE young 40, looking for uncomplicated 
adult fun with any age race female ACA. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4880449 


Bl curious man looking for gay or bi curious 
guy for adult fun and poss relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox No 4404597 
Bl Male 30 slim seeks gay/bi male 40-75 for 
fun & friendship Leics, Coventry, Notts, 
Warks area. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4883341 


Women seeking Women 


LONELY mother seeks female friends for en¬ 
livening/enlightening coffee chats, likes coun¬ 
tryside animals etc. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4860241 

ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks fe- 
male of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 
boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4483526 

Friends 

LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 0 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app 































































































































































Rangers 
leave Tivs 
behind in 
Trophy run 

Stafford Rangers 3 Tividale 1 

STAFFORD boss Neil Kitching 
was delighted with his side’s per¬ 
formance against a Tividale side 
who posed some problems. 

It was not all plain sailing for 
Rangers as Tividale equalised in 
the FA Trophy tie after conceding 
an early goal. 

Kitching said: “Tividale are not 
a bad side; their league position 
might not suggest that, but I know 
they have good players and good 
management. 

“So it was never going to be easy 
even being one up but I thought 
generally we dominated the game, 
played really well and particularly 
in the first half played some great 
football.” 

Rangers threatened to run away 
with the game early on, Neil Har¬ 
vey heading in on 12 minutes with 
Tividale not really having been out 
of their own half. 

But the visitors shocked them 
two minutes later when former 
Rangers forward Chris Sterling 
produced a neat finish after Mark 
Danks had played him in. 

Rangers had most of the play in 
the rest of the first half but didn’t 
regain the lead until the 49th min¬ 
ute when Peter Till’s corner was 
not dealt with by the Tividale de¬ 
fence and Leon Miles scored from 
close range. 

Tividale were not finished 
though and Sterling saw a shot 
well blocked by goalkeeper Adam 
Whitehouse, who also tipped over 
a Danks free-kick. 

But it was game over on 75 
minutes when Jake Jones, newly 
signed from Leamington, netted 
with a fierce shot. 

Stafford host Lincoln United in 
the next round. 


Irvine is now 
free to find a 
new position 

ALBION have reached a deal with 
Alan Irvine to terminate the former 
head coach’s gardening leave. 

Irvine, sacked last December by 
the Baggies, was still being paid 
monthly under the terms of his dis¬ 
missal and as a result unable to seek 
employment elsewhere. 

But after an approach by the club 
through the League Manager’s As¬ 
sociation, Irvine has accepted terms 
which will enable him to return to 
the game. 

The Scot, who has been heavily 
linked with the vacant managerial 
position at Dundee United, said: 
“I’m delighted to have reached a 
settlement agreement with West 
Bromwich Albion and I’m now free 
to look for my next challenge. 

“I really enjoyed my time being a 
manager with West Brom.” 


stars in injuries 


Baggies 

FOUR of Albion’s international stars are struggling 
with injuries ahead of crucial games for their re¬ 
spective countries - Darren Fletcher, Jonny Evans, 
James Morrison and Gareth McAuley. 

Fletcher and McAuley both managed to play 90 
minutes in the 2-0 defeat to Crystal Palace despite 
picking up knocks, but Evans (hamstring) and Mor¬ 
rison (ankle) limped off. 

The players were being assessed before decisions 
were made on their involvement. 

Tony Pulis said everything would be done to give 
them a chance to play. 

“Whether those two will travel, I’m not sure,” 
Pulis said of Morrison and Evans. “The home na¬ 


tions, we want to help them as much as we can, so 
fingers crossed they will be okay. 

“If they are anywhere near it, we will give them a 
chance to play. 

Morrison is suspended for Scotland’s first match, 
against Poland. They then face Gibraltar at Hamp¬ 
den Park. 

And, if fit, that may open up a door of opportunity 
for Fletcher, who has started just one of Scotland’s 
Euro 2016 qualifiers. 

Boss Gordon Strachan has expressed sympathy 
with Fletcher’s plight, having experienced a similar 
trajectory when, like Fletcher, his international caps 
dried up after leaving Manchester United. 


sweat 


Strachan said Fletcher was very much part of his 
plans. 

“I think if you asked Darren if he has improved 
over the last six months he would say: ‘Yes’,” Stra¬ 
chan added. “If you asked people at West Brom has 
he improved? Yes. It was only games he was needing. 

“Players like Alan Hutton don’t need many games 
but Darren needed them, physically and mentally. 
And he has got there now. 

“He is a big part of what West Brom do. And he 
is also enjoying the responsibility that Tony Pulis 
has given him. He’s definitely in the plans. He has 
been brilliant with us. It has been hard for him and 
I understand that.” 


Letford douses the 
flames for Phoenix 


Walsall Phoenix Ladies 0 
Gornal Ladies Open Age 6 

UNDEFEATED Gornal travel to 
Aldridge to face the tough Walsall 
side looking for the revenge after 
the mauling they received last times 
these two sides met Birmingham 
County Womens League Division 2. 

Gornal got off to a very poor start, with 
poor passing and communication allowing 
the home side to have opportunities. 

An early substitution and a slight change in 
play resulted in Gornal taking control and had 
several opportunities to score first. 

A pass down the left flank by Gemma Moss- 
Hamill released winger Chelsea Fellows whose 
cross was met by Katie Moore on the edge of the 
six-yard box but the keeper covered well forcing 
her to screw her shot wide. 

Rachel Letford then laid the ball off to Lauren 
Keen whose 20-yard effort went harmlessly over 
the bar. 

Gornal pressure began to tell and Lauren Keen 
laid an inviting pass into the path of Letford who 
slotted calmly past the advancing keeper. 

Five minutes later Gemma Moss from a throw 
in gave the bah to Letford who, with some nice 
footwork, volleyed it into the top corner and four 
minutes before half time a 25-yard shot from a 
free kick by Beth Arrowsmith was spilled by the 
keeper and Gemma Hamill Moss was first to 
react to bury it into the net. 

Defending 

In the second half Walsall had more chances 
but some fine defending by the impressive back 
four meant keeper Sam Brough wasn’t required 
to make a save and this was the cornerstone 
which gave the Gornal Lionesses their fourth 
clean sheet in five games. 

Letford was to be on the score sheet another 
three times, firstly with a downward header from 
an in swinging Arrowsmith Corner. 

Her fourth goal and Gornal’s fifth was from 
great work down the left by Chelsea Fellows and 
Gornal saved the best for last. 

Gemma Hamill-Moss who provided a return 
pass to Moore to run onto passing into Keen 
to take the initial shot which was saved by the 
keeper only for Letford to score her fifth goal. 


Enville’s team spirit grabs title 



Back from left, Kevin Brandrick, Rob Wilkinson, Pete Beaman, Michael Gilmer, Garry Brandrick, Phil Oliver, Dave 
Lee, Ellis Chen, Ian Harris. Front, from left Lyndon Cartwright, Nick Adams (captain), Jon Haynes, Ormond Lews 


ENVILLE Golf Club skipper Nick 
Adams has hailed the ‘fantastic 
team spirit’ after his side captured 
the West Midlands League title. 

The South Staffordshire-based 
side trumped 34 other sides to 
claim the trophy for just the sec¬ 
ond time in the competition’s his¬ 
tory. 

They defeated county neigh¬ 
bours Druids Heath 3-1 in a 
nail-biting final at Hollywood Golf 


Club in Birmingham to cap a su¬ 
perb campaign which began in 
April. The competition is played 
in a four-ball better bah match- 
play format. 

Delighted team captain Adams 
said: “It is a fantastic feeling to 
have brought something like this 
back to Enville.” 

Against Druids Heath, Jon 
Haynes and Ellis Chen triumphed 


in game one against Nigel Harris 
and Andrew Thacker, winning 
lup while Rob Wilkinson and 
Garry Brandrick took game two 
2&1 against John Penrose and 
Dean Megan. 

David Lee and Phil Oliver won 
game four 4&3 against Tom Price 
and Tim Beard. Michael Gilmer 
and Lyndon Cartwright lost game 
three to Derek Thomas and Jason 
Romney 5&4. 


Gray day for 
Leeds as 
Blues take 
the points 

Leeds 0 Blues 2 

ENGLAND Under-21 coach Ga¬ 
reth Southgate watched Demarai 
Gray underline his rich potential 
with a goal and a sparkling perfor¬ 
mance as Blues maintained their 
fine start to the Championship 
season. 

Substitute Jacques Maghoma 
raced through the centre of the 
Leeds defence to score a fine indi¬ 
vidual goal in the 90th minute to 
leave Leeds without a home win 
for seven months. 

There was ample young talent 
on view but Gray, named in the 
England Under-20 squad for next 
week’s Mercedes-Benz Elite Cup 
competition in Germany, was out¬ 
standing. 

He received a deserved ovation 
from Blues’ travelling fans when 
he made way for Viv Soloman-Ota- 
bor with nine minutes left. 

Gray gave an early warning by 
going close in the seventh min¬ 
ute with a low angled shot which 
zipped outside the far post. 

Maikel Kieftenbeld could not 
connect properly with a header 
after Jonathan Grounds and David 
Cotterill combined to cause Leeds’ 
defence more anxiety. 

When Gray’s goal arrived in the 
31st minute the chance was pre¬ 
sented to him on a plate. 

A mix-up between Liam Cooper 
and Sol Bamba at the heart of the 
home defence left Gray with time 
and space to lash the ball past 
stranded keeper Marco Silvestri 
with Leeds appealing in vain for 
a foul. 

It was Gray’s first goal for Blues 
this season and followed his strike 
for England’s Under-20s last 
month. Blues made the points safe 
with Maghoma’s late goal. 
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Marko score 
puts pressure 
on Sherwood 

Villa 0 Stoke 1 

MARKO Arnautovic increased the 
pressure on Villa boss Tim Sher¬ 
wood as Stoke claimed their first 
Premier League away win since 
February. 

The midfielder struck to secure 
successive wins for Mark Hughes’ 
resurgent side in a deserved 1-0 vic¬ 
tory at Villa Park. 

The Potters’ last away Premier 
League win came in Sherwood’s first 
game in charge at Villa in February. 

Arnautovic had already seen a 
goal disallowed in the first half while 
Charlie Adam’s audacious 60-yard 
lob almost had the visitors in front. 

But Arnautovic won it 10 minutes 
after the break as slapdash defend¬ 
ing from the hosts cost them. 

Villa failed to mount a response. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, October 8, 2015 
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Win could 
have been 
bigger-boss 

Hyde United 0 Stourbridge 2 

STOURBRIDGE eased to victory with a 
goal in each half at Hyde - but boss Gary 
Hackett reckoned the margin should 
have been bigger. 

Karl Hawley and Matt Dodd found the 
net, the latter from the penalty spot, as 
the visitors dominated the 2-0 success. 

Hackett said: “I thought in the first 
half we were excellent. It could have 
been four and that would have been a 
true reflection of the half. But it is a good 
victory.” 

The Glassboys were in control from 
the start of this Evo-Stik Northern Pre¬ 
mier game with wingers Chris Lait and 
Dodd going well. 

And it was good work on the left from 
Lait that led to the opener, his pinpoint 
cross picking out Hawley who rose to 
head powerfully past Everton loanee 
keeper Jindrich Stanek’s left hand. 

Defender Dan Scarr had a bullet 
header disallowed for a foul. 

But the Glassboys sealed their win 10 
minutes from time when Dodd goal was 
disallowed on the half hour for Stour¬ 
bridge, his bullet header being ruled out 
after he was adjudged to have fouled 
Shane Killock. 

Hyde improved in the second half but 
the game was put beyond doubt with ten 
minutes to go when Dodd slotted home 
a penalty won by Hawley after he was 
pulled down by Hyde’s Ryan Ellison. 

And while the Glassboys manager was 
disappointed that his side failed to add 
to their tally, he was philosophical about 
Scarr’s disallowed effort. 

Hackett added: “I’d probably be moan¬ 
ing like mad if the result had been differ¬ 
ent but when you win you overlook those 
things.” 

Team D is hit with 
illness as Shifnal 
take them down 

Shifnal Town 3 Team Dudley 0 

TEAM Dudley came out second best 
against strong opposition when they 
went down 3-0 at Shifnal Town in West 
Mids Division One. 

They welcomed back captain James 
Hawthorne, but with illness spreading 
through the camp Jamahl Patterson 
pulled out in the warm-up. 

Shifnal Town were keen to keep their 
promotion hopes alive with three points 
at home.Lee Clarke came back into the 
side, playing with illness and James 
Messenger had just shaken off a virus 
he’d been playing withShifnal came out 
firing, closing the visitors down at every 
opportunity and putting them under 
pressure. Dudley’s best chance of the 
first 15 minutes was a counter-attack 
that saw Nathan Jones have an effort 
from 30 yards go wide. 

The students held out for 30 minutes 
before Shifnal scored, Will Wells tapping 
in Sam Wilde’s cross. 

Toby Lumbard scored just after the 
break and the same player bagged his 
second goal when he ran on to collect 
Marc Lawrence’s header. 


Heathens now need new owners 



Chris Van Straaten and Nigel Pearson 


OWNERS of Cradley Heathens speedway club 
have made a desperate plea for new management 
to take over and save it, announcing they are 
stepping down. 

Chairman Nigel Pearson and club partners 
Chris Van Straaten and Gary Patchett revived the 
club in 2010 after 15 years out of league speed¬ 
way. 

But the management trio have revealed they 
are bowing out because of personal circumstances 
and other work commitments. 

The consortium hope the club can be saved by 
new faces coming forward and insist folding the 


Speedway 


Heathens would be the final option. “It is a very 
difficult thing for us to do, but unfortunately at 
this time we cannot continue for both business 
and personal reasons,” said Mr Pearson. 

“It is our intention to do everything we can 
to allow the club to continue under new man¬ 
agement next season rather than close the club 
down. 

“I do hope enough people care enough about 
this club and step forward and take the club for¬ 
ward and that this is not the end,” he added. 


STOUR TAKEN 
DOWN TO WIRE 



Stourbridge 22 Preston Grasshoppers 25 

STOUR struggled for momen¬ 
tum in a stop-start affair that 
went down to the wire. 

They were left to me some big calls 
that went against them and points gift¬ 
ed by indiscipline to the faultless goal- 
kicking of Grasshoppers’ fullback Sean 
Taylor. 

The visitors opened the scoring after Stour 
were penalised for playing an opponent off the 
ball, then added a long-range strike after the 
hosts were penalised for not releasing in the 
tackle. 

With Stour looking to run at their opponents 
at every opportunity, centre Joe Heatley’s break 
generated an attacking lineout in the Preston 22 
but the ball was spilt. 

The Stour pack shunted the visitors scrum 
backwards though, sharp work by open side 
Richard Pennock recovered possession and Stour 
launched a short range drive that was held up in¬ 
goal. 

Crashed 

No.8 Connor Nicholls drove from the base and 
loosehead Stefan Thorp wasn’t to be denied as he 
crashed over from short range. 

The visitors struck back with a further pen¬ 
alty when Stour winger Josh Trinham was yel¬ 
low-carded for straying offside defending in the 
shadow of his own posts. 

Stour’s next attack secured a penalty goal for 
outside half Chris Scott when a tackier failed to 
release. 

The visitors’ lock forward Reece Tomlinson got 
to join Trinham in the sin bin when referee Sara 
Cox despatched him for a dangerous charge into 
a ruck. 

Stour kicked for position and ran the ball, cen¬ 
tre Joe Heatley was held up just short but a trade¬ 
mark show and go by scrum half Toby Handley 
opened enough of a gap for him to sneak through. 

Scott couldn’t convert but Stour had regained 
a 13-9 lead at halftime. 

An early 2nd half Scott penalty kick extended 
the lead, then he and Taylor traded further suc¬ 
cessful kicks at goal. 

As Stour started to build some momentum in 


attack Preston’s defence shipped a rash of penal¬ 
ties, loosehead Oga Mabaya getting a yellow card 
when Miss Cox’s patience ran out. 

Scott’s long-range effort gave the hosts a 10- 
point lead. 

But Stour put themselves under unnecessary 
pressure, getting turned over running the restart 
from deep and shipping another Taylor penalty 
for delaying a restart. 

Failing to learn the lesson Stour were again 
penalised for holding on as they tried to run the 
ball back from deep, and it got worse when re¬ 
placement James Rodley was yellow carded for an 

innocuous-looking contact at the fringes of 


a ruck. Taylor bagged the penalty and Stour’s 
14 men were defending a four point lead with 10 
minutes remaining. 

Smelling blood Preston kicked for territory 
and drove, scrum half Harrison Moulding darted 
through some tired first up tackling and just able 
to reach out and place the ball over the line de¬ 
spite Joe Bridger’s desperate cover tackle. 

Taylor was never going to miss the conversion 
so Stour were suddenly 3 points down with barely 
2 minutes left on the clock. 

The quick reactions of Trinham secured an in¬ 
terception that was followed by a penalty award 
wide out on the Preston 22. 


Our season 
starts now, 
says Jackett 

WOLVES’ season starts here - that was 
the message from boss Kenny Jackett, 
who hailed the contributions of goalscor- 
ers Benik Afobe and Kevin McDonald. 

A second successive 3-0 victory pro¬ 
pelled Jackett’s team into the Champi¬ 
onship play-off picture, just a week after 
they were only three points off the bot¬ 
tom of the league. 

And while not getting carried away 
with his team’s form, Jackett expressed 
his delight at the victory over Hudders¬ 
field - and bemoaned the two-week 
break before their next fixture owning 
to the international break. 

He said: “We’ve got seven points out of 
nine, there’s the opportunity to do that 
in this league, and we’re disappointed 
the international break has now come. 

“The big thing is now our season is 
ahead of us and we have to keep build¬ 
ing.” 

McDonald, who has withdrawn from 
the Scotland squad with a back injury, 
scored one and Afobe the other two as 
Wolves picked up their third clean sheet 
of the season. 

The pair have both dealt with off-the- 
field distractions and been far from at 
their best this season, but played a cru¬ 
cial role in Saturday’s victory. 

Jackett added: “Maybe Afobe was 
distracted, it would be the case for any 
young player, it’s tough, but he’s been a 
big player for us and he’s only been here 
since January. We think he has a very 
good future at 22 and he’s really got his 
confidence at Wolves. 

“McDonald adding goals to a very 
good game. His concentration’s been 
very good and he’s a key player. With 
Coady getting suspended and Edwards 
getting injured it’s opened up the part¬ 
nership again for Price and McDonald.” 

Frankie forced to 
drop out of bout 

FRANKIE GAVIN has pulled out of his 
title bout with Stourbridge’s Sam Egg- 
ington - after a car ran over the Bir¬ 
mingham boxer’s foot. 

Gavin was struck after stepping off a 
kerb in Aston a fortnight ago but said 
the injury had not healed sufficiently to 
allow him to take part in the British and 
Commonwealth title fight at the Bar- 
claycard Arena. 

Gavin was targeted on social media by 
Eggington fans for pulling out, but hit 
back by tweeting: “I am injured and not 
gonna be myself, so can’t risk it. Sorry.” 
The show will go on, with Eggington to 
face a new opponenton October 17. 


★★★ 
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RECYCLING 
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content 

of newspapers in 
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Domino’s 


ik COLLECTION ApscM 


40% OFF 

ALL PIZZAS 

COLLECTION ONLY 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 


01384 374666 


Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 


Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date: 31st October 2015 


f/w WEEKDAY i/ma/ 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD 
+ COLESLAW 

£ 13.99 

Mon-Thurs only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up 
to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


flstlium 

£ 11.99 


A SAVER An/ 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+ 1 SUMPTUOUS SIDE 

SMALL +1 , “MEDIUM 

£12.99 £ !j A y G g g £15.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra. 

Any side excludes combos and 14/21 chicken portions. 


ik SECOND PIZZA M 

BUY ONE PIZZA* 
GET A 2ND FOR 

£5 

First pizza at regular manu price. 

Second pizza of equal or lesser value. 
Premium crust and base charged extra 


ik ONLINE Ai/ 


£10 OFF 


WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE 
ONLINE AT WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK 

C0DE:TENDSKTH 

Discount applies at regular menu price. 

Excludes ice creams and 14/21 chicken portions 


ik FAMILY^/ 

ANY 2 PIZZAS* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD + POTATO 
WEDGES + BOTTLE OF DRINK 

(Wlsdiim 1 flk SstiW 

£ 21.99 £ 24.99 

















































